
 
N E W S   R E L E A S E  
 
For Immediate Release 
 

Early morning blaze claims life  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (October 26, 2008):  An early morning fire at a townhome on Wilmington Island has 
claimed the life of a 64-year-old man.  Savannah-Chatham Metro Police responded in support of the 
Southside Fire Department to the Wilmington Island Townhomes on Harpoon Court around 5:15 a.m. 
 
There were no signs of foul play.  The case has been turned over to the Medical Examiner to establish 
cause of death.  Police are still seeking next of kin. 
 

###   
 
 

MEDIA ADVISORY 
 
For Immediate Release 
 
SAVANNAH, GA (October 26, 2008):  Police have released the identity of the 64-year-old man killed in an 
early morning housefire.  Wyman Simmons  was found dead in his home after a fire in his home.  The 
case is now with the Medical Examiner. There were no signs of foul play. 



NEWS RELEASE 
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Monday, January 2, 2008 
 
Report of suspicious activity foils potential robbery 
 
Police are crediting the vigilance and quick actions of a citizen for foiling a potential armed robbery at a 
southside Savannah business.  
  
Acitizen called Savannah-Chatham Metro Police after observing what appeared to be suspicious activity by 
at least two men loitering near the Enmark Station around 2 a.m. Wednesday. When Southside Precinct 
officers arrived at the 14000 Abercorn Street gas station, they detained three individuals loitering on the 
side of the business.  
  
But what they found indicated the two adults and one juvenile were up to more than just hanging around in 
the cold. Two of the suspects had ski masks in their possession and another had a Halloween type mask.  
  
In addition to the masks, one of the men dropped what appeared to be a handgun. The officers later learned 
it was only a replica.  
  
The three were arrested and charged with loitering and prowling. The two adult suspects were taken to the 
Chatham County jail. The juvenile was released to his parents. The three are now being investigated in 
connection with other crimes in the area. 
  
The quick call to police potentially prevented a more serious crime from occurring. This is a reminder that 
reporting suspicious activity advances the community's crime-fighting efforts. 
 
Arrested: Jimmy Ray Bennet, 1 9 
   William Little, 18 
  Juvenile, 15 



NEWS RELEASE 
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Thursday, January 3, 2008 
 
Cold thieves looking for warm cars  
  
Leaving your car unattended with the engine idling can get you a fine of $124.00 if cited 
for the violation by police. What the same violation gets you when observed by a cold car 
thief is you being left without transportation.  
  
That’s the message Savannah-Chatham Metro Police are sending to motorists throughout 
the city and county. Today, which marks the coldest yet, four people were left without 
their vehicles after leaving them to warm up while unattended.  
  
The thefts occurred in a span of one hour from various parts of our community; car thefts 
that were 100 percent preventable.  
  
Metro officers typically see a spike in the number of cars stolen from driveways and 
parked along city streets when temperatures drop. With colder days ahead, police are 
reminding motorists to take your keys, lock your doors, and DON’T leave cars idling in 
your driveways.  
  
Violators could face fines and or stolen cars. DON’T be an easy target!!! 



NEWS RELEASE 
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Thursday, January 3, 2008 
 
Death investigation  
  
Savannah-Chatham Metro Police are investigating the death of a man whose body was 
found floating in the Savannah River. Boaters found the body in the middle of the river 
shortly before 1 p.m. Thursday and called police.  
  
Metro Police Marine Patrol officers along with Savannah Fire and Emergency Services 
responded to the call. Emergency crews pulled the body of the unidentified black male 
from the frigid waters and sent it to the GBI Crime Lab.  
  
An autopsy is scheduled to determine the cause of death. Detectives have made a 
tentative identification of the body, but are waiting for confirmation through fingerprints 
before releasing the name.  
  
Anyone with information about the discovery is urged to contact police at 651-6728. 
More details will be released as they become available.  

### 



NEWS RELEASE 
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Thursday, January 3, 2008 
 
Metro police seeking homicide suspect 

 
With the community’s help, Savannah-Chatham Metro 
Police homicide detectives have identified one person in 
connection with the shooting death of 19-year-old 
Wimbleton Baker.  
 
Baker was gunned down on October 25 shortly after 5 p.m. 
on Savannah’s east side. Witnesses reported seeing at least 
three occupants speeding away from the 3100 block of 
Martha Street., in a dark colored sport utility vehicle, after 
spraying the neighborhood with bullets.  
 
Baker, along with and one other person who survived, were 
struck by the gunfire. 
 

James Jonathan Mitchell, 21, of Savannah was one of the men. Police are now asking the public to help 
them locate him. Mitchell is 6 feet tall, 180 pounds with a short afro and lives in the 900 block of East Park 
Avenue. 
 
An arrest warrant for murder is on file with police. Anyone with information on Mitchell’s whereabouts is 
urged to contact detectives at 651-6728; or call Crime Stoppers. 

### 



 
 
 

NEWS RELEASE 
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 

 
For Immediate Release Tuesday, January 8, 2008 
 The role of police and their service to the community has always 
been a topic of  interest to the average citizen.  
 
The Savannah-Chatham Metropolitan Police Department  formed 
the Citizen Police Academy program to create an expansion of 
their community based efforts, and educate the public on police 
operations.  
 
The program is intended to open the lines of communication 
between the Community and the Police Department. To learn more 
about the CPA and how to enroll in the upcoming Spring-session, 
click on the link below; or copy and paste it into your browser: 
 

http://www.scmpd.org/cityweb/spd.nsf/88132312270a048a85256e4500480e95/d4e699a7dc41c1
94852573ca00587b3e?OpenDocument 
 

Local media are also encouraged to sign up for this informative program. 
 



 
 

NEWS RELEASE 
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Thursday, January 10, 2008 
 
Cyclist seriously injured by hit and run driver  
  
Savannah-Chatham Metro Police are searching for the driver of a car that ran over and seriously 
injured a bicyclist Thursday morning.  
  
The crash occurred shortly after 10 a.m. at the intersection of Wayne and Lincoln streets. The driver 
is a white female in her 20s. She was last seen speeding away from the scene in a white passenger 
car.  
  
The woman reportedly ran the stop sign on Wayne Street and struck the cyclist who was headed 
north on Lincoln. She got out of the car and looked at the cyclist before climbing back into her car 
and sped east on Wayne.  
  
Paramedics responded and rushed the victim to Memorial Health University Medical Center, where 
he is listed in serious condition. Anyone with information about the crash or identity of the hit and 
run driver is urged to call police at 652-6650; or call CrimeStoppers.  

### 



 
NEWS RELEASE   
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson   
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666   
Fax: 912. 525.1587   
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov   
 
For Immediate Release Friday, January 11, 2008   
 
Berkow advances five Metro officers to Sergeant 
   
Savannah-Chatham County, Georgia  - Five officers climbed within the rank and file of the Savannah-Chatham 
Metropolitan Police Department’s finest to advance to the rank of Sergeant. Chief Michael Berkow announced the 
promotions Dec. 12,  which became effective Jan. 11. 
 
The chief extends congratulations to the appointees and welcomes each of them to their new levels of  responsibility. 
"Personnel decisions-hiring, training, discipline and promotion-are the most important decisions that a leader 
makes," Berkow said. "They signal the values of the organization and show what the leader wants. They reward 
members of the department for their good and thoughtful work, all of which applies here today." 
 
An official promotion ceremony was held on Friday, Jan. 11 at 1 p.m. in the Savannah Civic Center ballroom at 23 
West Oglethorpe St.  Promoted to the professional rank of Police Sergeant are:   
 
Billy W. Cunningham II    

 Billy W. Cunningham II has served with the department for 17 years. He has worked as a 
precinct detective, property crimes investigator and undercover officer with TRAP. He also 
served as a Metro liaison to the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.  
 
He and his wife Elena have one son, Billy III.  
He is the son of Billy Sr. and Mary Cunningham from Fayetteville, NC. Sgt. Cunningham was 
pinned by his father, Ret. Senior Master Sgt. Billy Cunningham Sr.. 
 

 
Dan Flood 
 

 Dan Flood, a Savannah native and Benedictine Military School graduate, joined the 
department in 1995. He has worked in nearly every corner of the department, 
including the criminal investigations, support services and the patrol divisions.  
 
He holds instructor certifications in firearms, defensive tactics, CPR and first aid, less-
lethal and chemical munitions; and has served the last several years with the 
department’s training unit. He is also member of the SWAT Team.  
 

In addition to his certifications, Flood has a bachelor’s degree from Saint Leo University. He and his wife, Dana, 
have two sons, Daniel, age 7, and Ryan, age 3.  Sgt. Flood was pinned by his wife Dana. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
NEWS RELEASE 
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Tuesday, January 15, 2008 
 
Surveillance at 35th and Waters 
 
The Savannah-Chatham Metropolitan Police Department has placed the final touches on a surveillance camera at the 
corner of 35th Street and Waters Avenue. The camera is highly visible with a strobe blue light. It has web-based 
monitoring capability, which is accessible to investigators and patrol supervisors 24 hours a day.  
  
Chief Michael Berkow ordered the camera installed four days after the Jan. 6 shooting death of 51-year-old Edward 
Robinson. The order followed the reluctance of witnesses to come forward with information after the shooting.  
  
Cameras are essential in neighborhoods where fear and indifference retards the flow of information. The chief wants 
everyone to know that the department is watching and aware of what is going on. The camera is the first of its kind to 
be installed. It is one of several to be located in hot spots throughout the city and county.  
  
“It is a huge frustration that no one has cooperated in this homicide investigation,” Berkow said. “Our goal is public 
safety. The camera will be used as an investigative tool to monitor activity not only in the Waters corridor, but in 
areas that have historically posed challenges for residents and police.”  
  
Metro officers responded to the after hours nightspot known as Selena’s shortly after 5 a.m. Jan. 6 on a report of 
shots fired. When they arrived, the officers found Williams shot multiple times.  Paramedics rushed him to Memorial 
Health University Medical Center, where he later died. Witnesses reported seeing a black male wearing a green 
hooded sweater running away from the scene.  
  
In addition to Robinson, two other men have been shot and killed in front of the club, one in 2005 followed by 
another in 2006. All of the investigations remain open.  Anyone with information is urged to call detectives at 651-
6728; or call CrimeStoppers. 



 
NEWS RELEASE 
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Tuesday, January 15, 2008 
 
Surveillance at 35th and Waters 
 
The Savannah-Chatham Metropolitan Police Department has placed the final touches on a surveillance camera at the 
corner of 35th Street and Waters Avenue. The camera is highly visible with a strobe blue light. It has web-based 
monitoring capability, which is accessible to investigators and patrol supervisors 24 hours a day.  
  
Chief Michael Berkow ordered the camera installed four days after the Jan. 6 shooting death of 51-year-old Edward 
Robinson. The order followed the reluctance of witnesses to come forward with information after the shooting.  
  
Cameras are essential in neighborhoods where fear and indifference retards the flow of information. The chief wants 
everyone to know that the department is watching and aware of what is going on. The camera is the first of its kind to 
be installed. It is one of several to be located in hot spots throughout the city and county.  
  
“It is a huge frustration that no one has cooperated in this homicide investigation,” Berkow said. “Our goal is public 
safety. The camera will be used as an investigative tool to monitor activity not only in the Waters corridor, but in 
areas that have historically posed challenges for residents and police.”  
  
Metro officers responded to the after hours nightspot known as Selena’s shortly after 5 a.m. Jan. 6 on a report of 
shots fired. When they arrived, the officers found Williams shot multiple times.  Paramedics rushed him to Memorial 
Health University Medical Center, where he later died. Witnesses reported seeing a black male wearing a green 
hooded sweater running away from the scene.  
  
In addition to Robinson, two other men have been shot and killed in front of the club, one in 2005 followed by 
another in 2006. All of the investigations remain open.  Anyone with information is urged to call detectives at 651-
6728; or call CrimeStoppers. 



 
MEDIA ADVISORY  
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release January 18, 2008 
 
The Savannah Chatham Metro Police Department as well as the City of Savannah will host the first 
St. Patrick’s Day Planning Symposium Saturday, Jan. 18 at the Inn at Ellis Square.  
  
As many of you know, Savannah has the second largest St. Patrick’s Day celebration in the Country. 
Chief Michael Berkow has invited subject matter experts in large event planning and crowd control 
issues from various departments stretching across the Country to assist us in planning for this year’s 
as well as future St. Patrick’s Day celebrations.  
  
Members of the media are invited to attend, meet the panel of experts and ask questions. The 
symposium is from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. when the discussion and presentations are concluded. However, 
there will be press availability with other members of the planning committee who will be in 
attendance. Cameras will be allowed at the beginning and end of the presentations. 



 
NEWS RELEASE 
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release January 19, 2008 
 
The Savannah Chatham Metro Police Department as well as the City of Savannah will host the first 
St. Patrick’s Day Planning Symposium Saturday, Jan. 19 at the Inn at Ellis Square.  
  
As many of you know, Savannah has the second largest St. Patrick’s Day celebration in the Country. 
Chief Michael Berkow has invited subject matter experts in large event planning and crowd control 
issues from various departments stretching across the Country to assist us in planning for this year’s 
as well as future St. Patrick’s Day celebrations.  
  
Members of the media are invited to attend, meet the panel of experts and ask questions. The 
symposium is from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. when the discussion and presentations are concluded. However, 
there will be press availability with other members of the planning committee who will be in 
attendance. Cameras will be allowed at the beginning and end of the presentations. 



 
MEDIA ADVISORY  
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Wednesday, January 23, 2008 
 
Traffic crash closes I-16  
  
A two-car crash closed a portion of I-16 and sent one driver to the hospital Wednesday. The crash occurred 
shortly before 8 a.m. when a Yates Pest Control truck hit a guardrail, overturned and rolled into the path of a 
Honda van.  
  
The truck driver, identified as Gregory Beach, 30, claims he lost control and struck the guardrail after of his 
2004 Ford Ranger was struck by another car that left the scene. The crash happened as Beach attempted to 
merge onto I-16 west, from the I-516 connector. The truck was loaded with water and a dried chemical 
(Fipronil).  
  
Savannah-Chatham Metro Police and Savannah Fire and Haz Mat crews responded to the scene. Both of the 
westbound lanes were closed more than an hour. Beach had to be taken to Memorial Health University Medical 
Center with minor injuries. He was treated and released.  
  
The driver of the Honda van, identified as 77-yrear-old David Franco was unharmed. His vehicle sustained 
only minor damage.  
  
Metro officers spent more than an hour re-routing motorists away from the wreckage, while hazmat crews 
cleaned up the spill. All of the lanes reopened around 9 a.m. once the wreckage and debris were cleared.  
  
The driver of the truck was cited for traveling too fast for conditions. Police are still investigating his claim of a 
vehicle that hit him and left the scene. 

-30-  
 



 
MEDIA ADVISORY  
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Friday, 25, 2008 
 
Police search for shooting suspect 

Savannah-Chatham Metro detectives are trying to find 23-year-old Jamari 
Tilley. He is wanted for aggravated assault with a gun and other crimes 
including reckless conduct and possession of a firearm by a convicted 
felon and discharge of a firearm on a public street.  
 
Tilley is a persistent, prolific, offender who is armed and dangerous. He 
frequents the area around Mills B. Lane and Amaranth Avenue, and may 
have relatives in Richmond Hill. He is 5-feet-6, 170-180 pounds.  
 
Tilley has eluded arrest since the Jan. 17 shooting of a man at the corner of 
59th and Crane streets in Savannah. Anyone with information on his 

whereabouts is urged to contact Metro's Violent Crimes Unit at 651-6728; or call CrimeStoppers, 234-2020. 
 
 



 
NEWS RELEASE 
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Tuesday, January 29, 2008 
 
Metro Animal Control upgrades animal transport 

 
 
Savannah-Chatham Metro’s Animal Control unit has added two new state of the art animal transport carriers to its fleet. 
The design and construction of the carriers will improve service response times to animal complaints while providing a 
humane climate for the animals already in transport.  
  
The carriers, designed with an added layer of comfort for animals came with a price tag of 15000 each. The units are 
constructed to provide a humane climate for extended periods, which will greatly enhance the overall efficiency of animal 
control filed operations.  
  
The modules are designed to cool the animals in the hot humid days of summer, and keep them warm during the winter 
months. They are far more spacious than the older transport units are and have separate compartments for various breeds. 
  
In addition to the comfort these units provide, the expanded space will greatly reduce the number of trips to and from the 
animal shelter, and free Animal Control Officers (ACOs) to respond to more calls when needed.  
  
In 2007, ACOs responded to nearly 10,000 complaints that required transport of over 5,000 domestic and other animals. 
The addition of the two new carriers will serve to free up ACOs for quicker response while providing animals already in 
transport a safe and humane environment.  
 
There will be press availability with Lt. Boulware today between  2 p.m.-4 p.m. at 295 Police Memorial Drive on the new 
carriers and their impact on field operations. 

### 



 
NEWS RELEASE 
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Wednesday, January 30, 2008 
 
Metro moves to upgrade field communications 

Fifteen patrol cars in the Islands Precinct have a new fixture that will 
not only enhance communications, but keep officers in safe while out 
patrolling.  
  
Savannah-Chatham Metro Police Chief Michael Berkow directed the 
installation of radios in the police cars, in addition to the portable ones 
currently carried by officers.  
  
“Geographically, the Islands and other areas with large bodies of 
water have presented some communications challenges for the officers 

using only portable radios,” Berkow said. “The limitations of the portable units have been a key concern for the 
officers because radios serve as their lifeline in the field. Our goal is to expand the mobile component to every 
car starting in the areas that have been most problematic.” 
 
The city and county governments have endorsed the plan to gradually phase in the radios to eliminate any 
police communications problems or safety issues. The department has spent $38,000 to outfit 15 of the 
precinct's 20 cars with the radios. 
 
The Islands Precinct is the first to benefit from this field communications enhancement project, which will be 
phased over the next several years.  
  
There will be press availability with Islands Precinct Commander Capt. Larry Branson Wednesday from 3 to 4 
p.m. to talk about the radios and how they will benefit the officers and the citizens in the precinct.  

### 



 
MEDIA ADVISORY  
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Wednesday, January 30, 2008 
  
Truman Parkway crash injures two and closes highway 
  
A two-car crash on the Truman Parkway tied up traffic for south bound motorists between the DeRenne and 
Eisenhower exits for a little more than an hour Wednesday. Both drivers were taken to the hospital with minor 
injuries from the crash that happened shortly before 4 p.m.  
  
Savannah-Chatham Metro officers responded to the scene where they found a Toyota pickup occupied by the 
driver and a Saturn passenger car with a mother and her restrained infant inside.  
  
Police learned that both vehicles were headed south when the driver of the Toyota made an improper lane 
change in front of the Saturn. Both of the vehicles collided despite the evasive actions taken by the drivers to 
avoid the crash.  
  
The Toyota overturned and rolled, spilling fuel onto the highway. The driver was not seriously injured. 
Savannah Fire crews responded to clean up the spill.  
  
The driver of the Saturn was taken to the hospital with minor injuries. The infant was not injured, but was 
taken to the hospital along with the mom. The mom and child went to Candler hospital, the driver of the 
Toyota to Saint Josephs.  
  
Police cited both of the drivers. The driver of the Toyota was charged with making an improper lane change, 
and the driver of the Saturn for driving without insurance.  
  
The roadway re-opened shortly after 5 p.m... The names of the drivers can be obtained from the accident 
reports, which will be available on Thursday.  

### 



 
MEDIA ADVISORY  
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Thursday, January 31, 2008 
 
Badge-pinning for Metro’s “Newest Blues”  
  
The first graduating class of Savannah-Chatham Metro police officers for 2008 will receive their rite of passage 
Friday, February 1, at 1 p.m. in the squad room at police headquarters.  
  
The officers officially graduated from the police academy on Dec. 14, and immediately began their walking 
beat patrols over the holidays. This was the first class to be sworn in before completing an additional five 
weeks of training following the academy.  
  
There was little time for the traditional badge-pinning rite, which historically follows every the mandated 10-
week-long course. The graduates went directly from the academy to the streets where they supplemented the 
holiday crime suppression patrols in neighborhoods and commercial areas.  
  
They resumed their training in the department’s mandated curriculum with another 5- weeks of studies on top 
of their walking beat assignments this year.  
  
Chief Berkow and the senior command staff will gather to recognize this important contribution and 
accomplishment as each officer is officially pinned with his/her badge. The new officers will have the weekend 
off before reporting to their assigned precincts for duty on Monday, February 4.  

### 
 



 
NEWS RELEASE  
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson  
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666  
Fax: 912. 525.1587  
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov  
 
For Immediate Release Monday, February 11, 2008 
 
Unified Command Chiefs apologize  to victim families  
 
The Fire Ground operations under the Unified Command System in Chatham County continued with recovery 
efforts at the Imperial Sugar Refinery plant in Port Wentworth Sunday, Feb. 10.  
   
Workers located a sixth victim in the blast area shortly after 5 p.m.... Metro Forensics investigators processed 
the body before removal and sent it to the GBI Crime Lab for autopsy and identification.  
   
Preparation for notification of the eight families was scheduled for Monday morning. However, a release of the 
information was made to the public prior to that notification.  
   
Savannah-Chatham Police Chief Michael Berkow and Port Wentworth Fire Chief Greg Long, along with 
members of the Unified Command wishes to express their deepest apologies to those who had to hear of the 
most recent discovery through the media.  
   
The unconfirmed release inadvertently originated from the State Insurance and Fire Commissioner's Office out 
of Atlanta. The recovery efforts here in Savannah are continuing today under a Unified Command System.  
   
Details surrounding the efforts will be released as soon as they become available. A press conference e will be 
held Monday at 2 p.m. in front of the Our Lady of   Lourdes church in Port Wentworth to update the 
community on the ongoing effort. 



 
NEWS RELEASE 
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Thursday, February 14, 2008 
 
Fire ground operations and injured victims of sugar refinery blast  
   
Port Wentworth, GA - Fire ground operations continued Thursday in connection with the Feb 7 explosion at the Imperial 
Sugar Refinery. Thursday's operations include recovery, extinguishing the blaze and restoration of the fire suppression 
system at the facility, Port Wentworth Fire Chief Greg Long announced.  
  
The Unified Command recovery effort is being conducted with the help of the Georgia Search and Recovery unit. The 
team of emergency workers are tunneling through mounds of rubble in search of the eighth victim.  
  
Heavy construction equipment, including cranes and cutting torches, are being used to facilitate the recovery effort. 
However, the process is one that is time and labor intensive. The cranes are required to hoist the heavy debris while 
recovery experts use blowtorches to cut their way into a 200-square foot area that has yet to be searched.  
  
In addition to the recovery efforts, firefighters were able to extinguish flames remained burning in one of three silos. Two 
applications of foam was used Wednesday around 11 p.m., but the flames have continued into Thursday. The flames were 
extinguished around 1 p.m. Thursday after firefighters brought in high-pressure water guns in conjunction with the foam. 
Upon extinguishing the fire, emergency crews began the restoration of the refinery’s fire suppression system to render 
other structures safe to resume operations. 
  
At the conclusion of the recovery and fire ground operations, local, state, and federal agencies will move on site for 
further investigation into the cause and origin of the blast. The investigation could take days to months to conclude.  
 
A transitional briefing will be held Thursday at 5 p.m. at the entrance to the refinery. The briefing will include 
representatives from the investigative teams, which include Metro Police, the State Fire Marshal's office and the Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives.  
  
In addition to the recovery efforts, Metro detectives have identified 40 victims injured in the blast. Following is a list of 
the injured, which does not include deaths. The names of the deceased will be released when recovery efforts conclude 
and all of the families have been notified:  
  

Paul Seckinger Mckinley Habersham Darien Brown James Ferguson  Michael Sansale  
Lawrence Manker Gene Bryan Malcolm Frasier  Matthew Freeman  David Mayes  
Justin Pernel Shameir Frasier (Delayed Death)  Lorne Gilbert  Kenneth Wynn  
James Butler Troy Bacon Rachel Islas Patricia Grant-Singleton Darien Brown 
John Butler Walter Maxwell Steven Way Johnny Hickman David Byrnes 
Calvin Bryant Refugio Garcia Donald Farmer Nakishya Hill Amiel Foster 
Alphonso Fields Kijuanus Wright Tomas Ordaz Tomas Gratalez  Hilton Smith  
Raquel Garcia Patricia Proctor  Derrick Bing Antonio Washington  Luis Trujillo  

 
 

### 



 
MEDIA ADVISORY  
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Thursday, February 14, 2008 
  
The traffic lanes of the Islands Expressway reopened shortly before 9 p.m. Thursday following the crash that 
claimed the life of a Savannah woman. Letha Nessola, 67, died after her Buick Century was struck while 
crossing the eastbound lanes of the highway. The crash happened after Nessola pulled into the path of an 
eastbound Infinity Sport Utility Vehicle driven by Choung Dang, 43, of Savannah.  
  
Sarah Brantley, 17 was a passenger in the car with her grandmother (Nessola) and had to be treated at Candler 
Hospital for minor injuries. The driver of the SUV (Dang) also was taken to Candler where he remains in 
stable condition.  
  
The roadway had to be closed shortly before 6 p.m., which produced traffic delays and redirection for many 
island commuters. The location of the crash forced eastbound motorists to be rerouted to President Street while 
westbound travelers were redirected to Highway 80. Motorists living in the Oatland Island subdivisions were 
allowed passage as conditions cleared.  
  
Other roadways affected by the congestion included Victory Drive, Skidaway, and Truman Parkway. 

### 



 
MEDIA ADVISORY  
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For Immediate Release Friday, February 15, 2008 
 
Earlier this morning, political leaders from Washington, D.C., along with the refinery's chief executive officer 
held a private meeting with plant employees and family members of victims who were either injured or 
perished in the blast. It was a poignant and uplifting event that was faith-based.  
  
At least one of the victims from the blast attended. Hundreds of his fellow employees wore blue and red 
ribbons to show support and remembrance. Two veteran employees spoke on behalf of others in attendance. 
  
The employees, who had more than 60 years of combined service, gave condolences to the families and spoke 
on the long-standing history of a company that has always taken care of their own.  
  
The political leaders promised a full and thorough investigation and vowed their support for the rebuilding 
efforts. Afterwards, they took questions from the audience, which included more than 200 workers.  
 
A press conference will be held Friday at 5 p.m. on the latest investigative developments in the Feb. 7 Imperial 
Sugar Refinery explosion. The conference will be at the entrance to the Port Wentworth plant on Oxnard 
Drive.  
  
The investigative team, which comprises members of the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and 
Explosives, the Georgia State Fire Marshal’s Office and the Savannah-Chatham Metro Police Department, will 
take questions from reporters following the briefing. 

### 
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For Immediate Release Friday, February 15, 2008 
 
A press conference will be held Friday at 5 p.m. on the latest investigative developments in the Feb. 7, Imperial Sugar 
Refinery explosion. The conference will be at the entrance to the Port Wentworth plant on Oxnard Drive.  
  
The investigative team, which comprises members of the Federal Bureau of Alcohol Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, 
the Georgia State Fire Marshal’s Office and the Savannah-Chatham Metro Police Department, will take questions from 
reporters following the briefing.  
  

### 
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Fax: 912. 525.1587  
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For Immediate Release Friday, February 15, 2008  
 
Sugar refinery blast reveals no signs of criminal wrongdoing  
   
The Feb. 7 blast that claimed the lives of nine Imperial Sugar workers and injured 39 others has been ruled 
 an industrial accident.  
 
The criminal investigative team, which is comprised of members of the federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, the Georgia State Fire Marshal’s office, and the Savannah-Chatham 
Metro Police Department, released their findings Friday at a press conference in Port Wentworth.  
   
After an extensive assessment of the scene and evidence from the blast, followed by interviews with 
numerous employees, investigators found no signs of criminal wrongdoing.  
   
ATF agents were able to trace the origin of the blast to sugar dust found at the base of one of three silos. 
However, the igniting source has yet to be determined.  
   
The investigation has now transitions over to the federal Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
and the federal Chemical Safety Board for the administrative follow up.  
   
Fire ground operations concluded Thursday night after search and recovery teams located the eighth victim 
that remained missing. Another victim subsequently died Thursday morning as a result of his injuries.  
   
All of the families have been notified. Following is a list of the victims that died from the blast:  
   
Eric Barnes    
Truitt Byers  
Shelathia Harvey  
Earl Johnson  
Earl Quarterman  
Byron Singleton  
Michael Williams  
Tony Thomas  
Michael Kelly Fields  
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For Immediate Release Wednesday, February 20, 2008 
 
Metro detectives seek man with answers 

Savannah-Chatham Metro detectives are asking the public to help 
locate 38-year-old Timothy Gadson. Detectives want to question 
Gadson in connection with the Feb. 9 aggravated assault of a man 
who was dropped off at Memorial Health University Medical Center 
with a stab wound.  
 
Ricardo Anderson, 23, of Savannah, had to undergo surgery after 
being dropped off. He subsequently died on Feb. 15. However, 
detectives have identified Gadson as someone who may have 
information about the attack. 

 
The incident happened on Price Street near Henry and Anderson streets. Detectives are still investigating the 
details surrounding the motive. 
 
Gadson is 5-feet-7, 150 pounds with black hair and brown eyes. He is known to frequent the 1300 block of 
Price Street, as well as Yamacraw and Hitch Village public housing communities.  
   
Anyone with information on the whereabouts of Gadson is urged to call Metro’s violent crimes unit at 651-
6728. He is NOT a suspect. He wanted for questioning.  

### 
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For Immediate Release Wednesday, February 20, 2008 
 
Metro police investigate toddler drowning   
  
Savannah-Chatham Metro police are investigating the drowning of  a toddler found floating in a pond behind 
her West Chatham home. A family member found the unresponsive child in the pond located in the 700 block 
of Chevis Road shortly before noon Wednesday, and called for help.  
  
When police and paramedics arrived, the 2-year-old, identified as Angela Brundage was taken to Memorial 
Health University Medical Center where she later died. Police cordoned off the pond and questioned witnesses. 
  
The child reportedly followed the family pet into the pond located about 50 yards from the home. The family 
noticed the child missing after the dog returned to the yard wet.  
  
They checked the pond and discovered the little girl. A family member started CPR before the arrival of 
paramedics and police.  
  
A preliminary examination revealed no signs of foul play. The body was sent to the GBI Crime lab for an 
autopsy and the Department of Family and Children Services were notified. More details will be released as 
they become available.  

### 
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Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Wednesday, February 20, 2008 
 

SCMPD ANIMAL CONTROL OFFERS 1 st RABIES CLINIC FOR 2008 
 

Don't leave your pet unprotected 
 

 
 

The Savannah-Chatham Metropolitan Police Department Animal Control Unit is offering the 1 st 
Rabies Clinic for dogs and cats for 2008. Responsible pet ownership means taking the time to 
have your pets vaccinated against the treat of rabies 
 

Rabies can be 100% prevented with this simple inoculation! 
 

That is why SCMPD’s Animal Control Staff, and VCA Greater Animal Hospital are offering this 
clinic. The attending Veterinarian will be Dr. D. Douglas.  

  
The fee for the inoculation is only $6.00.  

  
The clinic will run from 9a.m. until 5p.m., Saturday, February 23, 2008, at the Chatham County 

Animal Shelter located at 7215 Sallie Mood Dr., Savannah, Georgia. (Behind the Humane 
Society)  

  
Animal Control officers will be on-hand to assist pet owners with their animals and provide a 

safe environment for all.  
  

To ensure the safety of your pet and others, pet owners must take the following steps before 
arriving to the clinic:  

 



 
MEDIA ADVISORY  
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Thursday, February 21, 2008 
 
Savannah-Chatham Metro police have located Timothy Gadson and questioned him in 
connection with the Feb. 9 stabbing of Ricardo Anderson. Gadson has been released 
pending further investigation. Anderson died on Feb. 15. The incident occurred on Price in 
the vicinity of Henry and Anderson streets. Anyone with information about the crime is 
urged to call violent crime detectives at 651-6728.  
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For Immediate Release Saturday, February 23, 2008   
 
Exchange Club Awards Ceremony  
 
Ten Savannah-Chatham Metropolitan Police Department employees will be recognized Monday at 
the annual Savannah Exchange Club awards ceremony. Chief Michael Berkow selected the 
recipients based on outstanding service in 2007, including bravery and acts of valor.  
The luncheon is scheduled for noon at the fairgrounds on Medding Street. All members of the 
department and the media are invited. 
 
The following people will be recognized:  
 
 

Sgt. Robert Gavin, SWAT   
 

Sgt. Dan Flood, SWAT  
 

Cpl. Christopher Boyette, SWAT        
 

Star Cpl. Roger Mydell, SWAT  
 

Sgt. Keith Edwards, SWAT  
 

Sgt. Cary Hill, SWAT  
 

Det. David Arbizo, SWAT  
 

Ptl. Chris Talley, Central Precinct  
 

Star Cpl. Donald Bryant, Savannah Impact Program  
 
      Mrs. Eleanor Tyler, Islands Precinct 
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For Immediate Release Wednesday, March 5, 2008  
 
Illness retires Metro's K-9 Bruno 

One of Savannah-Chatham Metro Police Department’s fleet-footed K-9 crime-
fighters is retiring. Bruno, the first of five Belgian Malinois to start the 
department’s K-9 Unit in 2001, has been diagnosed with a cancer that will require 
extensive treatment to extend his life.  
   
The news brings to an end nearly seven years of loyal and dedicated service to the 
agency and our community. Bruno is scheduled to begin treatment on Monday at a 
Jacksonville, Fla., veterinarian hospital. His last day on the job was February 27. 
   
During his tenure, the local Humane Society has heralded Bruno as "Top Dog" 
after he managed to capture a suspect who tried to drown him on Wilmington 

Island. The department also has recognized him for his tenacity, discipline and textbook K-9 apprehension skills. 
 
Taking a bite out of crime has been the moniker for the senior K-9 that has done more than his fair share in sniffing out 
and collaring bad guys 
 
Since his initial certification from Beck’s Canine Training school in 2001, Bruno has served as a force multiplier in the 
department’s crime-fighting mission. Whether scaling six feet fences, wading through marshes, or hiding in attics, few 
criminals have managed to elude Bruno’s tenacious spirit and compelling bite.  
   
With more than 265 arrests and assists, 78 evidence searches, 96 tracking missions, 525 narcotic searches and 216 
building searches, Bruno will retire at the honorary rank of Sergeant.  
   
Bruno’s handler and partner in crime-fighting, Sgt. Greg Ernst will be available from 1-3 p.m. Wednesday at the stables 
on Dean Forest Road to talk more about Bruno, his condition and future prognosis.  

 
### 
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For Immediate Release Thursday, March 13, 2008 
 
Media Planning 
 
Effective at 5 p.m. today, the 2008 Public Safety Operations Plan for Saint Patrick's Day festivities will be in 
full swing. For the first time, a Joint Public Information Center will be set up with public information officers 
from the Savannah-Chatham Metro Police Department, City of Savannah and Savannah Fire and Emergency 
Services located at a centralized command and control headquarters.  
 
The Joint Information Center is just one component of a multi-discipline structure housed inside Chatham 
County's Emergency Operations Center.  
 
All media related public safety  inquiries should be directed to the center at 652 8102 or 652-8103. The PIO 
station will be in full operation from 10.a.m.-midnight each day. You may contact me by cell phone between 
midnight and 10 a.m. for all other EMERGENCIES. 
 
The EOC will serve as the clearing house for all parade and festival activities. There will press availability with 
venue and or Incident Commanders from 4-5 p.m. and 8-9 p.m.Friday and Saturday at the center. Members of 
the press will be granted access to the unified command and control center on Thursday from 6-7 p.m. and on 
Friday from 11 a.m.-noon.  
 
The briefings will outline an overview of daily operations as well as provide information on arrests, injuries 
and all other essential information. The West Chatham Precinct 295 Police Memorial Drive is where the EOC 
is located. 
 
Festival area zone commanders will also be available for interviews in the field. All inquiries for field 
interviews will be coordinated through Matt Stanley or Bret Bell, who will be located in the City Market and 
River Street festival areas.  
Stanley can be reached at 210.3393. Bell can be reached at 667.1825. The two will pair reporters with field 
commanders who are operating out of four zones in the festival areas.  
 
Officers will be prepared to provide comments on festival activity at the various venues and new changes that 
impact the policing efforts of the event. 
 
Several maps and other important information are attached for your planning. 

 
### 
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For Immediate Release Friday, March 14, 2008 
 
Saint Patrick's Day Update 
  
  
A 15-year-old boy who collapsed at the corner at Bay and Price streets while watching the St. Patrick’s Day 
parade Friday has died.  
  
Paramedics rushed the boy to Memorial Health University Medical Center where he was pronounced dead 
shortly after arriving. Savannah-Chatham Metro Police are investigating the death, although the boy had a pre-
existing medical condition, which may have played a factor.  
  
The parade was halted while Metro officers and paramedics responded to the child. The boy, identified as 
Mark Dorsey, of Rincon was watching the parade with his father at the time of the incident.  
  
Metro Police reported no other major incidents during the parade, which ended shortly after 3 p.m.  
  
Crowds along the festival areas, River Street in particular, began to swell before during and after the parade. 
More than 34,000 people had entered the festival area on River Street by 3 p.m…  
  
On Thursday night, Metro Police arrested 10 people – three on River Street and seven in City Market. The 
arrests were for violations ranging from disorderly conduct and public drunkenness to underage drinking and 
public urination.  
  
There will be press availability for updates on police operations, today's tragic death, and the parade and 
festival 4:30 p.m. at the Emergency Operations Center, 295 Police Memorial Drive.  
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For Immediate Release Friday, March 14, 2008 
 
Saint Patrick's Day Update 
  
  
A 15-year-old boy who collapsed at the corner at Bay and Price streets while watching the St. Patrick’s Day 
parade Friday has died.  
  
Paramedics rushed the boy to Memorial Health University Medical Center where he was pronounced dead 
shortly after arriving. Savannah-Chatham Metro Police are investigating the death, although the boy had a pre-
existing medical condition, which may have played a factor.  
  
The parade was halted while Metro officers and paramedics responded to the child. The boy, identified as 
Mark Dorsey, of Rincon was watching the parade with his father at the time of the incident.  
  
Metro Police reported no other major incidents during the parade, which ended shortly after 3 p.m.  
  
Crowds along the festival areas, River Street in particular, began to swell before during and after the parade. 
More than 34,000 people had entered the festival area on River Street by 3 p.m…  
  
On Thursday night, Metro Police arrested 10 people – three on River Street and seven in City Market. The 
arrests were for violations ranging from disorderly conduct and public drunkenness to underage drinking and 
public urination.  
  
There will be press availability for updates on police operations, today's tragic death, and the parade and 
festival 4:30 p.m. at the Emergency Operations Center, 295 Police Memorial Drive.  
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For Immediate Release Friday, March 15, 2008 
 
Crowds fill St. Patrick's Day festival 
 
Large crowds continued to fill the St. Patrick's Day festival areas in downtown Savannah well into Friday night 
and Saturday morning. Savannah-Chatham Metro Police suspended access onto River Street around midnight 
when the crowd climbed to more than 19,000 people. Between 8 a.m. and 11 p.m. Friday, more than 42,000 
people made their way on to River Street.  
 
While the crowds were large, the number of arrests were considerably lower than last year. 
 
From 5 p.m. the night before the 2007 Parade to midnight Parade Day, Metro Police arrested more than 50 
revelers. During the same time period this year, Metro Police arrested 17 people. By 2.am. Saturday, however, 
twenty-one other revelers had also managed to attract the attention of law enforcement.   One of them included 
a Boston Police officer. Thomas Joyce, 46, of  Roxbury, Mass., was arrested after he forced his way into the 
home of two women in the 500 block of East State Street around 10:30 p.m., then fled the scene. While Joyce 
took nothing from the victims, he did assault by physically restraining them and pulling them out of their home. 
Joyce held the two women against their will.  
 
Within minutes of the report, officers patrolling the perimeter of the festival area apprehended Joyce not far 
from the scene of the crime. Detectives charged him with false imprisonment, simple battery, obstruction and 
criminal trespass after the victims identified him as the assailant. He was taken to the Chatham County jail. 
 
Metro Police attribute the low arrest numbers to new security controls and increased police presence. Turnstiles 
installed in the festival area have helped city officials keep an accurate and up to the minute count of 
partygoers. Additional lighting and cameras have served to illuminate the stretch of River Street and enable 
commanders to reduce crowd congestion in specific areas. Officers have utilized the public safety corridor to 
strategically observe and move quickly into potential trouble areas and stop problems before they arise.  
  
Emergency medical personnel responded to 58 medical calls between 8 a.m. Friday and 2 a.m. Saturday in the 
parade and festival areas, including one that involved the collapse of a teen who later died. Thirty-eight other 
festival-goers were transported to hospitals, but their injuries were not considered to be life-threatening. 
Following is a table containing arrests and charges since the start of the festival. 
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For Immediate Release Tuesday, March 18. 2008 
 
 A safe St. Patrick’s Day  
  
A comprehensive safety plan and some unexpected weather led to a safe 2008 St. Patrick’s Day celebration with far fewer 
arrests and crime-related incidents than celebrations in recent years. 
  
Even with the weather and a dark River Street, Savannah-Chatham Metro Police were ready. The plan included: a 
centralized command and control point for all assets and resources, turnstiles to monitor crowd numbers, additional 
officers, a safety corridor to monitor and diffuse problems, more lighting, more cameras, and public transportation for 
party-goers.  
 
Last year, Metro officers arrested more than 200 revelers who got out hand during the three-day celebration.  
This year, only 46 arrests were made, 23 in City Market and 23  from River Street. Emergency medical personnel 
reported 91calls for festival-related injuries between Friday and Saturday, down from 300 the previous year. Sixty-two of 
them had to be transported to local hospitals, including a Rincon teen that collapsed and later died.  
 
Moderate crowds turned out for the annual celebration -  which for some businesses and revelers - started Thursday 
evening.  Metro Police were ready when crowds began flocking to River Street as early as 8 a.m. Friday. Metro officers 
filled the predesignated public safety corridor and the turnstile access points. Meanwhile, Georgia State troopers, State 
Defense Force guardsmen, sheriff’s deputies and other police manned the parade route.  
 
More than 80,000 people passed through the access gates between 8 a.m. Friday and 10 p.m. Saturday. However, the 
revelry ended shortly after 10 p.m., about five hours earlier than anticipated. That’s when storms moved over the region 
and produced a major power outage that left more than 150,000 homes and business without electricity.  
  
While the outage proved disappointing to the thousands of revelers gathered on River Street and  City Market, it 
challenged the readiness and resolve of public safety officials to maintain order and move the crowds safely.  
  
Metro officers used their blue lights and car mounted spotlights to illuminate roadways for safe pedestrian travel until 
generator-powered lights arrived. By 1 a.m., most of the crowds had safely dispersed, making their way to shuttles and 
clearing the streets. No injuries were reported during the blackout.  

### 
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For Immediate Release Friday, March 21, 2008 
 
Twenty-three new officers to hit the streets  
  
Savannah, Chatham County – Savannah-Chatham Metro Police Department is adding more officers to its precinct patrol 
force.  
  
Assistant Chief of Operations Willie Lovett and members of the senior command staff will be on-hand to welcome 23 
new officers to the Department’s finest at a  Southeast Regional Police Academy Graduation 2 p.m., Friday, Mar. 21.  
  
The graduation will be held at the Armstrong Center at 11935 Abercorn Street. City Clerk Dyanne C. Reese and County 
Clerk Sybil Tillman will administer the oaths following the graduation in a special swearing-in ceremony.  
  
The officers will start their active patrol work on foot March 24. With another class of recruits pending graduation from 
the Augusta Police Academy on Apr. 4, Lovett will waste no time putting the newest officers on the streets.  
  
“The new officers traditionally have to go through five more weeks of training before hitting the streets,” Lovett said. 
“But, since we have two graduating classes only two weeks apart, we are delaying the 5-week training-block and putting 
Friday’s graduates to work immediately,” he said.  
  
The new officers have successfully completed the mandated ten-week course to become a Certified Georgia Peace 
Officer.  
  
With ten weeks of training under their belts, the new officers will be assigned to walking beats in various precincts 
throughout the metro area. They will begin walking in pairs starting Monday, learning the beats, the citizens and 
businesses. A police supervisor will shadow the new officers during their patrols before they begin their next phase of 
training.  
  
Metro Police Chief Michael Berkow started the walking beat requirement for new officers back in the spring of 2007. 
Since then, more than 60 officers have started their police careers on foot instead of behind the wheel of a police car.  
  
Following is a list of the “newest blues” to hit the streets walking:  
  

Ofc.Bradley Brown Ofc.Laura McNally  Ofc. Abraham Rodriguez Ofc. Jason Totten 
Ofc. Adam Willis Ofc. Ryan Smith Ofc. Dana Knight  Ofc. John Biggs  
Ofc. Phillip Collard Ofc. Christopher Karsznia  Ofc. Jeff Cotter Ofc. Russell Knox 
Ofc. Robert Lewis Ofc. Eric Smith Ofc. Isaac Moreno  Ofc. Justin Cook  
Ofc. Christopher Tucker Ofc. Susan Carrington  Ofc. Crystal Freyermuth Ofc. Anne Westgate 

 
 

Ofc. Benjamin Caban Ofc. Walter Whipple  Ofc. Janina Rossol  
 

### 
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For Immediate Release Thursday, March 27, 2008 
 
Metro Police search for robbery suspect 

Savannah-Chatham Metro Police are searching for Darius Dantez Scott, 
17, of Savannah. He is wanted for robbery, elder abuse, and theft by 
receiving stolen property.  
 
Scott is known to frequent a Harmon Creek Drive address. He is 6-feet-0, 
170-175 pounds.  
 
Scott is one of two teens who attacked a 70-year-old woman, took the keys 
to her car and fled from a south Chatham County shopping center on Mar. 
12. Fortunately, the woman was not injured.  
 

Metro officers spotted the woman’s car on Mar. 18, which led to the identification and arrest of 19-year-old Kristopher 
Spaulding. 
 
While Spaulding remains in jail on robbery and elder abuse charges, police need your help in locating his accomplice. 
Anyone with information on the whereabouts of Darius Scott is urged to contact detectives in Skidaway Precinct, 303-
1835; or call CrimeStoppers at 234-2020. 
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For Immediate Release Monday, March 31, 2008\ 
 
Overturned SUV snarls traffic on DeRenne 
  
Metro Police cited the driver of a car that caused a three-vehicle crash on DeRenne Avenue shortly after 9:30 
a.m. Monday.  
  
The collision occurred when the driver of a Nissan Maxima failed to yield the right of way while turning onto 
the busy stretch of Highway from Ranger Drive.  
  
The Nissan struck a Honda Passport heading west on DeRenne. The Honda overturned and subsequently 
struck a Toyota Highlander waiting to turn left onto Ranger from DeRenne.  
  
Savannah Fire responded and assisted in extricating the driver and passenger from the Honda. Metro traffic 
officer spent about thirty minutes diverting motorists around the wreckage.  
  
Fortunately, there were no injuries to report. The driver of the Nissan was cited for failure to yield right of way. 
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For Immediate Release Tuesday, April 1, 2008 
 
Dean Forest Road traffic crash  
  
A three-car crash forced the closure of Dean Forest just north of Robert B. Miller roads shortly before 7 p.m. Tuesday. 
The crash sent three people to hospital including the drivers from two vehicles along with a passenger.  
  
Savannah-Chatham Metro Police had to re route motorists until the roadway was cleared.  
  
The preliminary investigation indicate that one of the vehicles traveling north on Dean Forest Road crossed over into the 
southbound lane and struck a second vehicle head-on.  
  
One of the two vehicles that hit head-on subsequently struck a third car in the southbound lane. The driver escaped 
unharmed.  
  
Paramedics rushed the other two drivers and a passenger to Memorial Health University Medical Center with serious 
injuries. Police are investigating the cause of the crash. More details along with the names of the drivers and passenger 
will be released when they are available.  
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For Immediate Release Tuesday, April 1, 2008  
 
Metro's K-9 Bruno laid to rest 
 

One of Savannah-Chatham Metro Police Department’s fleet-footed K-9 crime-
fighters was laid to rest Monday night. Bruno, the first of five Belgian Malinois to 
start the department's K-9 Unit in 2001, was diagnosed with an untreatable form of 
cancer in February.  
 
The diagnosis forced an early retirement for the K-9, ending nearly seven years of 
loyal and dedicated service to the agency and our community . With more than 265 
arrests and assists, 78 evidence searches, 96 tracking missions, 525 narcotic 
searches and 216 building searches, Bruno retired as an honorary K-9 Sergeant on 
Feb. 27.  
 

Bruno's handler, Sgt. Greg Ernst, made a tough – but humane – decision to have his partner and pet of more than seven 
years euthanized. He wanted to prevent his partner from suffering. Ernst and the rest of the department's K-9 family 
assembled Monday for a private burial at the horse stables on Dean Forest Road . 
 
Bruno was born on June 20, 1999 and received his certification after graduating from Beck’s Canine Training school in 
2001. Since joining the department , Bruno has served as a force multiplier in the department’s crime-fighting mission. 
Whether scaling six feet fences, wading through marshes or hiding in attics, few criminals have managed to elude 
Bruno’s tenacious spirit and compelling bite.  
 
During his tenure, the local Humane Society heralded Bruno as "Top Dog" after he managed to capture a suspect who 
tried to drown him in a Wilmington Island waterway. The department also has recognized him for his tenacity, discipline 
and textbook K-9 apprehension and life-saving skills. In 2006, he was credited with saving the life of Ernst after an 
armed suspect tried to shoot the officer at the corner of Atlantic and Gwinnett streets. In 2003, Bruno tracked and located 
a missing 5-year-old who was on the verge of climbing into a refrigerator.  
   
A headstone befitting an outstanding K-9 crime fighter has been ordered for Bruno’s grave site. It will be installed at a 
date to be announced.  

### 
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Precinct Commander’s Community Outreach Project 
  
Southside Precinct Commander Captain Richard Zapal wants to know if YOU want to join the TEAM that 
makes a difference in your community. If so, southside residents will have the opportunity Saturday starting at 
9 a.m. to talk to the commander responsible for crime and quality of life issues in their neighborhoods.  
  
He will not be hard to spot. Zapal will be touring southside neighborhoods on motorcycle, reaching out to those 
citizens who don’t regularly attend neighborhood meetings, but have concerns they would like to share with 
their precinct commander. He will start this Saturday with the Coffee Bluff and Windsor Forest communities,
expanding his coverage to other areas in the coming weeks.  
  
“This is just another way of bridging with the many citizens who don’t have the opportunity to get out to our 
meetings,” Zapal said. “ I want them to know their voices are welcomed, and invite them to take part in 
keeping our neighborhoods safe.”  
  
The twenty-six year veteran will be out jotting down citizen concerns and directing patrol activity to address 
them. So, if you are out in the yard this weekend or taking a stroll in your neighborhoods, don’t be alarmed by 
the presence of the Metro Southside Precinct Commander. He is there to talk about your public safety issues, 
and enlist your help in keeping your community safe.  

### 
 



 
NEWS RELEASE 
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Saturday, April 12, 2008 
 
Metro Police investigate Lincoln Street crash 
 
A man is in the hospital after driving the wrong way down Lincoln Street and hitting a tree Saturday 
morning. Indicators of alcohol and speed were present at the scene of the crash. 
 
Savannah-Chatham Metro Police received reports of a GMC Safari van traveling at a high rate of 
speed down Lincoln Street around 4:30 a.m. The van, which was headed south, struck two 
unattended parked vehicles and a utility pole at the intersection of 42nd Street. The van then struck a 
large oak tree at Lincoln Street and Victory Drive, where the driver was entrapped.  
 
Savannah Fire and Emergency Services removed the driver, who had no identification. He was taken 
to Memorial Health University Medical Center, where he remains in stable condition. Metro Police 
identified him as Lafayette Wright, 54. 
 
The wreckage forced the closure of Victory Drive from Lincoln to Habersham streets, along with 
Lincoln Street between 40th Street and Victory Drive, for about three hours. Charges are pending. 
No additional injuries were reported. 
 

### 



 
MEDIA ADVISORY  
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Monday, April 14, 2008 
 
Metro detectives seek person of interest in 54th Street homicide 

 Savannah-Chatham Metro Police are searching for Ackmed 
Williams, 22, of Savannah.  
 
Williams is wanted for questioning in connection with the Apr. 6 
shooting death of his brother, Alex Williams. He also has an 
outstanding arrest warrant for a probation violation.  
 
Williams is 5-feet-4, 120 pounds. His last known address is in the 

1200 block of East 54 th street where his brother suffered a fatal 
gunshot wound.  

 
Anyone with information on his whereabouts is urged to call violent crimes detectives at 651-6728 or call 
CrimeStoppers, 234-2020. 

### 



 
NEWS RELEASE 
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Monday, April 14, 2008 
 
Police search for shooting suspect 
  
Savannah-Chatham Metro Police are searching for a suspect in connection with a shooting at East 37th  and 
Dieter streets. The suspect is described as a black male, 6-feet tall with a dark complexion and a medium-
length afro. He was last seen running west on 38th Street, wearing a white shirt and dark-colored jeans. 
  
Kenneth Bryant, 20, was shot shortly after 1 p.m. Monday outside of the Second Arnold Baptist Church where 
he had attended a funeral.  Bryant and the suspect were seen in the lane behind the church talking moments 
before the gunfire. 
 
A man driving a red pick-up truck - also attending the funeral - rushed the victim to Memorial Health 
University Medical Center.  
  
Metro detectives questioned several witnesses in connection with the shooting. Anyone with information is 
urged to contact the Metro violent crimes unit at 651-6728; or call CrimeStoppers, 234-2020.  

### 



 
MEDIA ADVISORY  
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Tuesday, April 15, 2008 
 
Person of interest in 54th Street homicide in custody 
  
A man wanted for questioning in connection with the death of his brother and a probation violation 
is in jail.  
  
Ackmed Williams, 22, surrendered to Savannah-Chatham Metro detectives shortly before 10 p.m. 
Tuesday at police headquarters. Detectives arrested him on the outstanding warrant for violating his 
probation.  
  
After questioning, detectives booked him into the county jail. Williams remains a person of interest 
in the Apr. 6 shooting death of his younger brother, Alex Williams.  
  
Williams, 18, was shot at the home in the 1200 block of east 54th Street. He later died from his 
wounds at Memorial Health University Medical Center.  

### 



 
MEDIA ADVISORY  
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Thursday, April 17, 2008 
 
Utah Street homicide suspect indicted 

A Chatham County grand jury indicted 18-year-old Raheem Jamel 
Jackson on Wednesday for the Jan. 31 shooting death of Tavin 
Barlow. 
  
The panel returned the indictments for malice and felony murder, 
aggravated assault, burglary, possession of a firearm during the 
commission of a crime, and false statements and writings.  
  
Metro detectives began investigating the case after Barlow was 
gunned down in his home in  at the 2200 block of Utah Street 

shortly before 11 a.m. on Jan. 31. Police identified Jackson as a person of interest after talking to witnesses 
who saw him running away from the scene of the shooting. 
 
After questioning Jackson, detectives arrested him for making false statements and writings. He was booked 
into the county jail on Feb. 1. 
 
Police learned Barlow had shared his home with Jackson’s mother and another son before forcing the teens to 
leave a few months before the shooting. Barlow returned home early from work in response to an animal 
complaint when he found Jackson inside without permission.  
 
During the confrontation, Jackson shot Barlow multiple times before fleeing from the house. Barlow, 38 died a 
short time later at Memorial Health University Medical Center. 

### 
 



 
MEDIA ADVISORY  
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Friday, April 18, 2008 
 
Henderson Golf Club brawl-CRN 080412118  
 
On Saturday, April 12, Savannah-Chatham Metro Police responded to a golf-club swinging 
incident involving two groups of adult men – which resulted in injuries to Rev. Small and 
William Boyd Harner.   
 
At the time, each group indicated the other had instigated the fray.  The responding officer chose 
not to arrest the entire group involved in the altercation, and a detective was assigned to 
investigate the incident to ascertain the facts.    
Metro Police fully intended to carry out a thorough investigation. Rev. Small’s party and the 
party of soldiers, who had just returned from Iraq, were both cooperating with police.  However, 
Rev. Small obtained a Magistrate Court warrant Monday morning, which preempts investigative 
efforts by police.  
 
The matter is now in the jurisdiction of the courts. 
 

### 



 
NEWS RELEASE 
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Friday, April 18, 2008 
 
Man wanted for questioning in assault and kidnapping 

Savannah-Chatham Metro Police are asking the public to help locate 
a man wanted for questioning in an assault and kidnapping. 
 
Reginal Decarlos Lee, 28, is a person of interest in a Thursday night 
attack. Lee lives in the 1700 block of Grove Street and was last seen 
driving a silver 1992 Buick Park Avenue. He has a history of 
domestic violence. 
 
The attack occurred shortly after 7 p.m. when Lee-the victim's 
estranged boyfriend- forced his way inside the victim's Buick Park 

Avenue on Grove Street.  Lee refused to get out of the car and demanded a ride to a relative’s house. The 
woman complied. 
 
While driving, Lee ordered the woman to stop the car and took her keys. He then struck the woman several 
times, producing injury to her head and face. He also threatened the woman's life during the assault. 
 
Lee reportedly drove across the Talmadge Bridge into South Carolina. He  turned around and headed back to 
Savannah when the car’s low fuel light came on.When he stopped at a gas station off Interstate 95 at Ga. 204 
to refuel, the victim  managed to escape and summon help.  
 
Lee climbed back into the Buick and sped off when he saw the victim asking for help. He was last seen driving 
east on Ga. 204 shortly after 8:30 p.m. 
 
Metro officers responded to the gas station where they found the injured woman. Paramedics rushed her to St. 
Joseph’s Hospital, where she was treated for injuries. 
 
Anyone with information on Lee’s whereabouts is urged to call detectives at 651-6934; or call CrimeStoppers.
 

### 



 
NEWS RELEASE 
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Monday, April 21, 2008 
 

Metro Police offers Crime Free Housing seminar 
The Savannah-Chatham Metro Police Department’s Crime Free Housing Unit seeks to 
expand the number of certified crime free apartment complexes in our community.  
  
Phase one of the certification process will take place on April 29 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
The free class will be held at the department’s training unit in the Savannah Mall. 
 
Since 1999, the department has been working with property managers to bolster the 

number of complexes participating in the program. Crime Free Housing not only bridges relations between the 
department and rental properties, it also provides information on proven strategies to make communities safer.  
 
At least 50 Chatham County complexes have already taken advantage of the program, which resulted in fewer
calls for service. For more information on crime free housing, you can visit the department’s website at 
www.scmpd.org.  To register for the upcoming seminar, download the attached pdf and fax to 912 525-1738.

### 



 
NEWS RELEASE  
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson  
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666  
Fax: 912. 525.1587  
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov  
 
For Immediate Release Tuesday, April 22, 2008  
 

Metro Police search for kidnapping suspect 
Savannah-Chatham Metro Police Detectives have secured arrest 
warrants for Reginald Decarlos Lee, 28, of Savannah. He is wanted  
for kidnapping, battery, and auto theft in connection with the 
Thursday night attack on his estranged girlfriend.  
 
Metro police are  asking the public's help to locate him. Lee lives in 
the 1700 block of Grove Street and was last seen driving a silver 
1992 Buick Park Avenue that he took from the victim.  
 
The attack occurred shortly after 7 p.m. when Lee forced his way 

inside the victim's Buick Park Avenue.  Lee refused to get out of the car and demanded a ride to a relative’s 
house. The woman complied. 
 
While driving, Lee ordered the victim to stop the car and took her keys. He then struck the woman several 
times, producing injury to her head and face. He also threatened the woman's life during the assault. 
 
Lee drove across the Talmadge Bridge into South Carolina. He  turned around and headed back to Savannah 
when the car’s low fuel light came on. 
 
When Lee stopped at a gas station off Interstate 95 at Ga. 204 to refuel, the victim  managed to escape and 
summon help. Lee climb back into the Buick and sped off when he saw the victim asking for help.  
 
He was last seen driving east on Ga. 204 shortly after 8:30 p.m. 
 
Metro officers responded to the gas station where they found the injured woman. Paramedics rushed her to St. 
Joseph’s Hospital, where she was treated for injuries. 
 
Anyone with information about Lee’s whereabouts is urged to call detectives at 651-6728; or call 
CrimeStoppers. 
 

### 



 
NEWS RELEASE  
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson  
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666  
Fax: 912. 525.1587  
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov  
 
For Immediate Release Wednesday, April 23, 2008  
 
Person of interest sought in double homicide 

Savannah-Chatham Metro Police detectives are asking the public to 
help locate a person of interest in connection with the deaths of  two 
men found on Linden Street. 
 
Jason Castro Gonzalez, 23, of Savannah, is 5-feet-5, 130 pounds; 
and frequents the Leeds Gate subdivision in southside Savannah. 
His right arm is bandaged with a tattoo of a dragon; the left forearm 
has Chinese lettering. 
   
Isaias Pastor, 28, and his cousin, Alfredo Enrique Pastor, 23, were 

found dead on Linden Drive late Monday. A motorists saw the bodies and called police shortly after midnight. 
Neither of the three men lived on Linden Drive. 
 
 When police arrived, they canvassed the neighborhood for witnesses. They later located witnesses who 
identified Gonzalez as a person of interest. Anyone with information on the whereabouts of Gonzalez is urged 
to call Metro's violent crimes unit at 651-6728, or CrimeStoppers at 234-2020. 

### 



 
NEWS RELEASE 
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Friday, May 2, 2008 
 

Metro Police seeking suspects in unrelated crimes 
Savannah-Chatham Metro Police are searching for a teen that broke into a home in Isle of 
Hope and stole a handgun.  
 
Metro detectives in Skidaway Precinct are asking the public to help to locate Robert 
Jewette Futch, 18, of Savannah, in connection with the burglary.  
  
Futch is in possession of a Glock-23 semi-automatic handgun taken from the home on 
April 23, as well as other property. He is 5-feet-8, 145 pounds and frequents the area of 

Chevis Road in Ogeechee Farms. 
 
Police are also searching for Dominique "Domo" Ford, 22, of Savannah, in connection 
with an unrelated crime.  
 
He is a person of interest in the shooting death of Walter Mathis.  
 
Ford is also wanted for providing false information to police during the investigation. 
  
The shooting stemmed from a robbery in the 1000 block of Love Street on Dec. 23, 
2007. 

 
Anyone with information on the whereabouts of either of these suspects is urged to call Metro detectives at 
651-6728; or call CrimeStoppers.  

### 

 



 
NEWS RELEASE 
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Tuesday, May 6, 2008  
 
Sex offender sought for burglar of  business 

Savannah-Chatham Metro Police are asking for the public’s help in locating 
a convicted sex offender wanted for burglary and violating his probation.  
 
Police have obtained an arrest warrant for 33-year-old Benny Albert 
Murray in connection with a burglary at the Paper Tiger, located at 2 Alfred 
Street on April 16.  
 
Murray also is wanted for failing to register an address with his probation 
officer after his release from prison in Aug. 2006. Detectives believe he may 
be residing or frequenting the Louisville Road to Gwinnett Street area near 
Magazine Avenue.  
 
Murray is a white male, 5-feet-8, and medium build. He had brown hair and 
was clean-shaven when he left prison, but may have changed his appearance. 
 
Anyone with information on his whereabouts is urged to contact Metro's 

property crimes unit at 651-6723, or call Crime Stoppers at 234-2020. 
 

 



 
NEWS RELEASE  
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson  
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666  
Fax: 912. 525.1587  
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov  
 
For Immediate Release Friday, May 9, 2008  
 
Twenty-nine new officers to hit the streets  
 
The Savannah-Chatham Metro Police Department is adding more officers to its precinct patrol force.  
 
The newest members completed the 10-week police academy to become certified Georgia Peace Officers on March 
21. After five additional weeks of training in Metro’s Patrol School, the recruits are ready to join the ranks.  
 
Metro Police Chief Michael Berkow and the senior command staff will join family and friends of the recent 
graduates at a badge-pinning ceremony at 1 p.m. Friday. The pinning ceremony will take place in the ballroom at the 
Armstrong Center at 11935 Abercorn Street.  
 
With 15 weeks of training under their belts, the new officers will be assigned to walking beats in various precincts. 
They will begin walking in pairs starting Monday, learning the beats, the citizens and businesses.  A police 
supervisor will shadow the new officers during their patrols before beginning their final phase of training in the 
Police Training Officer program.  
 
The walking beat requirement for new officers began in the spring of 2007. Since then, more than 90 officers have 
started their police careers on foot instead of behind the wheel of a police car.  
 
Following is a list of the “newest blues” to hit the streets walking: 
 
Ofc. Bradley Brown  Ofc. Laura McNally    

   
Ofc. Abraham Rodriguez  Ofc. Jason Totten  

Ofc. Adam Willis  Ofc. Ryan Smith  Ofc. Dana Knight    
   

Ofc. John Biggs  

Ofc. Phillip Collard  Ofc. Christopher Karsznia  Ofc. Jeff Cotter  Ofc. Russell Knox  
Ofc. Norman Harvey  Ofc. Eric Smith  Ofc. Isaac Moreno    

   
Ofc. Justin Cook  

Ofc. Christopher Tucker  Ofc. Susan Carrington  Ofc. Crystal Freyermuth  Ofc. Anne Westgate  
Ofc. Benjamin Caban  Ofc. Walter Whipple  Ofc. Janina Rossol  Ofc. Tara Giles  
Ofc. Patrick Pittman  Ofc. Brandon Knapp  Ofc. Stacy Walker Sr.  Ofc. Barry Lewis  
 
 
 
Ofc. Robert Fisher  
 

### 



 
NEWS RELEASE 
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Saturday, May 10, 2008 
 
An ongoing feud between two men turned deadly Friday night . Metro police identified the 
suspect and needs help from our community to find him. They are searching for 23-year-old 
Christopher Vance King.  For more details click on the link below or copy and paste it into your 
browser. 



 
NEWS RELEASE  
 
For Immediate Release 
 

Police Seeking Bank Robbery Suspect  
 
SAVANNAH, GA (May 16, 2008):  Savannah-Chatham Metro Police are looking for a 
man who robbed the Bank of America on Abercorn Street earlier today. 
 
Just before 6:00 p.m., the Bank of America at 7802 Abercorn Street was robbed by a 
lone white male with salt and pepper hair.  No firearm was used in the offense.  The 
man fled on foot towards Belk’s at Oglethorpe Mall.  No further description is available 
at this time. 
 
Shortly after the robbery, a citizen pointed out a vehicle near the Golden Corral thought 
to be involved in the incident.  Metro police conducted a high-risk stop on the vehicle, 
but it was determined the persons in the van, nor the vehicle itself, were involved in the 
robbery. 
 
At this time, the suspect is still at large. Metro police will assist the FBI in their 
investigation. Anyone with information regarding this, or any other criminal activity, is 
urged to call CrimeStoppers at 912-234-2020. 
 

### 



 
MEDIA ADVISORY 
 
"KIDS DON'T FLOAT" KICKOFF  
 
The Savannah Chatham Metropolitan Police Marine Patrol is supporting the launch of the national "Kids 
Don't Float" water safety program. Personal Floatation Devices (PDFs) will be available for loan at two 
boat ramps in the county again this summer.  An event to launch the program will be held on Friday, that 
will include a water safety demonstration by Olympic Gold Medalist Joe Jacobi. 
 
WHAT: National Kick-off for Safe Kids USA "Kids Don 't Float" Program 
 
WHEN: Friday, May 23, 2008 at 11:00 a.m. 
 
WHERE: Rodney Hall Boat Ramp, Skidaway Narrows, Int ra Coastal Waterway 
 
WHO:  Joe Jacobi, Olympic Goald Medalist, Whitewate r Canoe Slalom 
  Jane Garrison, Safe Kids Savannah 
  Patrick Schoof, Safe Kids USA 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Last year, Metro's Marine Patrol officers responded to two youth drownings, and dozens of boaters in 
distress calls. Police urge parents and guardians to teach their children to swim and wear approved 
personal floatation devices around water; and all boaters should take a marine safety course and never 
drink while operating watercraft. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Jane Garrison 
Safe Kids Savannah 
912 353 3148 



 
MEDIA ADVISORY  
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release 
 
Metro Police are in the process of trying to reunite thousands of dollars in stolen property with the rightful 
owners. Chief Michael Berkow  and CNT Commander Roy Harris will conference with reporters tomorrow 
 at noon in front of the department's property room on Habersham Street to tell you when, where, and 
how.  
 
Attached is a photo  of Michael Stevens. He is charged with sales of a controlled substance and facing 
multiple counts of  theft by receiving stolen property.  
 
Metro officers and CNT agents arrested him on May 7 after a lengthy intelligence driven investigation 
involving drug sales. Berkow will talk about  details surrounding the investigation that culminated with the 
seizure of stolen property taken in burglaries  throughout the city and county.  Harris will offer remarks o0n 
the drug investigation. 
 
 
 

 



 
NEWS RELEASE  
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson  
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666  
Fax: 912. 525.1587  
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov  
 
For Immediate Release Tuesday, May 20, 2008  
 
Metro Police seek information on burned man 
 
Savannah-Chatham Metro Police are seeking information about an early Tuesday robbery that 
left a man suffering from severe burns.  
 
Police were called to Hitch Drive and Perry Street just before 1 a.m. Tuesday. The victim told 
police three or four black males in a green minivan attempted to rob him. They pointed guns 
before splashing some kind of accelerant on him and then lighting him on fire.   
 
The victim provided his alleged name, but records showed a different identity. Police are still 
attempting to confirm the his identity.  
 
The victim was transported to the Joseph M. Still Burn Center in Augusta with second-degree 
burns. Police canvassed the area, but were unable to locate a crime scene or suspects. Anyone 
with information is urged to call detectives at 651-6728, or call CrimeStoppers at 234-2020.    

### 



 
MEDIA ADVISORY   
 
POLICE ATTEMPT TO RETURN STOLEN PROPERTY TO RIGHTFU L OWNERS  
 
In an attempt to return property that has likely been stolen throughout the city and county, Savannah 
Chatham Metro Police are encouraging people to come to Metro Police Headquarters Property Room at 
the corner of Habersham and Oglethorpe (behind the main barracks) on Thursday, May 22 between 6:00 
p.m. and 8:00 p.m.  
 
For more information and photos, please click on the link below:  
http://www.savannahpd.org/cityweb/spd.nsf/88132312270a048a85256e4500480e95/d03e46cbe12634ac8
525745000541bd2?OpenDocument 
 

 
MEDIA ADVISORY  
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release 
 
A  gas line rupture forced the evacuation of several homes, and closure of  four streets in an 
eastside neighborhood shortly after 11:30 a.m. Thursday.  
 
Savannah-Chatham Metro Police in Islands Precinct evacuated several families from the 2200 
block of Gwinnett Street after construction crews struck a natural gas line .   
 
No injuries were reported. Atlanta Gas emergency crews isolated the rupture and made repairs. 
All of the streets including Treat, Hanson, Bolling, and Long reopened shortly before 1 p.m. 

### 



 
NEWS RELEASE  
 
SAVANNAH GA (May 22, 2008):  Metro Police are asking for the public’s assistance in 
identifying a man who snatched money from a woman standing in line at the Sandfly 
BP station at 2100 Montgomery Street last Friday, May 16 around 3:00 p.m. 
 
For more information and photos, please click below: 
http://www.savannahpd.org/cityweb/spd.nsf/88132312270a048a85256e4500480e95/bd
482d9645dce9478525745100692162?OpenDocument  



 
NEWS RELEASE  
 
For Immediate Release: 

 
Man stole van and lit self on fire  

 
SAVANNAH, GA (May 23, 2008):  New details have come to light in the incident involving a man who 
suffered burns to 40% of his body earlier this week.  Savannah Chatham Metro Police have 
determined the man lit his own clothing on fire when attempting to torch a stolen vehicle. 
 
On Tuesday, May 20, police responded to a call that a badly burned male was lying in the street on 
Hitch Drive. When officers arrived, a man, now identified as 24-year-old NORWOOD ROBBINS, told 
them he was robbed by three or four men in a green van and then lit on fire.  Robbins was transported 
to the Joseph M. Still Burn Center in Augusta with second-degree burns to a large portion of his body. 
 
Upon further investigation police connected a stolen green van, found burned at Tremont Road and 
Telfair Road the same evening, to the incident.  After conducting various interviews with witnesses, 
police determine that Norwood Robbins had, in fact, taken the 2001 green Dodge Caravan, driven it to 
the area of Tremont and Telfair, poured gasoline in the interior and lit the vehicle on fire.  While in the 
process, his clothing also caught fire.  Evidence shows that he ran across Tremont Road, and 
collapsed in a ditch, extinguishing the flames. 
 
While no crime scene evidence was located in Hitch Village where Robbins was found; forensic 
technicians located Robbins’ clothing and shoes at the Tremont and Telfair location.  One running 
shoe was amongst the charred remains of the van, the other across Tremont Road adjacent to a 
patch of scorched grass. 
 
Robbins then got into a car with an accomplice, and while driving to Hitch Village – more than four 
miles away – the two concocted a story of the robbery.  The accomplice dropped Robbins off on the 
street, covered him with a towel and called 9-1-1.  He left the scene before police arrived. However 
another witness did confirm that Robbins was talking with another male before he collapsed on the 
street. 
 
The investigation into this incident is continuing. 
 

### 



 
NEWS RELEASE  

 
CORRECTION: 
please note correction - Mr. Brewer is in serious c ondition in hospital ... 
apologize for the error. 
 

Pedestrian injured in early morning incident  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (May 27, 2008):  A 57-year-old man was injured after an early morning traffic 
incident near Penn Waller and N. Sheftall Circle.  The man, identified as 57-year-old Jack Anthony 
BREWER was walking in the middle of the darkened roadway, when he was struck by a vehicle driven 
by 19-year-old Joseph MILLER. 
 
Brewer was taken to Memorial Health Medical Center, where he is listed in serious condition.  No 
charges are expected to be laid. 
 

### 
 



 
NEWS RELEASE  
 
For Immediate Release: 

 
Victim photographs theft suspect  

 
SAVANNAH, GA (May 27, 2008): Savannah-Chatham Metropolitan Police are seeking the public’s 
assistance in identifying a man who was photographed with stolen property from the trunk of a car 
parked in the 500 block of Rossiter Street on May 6.  The alert victim saw the suspect walking down 
the street with his property and snapped a photo of the man when he confronted him. 
 
The victim had a number of items stolen from the trunk of his car, including a leather briefcase and a 
uniquely-crafted knap-sack.  When the victim saw a man walking down the street with the knap-sack, 
the victim confronted him.  The suspect said it was his knap-sack, but the victim noticed his own 
identification tag hanging off the bag.  He snapped a photo of the suspect before he could leave the 
scene. 
 
The suspect is identified as a black male, approximately 20-25 years of age, about 5’6” tall and about 
150 pounds.  
 
Anyone with information on the identity of this man is asked to contact police or CrimeStoppers at 
912-234-2020.  You may remain anonymous and may qualify for a cash award. 
 

### 



 
MEDIA ADVISORY  
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Wednesday, May 28, 2008 
  
Update- I-16 Traffic crash 
 
All of the traffic lanes along I-16 reopened shortly after 1:30 p.m. following a single-car crash 
that sent the driver to the hospital.   
 
The driver, identified as 79 year-old Margaret Ann Jones suffered injuries and remains in 
Memorial Health Medical Center. The cause  of the crash is still under investigation. For more 
information, click on the link below . 
 



 
MEDIA ADVISORY  
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Wednesday, May 28, 2008 
 
The man wanted for questioning in connection with a recent report of stolen property has 
been identified and cleared of any wrongdoing. Please discontinue any further publication 
of this person. 
 
Victim photographs person of interest 
 
SAVANNAH, GA (May 27, 2008): Savannah-Chatham Metropolitan Police are seeking the public’s 
assistance in identifying a man who was photographed with stolen property from the trunk of a car 
parked in the 500 block of Rossiter Street on May 6.  The alert victim saw the man walking down the 
street with what he believed was his property and snapped a photo of the man when he confronted 
him.  The victim had almost $2,000 worth of merchandise stolen from the trunk of his car, including 
a leather briefcase and a uniquely-crafted knap-sack.  When the victim saw the man walking down 
the street with the knap-sack, the victim confronted him.  The man said it was his knap-sack, but the 
victim noticed his own identification tag hanging off the bag.  He snapped a photo of the man before 
he could leave the scene. 
 
The man is identified as a black male, approximately 20-25 years of age, about 5’6” tall and about 
150 pounds. 



 
MEDIA ADVISORY  
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Wednesday, May 28, 2008 
 
Savannah-Chatham Metro Police violent crime detectives are asking the public's help to locate a 
homicide suspect.  
 
Christopher Vance King, 23, of Savannah is wanted for the May 9 shooting death of 30-year-old 
Michael Tyrone Smalls.  
 
King is 5-feet-7, 163 pounds. He was last seen wearing a white t-shirt with long black shorts and 
black Nike sneakers; he also had on a bucket style hat with orange, yellow, and red colors. 
 
For a photo and more details on the case, please click o the link below or copy and paste it into 
your browser. 
 
http://www.scmpd.org/cityweb/spd.nsf/88132312270a048a85256e4500480e95/41733ab90e4f32
d185257445005c3ae2?OpenDocument 



 
For Immediate Release Wednesday, May 28, 2008 
 
Single-car crash closes I-16 and injures driver 
  
A single-car crash on I-16-west of Chatham Parkway- has forced the closure of westbound lanes 
along the interstate.  
  
Motorists traveling west on I-16 between the I-516 interchange and Chatham Parkway should take 
alternate routes to avoid delays. The driver was taken to Memorial University Medical Center for 
treatment.  
  
The crash occurred shortly after 11:30 a.m. when the driver of a Buick Lucerne lost control of the 
vehicle while heading east on I-16. The vehicle traveled across the median and overturned in the 
westbound lanes.  
  
Savannah-Chatham Metro Police diverted traffic onto I-516 and Chatham Parkway. Savannah Fire 
had to use the Jaws of Life to extract the elderly driver from the wreckage.  
  
More details will be released as they become available.  

### 
 



 
NEWS RELEASE  
 
For Immediate Release: 
 
Police identify make of hit-and-run vehicle  
 
SAVANNAH,GA (June 4, 2008 11:10 a.m.):  Metro Police accident investigators have been 
able to identify the type of car involved in last night's hit-and-run that killed 11-year-old 
Tristen Linthicum.  Police have matched debris left at the scene to a Lexus ES series 
model car, built between 2002 and 2004.  The car is four-door, dark in color, and will have 
damage to the right front hood and broken headlight.  To the untrained eye, it does appear 
similar to a Honda Accord as originally reported. 
 
Police are asking people to call police if they see this vehicle, and are asking garages and 
dealerships to be alert if such a vehicle is brought in for service. 
 
### 
 
NOTE:   Sgt. Anthony Gallo, from traffic investigation will be a vailable at the police 
barracks at noon for interviews  



 
NEWS RELEASE  
 
For Immediate Release: 
 
Forensics Confirm Color and Make of Hit-and-Run Veh icle  
 
SAVANNAH, GA (June 5, 2008 11:05 a.m.):  Forensics officers with Savannah-Chatham 
police have been able to confirm the make and model of the vehicle involved in the hit-and-
run accident that killed 11-year-old Tristan Linthicum.  Police are now looking for a 
‘pearlized’ or metallic white  Lexus ES series model car, built between 2002 and 2004.  
 
Forensic investigators picked paint chips of a white vehicle off the roadway at the scene of 
the accident on Tuesday evening.  However, witnesses all stated the car involved was dark 
in color.  Investigators went through all accidents that happened in that area for the past 
several months to ensure the paint chips weren’t from an old wreck.  The paint chip comes 
back to paint associated with a Lexus model car. 
 
Police believe a black or dark colored vehicle may have been following behind the vehicle 
responsible for the fatality, and that’s what witnesses saw.  
 
Police are asking the public to be on the lookout for a white pearlized or metallic Lexus ES, 
with front end damage and broken light on the right side.  Police would also like to speak 
with the person driving the car behind the Lexus.   
 
### 
 



 
NEWS RELEASE  
 
For Immediate Release: 
 

Interactive community crime mapping added to SCMPD website  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (June 10, 2008):  The Savannah-Chatham Metropolitan Police have added a new tool to 
its website that will be of great value to residents and visitors alike.  The department has added an 
interactive crime mapping feature that keeps track of and reports crime throughout the Metro Police 
jurisdiction. 
 
“Technology allows us to provide our community with specific information about crime in their 
neighborhood,” said Major Julie Tolbert, who is in charge of the department’s patrol division.  “It’s 
empowering the community with valuable information.  They can see when and where crime is happening 
in their area and act as additional eyes and ears for police.  It’s community policing with a tech-spin.”  
People can also sign up for alerts which will automatically notify the subscriber when crime occurs in their 
selected area. 
 
The program is very simple to use.  A person enters their address, or the address they are querying, in the 
location box and the date they want their query to start from.  They then check off the time frame and what 
radius area they are seeking.  They can then check off all Part I crimes, or just crimes of interest.  Within 
seconds each crime is marked with a pin dot.  Move the curser over the pin dot, click the mouse, and 
basic details of the crime is shown. Certain information is withheld, and all information is preliminary data 
used to dispatch officers and has not been verified.  Investigation and analysis may change crime 
classifications and/or other information shown on the website.  
 
The website is updated twice daily (at noon and midnight), so information is timely.  Queries for up to 28 
days and a five-mile radius are available. 
 
The community crime-mapping program is available by going to the Metropolitan Police website at: 
www.scmpd.org and clicking on “Interactive Crime Mapping” on the home page.  
 

### 



 
NEWS RELEASE  
 
For Immediate Release: 
 

Police investigate single-vehicle wreck  
 
SAVANNAH, GA (June11, 2008 8:15 p.m.):  One man has been airlifted to Memorial Medical 
Center with serious injuries after a single vehicle wreck on Little Neck Road near Zipperer Road 
in Chatham County.  The Dodge truck was traveling northbound on Little Neck when the female 
driver lost control of the truck and it flipped on its side.  The woman and her child, who was also 
in the vehicle, were not injured.  However, the man was trapped and had to be extracted by 
emergency service personnel.  Accident investigators from Metro Police attended the scene. 
 
Nothing further at this time. 
 

 
 
 
 

NEWS UPDATE 
 
Metro Police have released the identity of the man who perished in the fatal wreck that 
happened last night on Quarterman Drive near Sandnettle Drive.  Thirty-four-year-old Collin Cox, 
who lived in Savannah, was pronounced dead at the scene.  
 

### 



 
NEWS RELEASE  
 
For Immediate Release: 
 
 Police seek public’s help to identify man  

 
SAVANNAH, GA (June 13, 2008): Metro Police are seeking the public’s assistance in helping to 
identify a man who was caught on video tape removing a plasma television from Colortyme at 
1800 East Victory Drive on May 30. 
 
The man used a sledge hammer to break the glass of the front door, entered the premises and 
removed one 48” color plasma flat screen television.  The business surveillance system 
captured the burglary and several excellent photos were downloaded by Metro Police forensic 
technicians. 
 
Anyone with information about the identity of this man is urged to contact the Central Precinct 
Criminal Investigations Division at 912-651-6934 or Crime Stoppers at 234-2020. 
 

### 
 

 



 
MEDIA UPDATE  
 
For Immediate Release  
 
Men released  
 
  
 
Savannah, GA(June 17 10:00 p.m.):  The two men questioned in relation to the 
shooting death of Arelius Garrett this afternoon have been released by Metro Police. 
Homicide detectives will continue the investigation throughout the night.  Anyone with 
information in relation to this fatal shooting is urged to contact Metro Police or 
CrimeStoppers. 
 
  

 
### 

 
NEWS RELEASE  
 
For Immediate Release: 
 
Police Identify Homicide Victim  
 
Savannah, GA (June 17, 2008 4:25 p.m.):  Savannah-Chatham Metro Police have identified the victim of 
a shooting that took place this afternoon at the corner of Burroughs Street and 33rd Street.  Arelius 
Garrett  of Savannah was 28 years old. 
 
Police continue to question two men who were in the area when the homicide took place.  Anyone with 
information about this crime is urged to contact Metro Homicide detectives at 912-651-6728 or Crime 
Stoppers at 912-234-2020. 
 

### 



 
NEWS RELEASE  
 
For Immediate Release: 
 

Police investigating noon-time homicide  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (June 17, 2008 2:50 p.m.): Savannah-Chatham Metro Police are investigating a shooting 
this afternoon that has left one young man dead.  Police were alerted to shots being fired at the corner of 
Burroughs Street and 33rd Street just after noon today. Upon arrival, police found a young man in a home 
about half a block away, on 33rd Street, suffering from two gunshot wounds – one to the chest and one to 
the leg. He was transported to hospital and later succumbed to his injuries. 
 
Police are currently questioning two men who were seen in the area, possibly arguing with the victim.  At 
this point, police have not been able to identify the victim, as he was not carrying identification. 
 
People in the neighborhood have been helpful to police, and anyone with information about this crime is 
urged to contact Metro Homicide detectives at 912-651-6728 or Crime Stoppers at 912-234-2020.   
 
### 



 
NEWS RELEASE  
 
For Immediate Release: 
 
SAVANNAH, GA (June 19, 2008 4:30 p.m.):  Savannah-Chatham Metro Police are 
warning the public to be especially cautious during this evening's commute.  There are 
portions of the city without power. Traffic signals are down in many areas. 
 
Police are advising that there are trees down and power lines sparking along 
Eisenhower Drive near Sallie Mood.  Traffic is backing up in both directions. Please use 
alternate routes.  Treat intersections with traffic signals out as four-way stops.  Drive 
carefully and slow down, as water may back up on the roads and cause hydroplaning. 
 
Warn children of the dangers of downed power lines and stay away from areas where 
lines are dangling or down.  Even if they appear not to be live, do not touch or approach 
them. 
 

### 



 
MEDIA ADVISORY  
 
Capt. Richard Zapal, of the Southside Precinct is heading up a "Precinct Commander's Trolley 
Tour" with local government and other community leaders this Saturday to learn about residents' 
concerns about public safety and other issues.  
 
WHAT:  Southside Precinct Commander's Trolley Tour 
 
WHEN:  Saturday, June 21, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon 
 
WHERE: Meet at Southside Precinct, 7804 Abercorn St . Savannah, GA 31404 
  Trolley will tour Kensington Park and Fairway Oak s neighborhoods 
 
WHO:  Precinct Captain Richard Zapal 
  Alderman Mary Ellen Sprague 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Local police, community and government officials will tour the Kensington Park and Fairway 
Oaks neighborhoods. It is a perfect opportunity for concerned citizens to voice their opinions and 
get information from their elected officials, police and other community leaders. Media are invited 
to ride along and gain and understanding of the community's concerns. 
 



 
MEDIA ADVISORY  
 
Officers of the Year Awards from Southside Optimist s Club  
 
The Southside Optimists Club will present their "Officers of the Year" awards this coming 
Wednesday, June 25.  Officers from Savannah-Chatham Metro Police, CNT, and the Sheriff's 
Department will receive awards. 
 
When:  Wednesday, June 25, 2008 12:30 p.m. 
 
Where:  Hilton Garden Inn, 5711 Abercorn Street, Sa vannah, GA 
 
Who:  Southside Optimists will present awards to fo ur officers, 2 SCMPD, 1 CNT 
and 1 Sheriff's Deputy 
 
Background: 
The Southside Optimists Club has been presenting these awards for several year.  This year, 
two SCMPD officers will be honored - a patrol officer and a detective.  
Media are invited to attend the event. 
 
 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Judy Pal     or  Don Golden 
Public Affairs Office      Southside Optimists Club 
Savannah-Chatham Metro Police    912 925 7777 
201 Habersham Street 
Savannah, GA  31412 
PH: 912.525.3105 
CELL: 912.547.8322 
EM: jpal@savannahga.gov 



 
N E W S   R E L E A S E  
 
For Immediate Release 
 

SCMPD Officers win South Side Optimist Officers of the Year honors  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (June 25, 2008):  Two of Metro’s finest took honors at the 21st annual South Side 
Optimist Club’s “Officers of the Year” luncheon today.  Patrol Sergeant Jeramy Henry and Criminal 
Investigations Division Detective Hiram Rivera won the awards presented to SCMPD officers. 
 
As commander of Southside precinct’s Crime Suppression Unit, Sgt. Jeramy Henry has handled almost 
every special event in the past year and most recently has spearheaded an initiative to curb commercial 
and residential burglaries in the precinct. 
 
In his 16 years with the department, Sgt. Henry has worked in patrol, criminal investigations, served a field 
training officer and was a member of the Hostage Negotiation team.  He leads by example, and is an 
exemplary officer in every sense of the word.  
 
Det. Hiram Rivera of the Criminal Investigations Division won the award for Investigator of the Year.  Det. 
Rivera has done an outstanding job during the past year in the Violent Crimes Unit.  He is passionate 
about his job and works diligently to solve every case assigned to him.   
 
Although Rivera has been with the department just shy of seven years, he is an excellent role model for 
his peers, and has received numerous letters from family members of victims praising Det. Revera’s 
professionalism and thoughtfulness. 
 
The Savannah-Chatham Metropolitan Police are thankful to organizations such as the South Side Optimist 
Club who recognize the hard work and dedication of its officers year after year. 
 
The South Side Optimist Club is a local chapter of Optimist International. Its main purpose is to be a “Friend of 
Youth” by promoting such things as service to others and respect for law. 



 
N E W S   R E L E A S E  
 
For Immediate Release 
 

Pedestrian injured  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (June 26, 2008):  Savannah-Chatham Metro Police traffic investigators are at the scene 
of an incident that saw a 72-year-old man taken to hospital with life-threatening injuries.  Traffic around 
Liberty and Drayton Street may be affected while officers complete their investigation. 
 
At about 10:40, police received a call that a pedestrian was hit by a white van.  Witnesses say he was 
attempting to cross Liberty Street against the light.  The man has been rushed to Memorial Medical Center.  At 
this point, no charges have been laid against the driver of the vehicle. The investigation is continuing. 



 
N E W S   R E L E A S E  
 
For Immediate Release 
 
 

Police seek shooting suspects  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (June 28, 2008 11:55 a.m.):  Metro Police Violent Crime detectives are pursuing leads 
after a double shooting that has left two men in hospital.  The incident occurred around 3:00 a.m. in the 
area of the 600 block of E 48 Street. 
 
Early this morning, Central Precinct officers were dispatched to the area in relation to a robbery/shooting. 
When they arrived, officers found two men, 34-year-old Jason Statts and 31-year-old David Williams, both 
suffering from gunshot wounds to the neck.  Both victims were transported to Memorial Medical Center.  
Statts’ injury was not life-threatening, however, the bullet that hit Williams resulted in traumatic injury that 
required surgery. 
 
Witnesses tell police the two victims had just returned home after playing their first gig at Club Livewire 
downtown and headed to a friend’s home.  The two victims arrived in separate cars, and when they got 
out of their cars, they were approached by two black males who asked if they "needed anything". The 
victims said, “no”, and thought the suspects walked off.  A moment later, the two victims were shot in the 
neck.  It appears only one shot was fired, that passed through Statts' neck and lodged in Williams neck. 
 
Police are looking for two black men, approximately 20-years-old with natural hair or short dreads, who at 
the time of the incident, were wearing dark clothing.  They were approximately 5’8” to 6’ in height. No 
further description is available at this time. 
 
Police urge anyone with information regarding this crime to contact the Violent Crimes Unit of the Savannah-
Chatham Metro Police at 912- 651-6728 or call CrimeStoppers at 912-234-2020. 



 
N E W S   R E L E A S E  
 
For Immediate Release 

CNT conducts narcotics sweep  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (June 30, 2008):  The Chatham-Savannah Counter Narcotics Team (CNT), together with 
the Georgia Bureau of Investigation (GBI), the Naval Criminal Investigative Service (NCIS), and 
Savannah-Chatham Metro Police initiated a joint investigation targeting drug sales in Chatham County this 
past weekend.  
 
According to CNT Commander Roy J. Harris, OPERATION HAINT BLUE  was initiated in advance of a 
port visit by the USS BARRY (DDG-520) and her crew of approximately 338 sailors. The USS BARRY will 
visit the Port of Savannah during July 3-7, 2008. The operation was undertaken to ensure the safety and 
security of the visiting U.S. Navy personnel while in Savannah.  
 
The operation resulted in eleven arrests: two for sale of ecstasy, four for sale of cocaine, two for sale of 
marijuana, one for distribution of marijuana, one for possession of crack cocaine and one on outstanding 
CNT drug warrants.  
 
Additional joint operations in the future between the GBI, NCIS, SCMPD and CNT are planned and will be 
executed throughout the remainder of 2008. 



 
MEDIA ADVISORY  
 
Metro Detective celebrates 45 years of service  
 
The Savannah-Chatham Metro Police Department will honor Det. Clifford Perry, who joined the Savannah 
Police Department in 1963, at a small gathering at the Barracks on Tuesday, July 1 at 2:00 p.m.  Media 
are invited to attend this SURPRISE gathering.  
 
When:  Tuesday, July 1, 2:00 p.m. 
 
Where:  SCMPD Headquarters, 202 Habersham Street, S avannah, GA 
 
Who:  Det. Cpl. Clifford Perry and family 
  Mayor Dr. Otis Jackson 
  Numerous SCMPD personnel 
   
Background: 
 
Mr. Perry (as he is known at SCMPD) joined the department back in 1963.  Forty-five years later, he is still 
going strong.  He has worked in the Financial Crimes Section for about 30 years, and continues to make 
cases on a daily basis.  He is well-loved and respected by everyone at the department and is well-known 
in the community that he grew up in.  At the age of 26, Mr. Perry went back to school to get his GED so he 
could apply to the police department. He became an officer at the age of 27 and at the age of "70+" as he 
says, he is the first officer in his office each morning.  He calls the department his "second family".  His 
"first family" will join the celebration. 
 



 
MEDIA ADVISORY  
 
SCMPD Launches Bait Car Program  
 
Savannah-Chatham Metro Police has a new tool for catching criminals.  On Tuesday, they will unveil ... or 
not quite ... their newest crime-fighting tool. SCMPD in association with Nationwide Insurance will launch a 
Bait Car Program. 
 
When:  Tuesday, July 1, 2008 10:00 a.m. 
 
Where:  Oglethorpe Mall Parking Lot, near the food court, across from Russell's Sporting 
Goods 
  (look for the Metro Police Dodge Charger and the "undercover" car 
 
Who:  Chief Michael Berkow, Savannah Chatham Metro Police 
  Peter Van Patten, Nationwide Insurance 
  Don Petty, Southern Region Associate Vice-Preside nt of Sales - Nationwide 
Insurance   
 
Background: 
 
The "Bait Vehicle" program has been operated by law enforcement agencies across North America for years 
and has had significant success in reducing auto theft.  The cars are equipped with surveillance cameras, 
GPS, and technology that allows police to shut the car off, and lock doors and windows.  B-roll video will be 
available from bait car programs in other cities to show how the system works, and police will be on hand with 
a bait car, covered of course, to conceal it's make, model and color. 



 
N E W S   R E L E A S E  
 
For Immediate Release 
 

Police crack down on drunk drivers on long weekend  

SAVANNAH, GA (July 2, 2008):  July 4th is the second most dangerous night of the year on Georgia 
highways and Savannah-Chatham Metro Police will take advantage of the tough new Georgia DUI laws 
this July 4 long weekend.   
 
Metro Police, along with police across the state, will be conducting concentrated patrols and checks 
throughout the area until Sunday, July 6. House Bill 336, effective July 1, created a felony-level DUI 
charge, including mandatory felony jail time, for repeat offenders with four drunk-driving convictions on 
their ten-year driving record.   

Police urge anyone planning to drive this holiday weekend to make plans in advance – identify a 
designated driver, or plan to stay put if drinking.  As always, police will also be checking for seat-belt 
violations and speeders.  

Holiday Safety  

A large number of extra officers, both in uniform and plainclothes, will be patrolling areas on and around 
River Street before, during and after the fireworks Friday night.  Parents are reminded that curfew is 
midnight on Friday and Saturday night, and police will be enforcing all laws and ordinances regarding 
curfews, traffic and illegal fireworks. 

Extra traffic officers will be on hand to help clear congestion from streets after the fireworks display on 
Friday evening.  If driving to the River Street area to watch the fireworks, make sure to lock your car, close 
windows and remove all valuables from your vehicle. 

Fireworks Safety 

Following is a list of approved fireworks:  
· Wire or wood sparklers of not more than 100 grams of mixture per item;  
· Other sparkling items that are non-explosive and non-aerial and contain 75 grams or less of 

chemical compound per tube or a total of 200 grams or less for multiple tubes;  
· Snakes and glow worms; and  
· Trick noisemakers including paper streamers, party poppers, string poppers, snappers and drop 

pops, each consisting of .25 grams or less of chemical composition.  
 
All other fireworks are prohibited except in approved and regulated firework presentations.  While sparklers 
are legal, they still present a distinct burning hazard, especially for small children.  Adult supervision and great 
care should be exercised while sparklers are in use.   
Firing guns into the air is strictly prohibited. Serious or fatal injuries could occur. 



 
N E W S   R E L E A S E  
 
For Immediate Release 
 
POLICE SEARCHING FOR BANK ROBBERY SUSPECTS 
 
(Savannah, GA July 3, 2008):  Savannah-Chatham Metro Police and the FBI are investigating a bank 
robbery that occurred this morning at 10:00 a.m. at the Wachovia Bank on Ogeechee Road.  Three men, 
two wearing dark clothing and another in an orange T-shirt and red bandana, entered the bank, jumped 
the counter, grabbed an unknown amount of money and fled.   No one at the bank was physically injured. 
 
Police found various pieces of clothing and belongings trailing from the bank.  A Metro K-9 Unit was 
brought to the scene to help with the track.   
 
Nothing further at this time. 



 
N E W S   R E L E A S E  
 
For Immediate Release 
 
 

CVS burglars sought by police  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (July 15, 2008): Savannah-Chatham Metro Police are looking for the public’s assistance 
in helping identify two men who burglarized the CVS pharmacy on Bull Street just after midnight on 
Monday morning. 
 
Images of the two men were captured after they used a brick to break through the front door.  Video 
shows a number of people and cars passed by the door before, during and after the burglary, so 
investigators hope someone may have additional information about the suspects. 
 
The first suspect is a white male, with a stocky build. He was wearing a tan hat, black t-shirt, tan pants and 
carried a tan back pack.  The second suspect is also a white male, tall and slender, and was wearing a 
mask, black shirt and blue jeans and carrying a black back pack. 
 
The men got in and out of the store very quickly.  Anyone with information about the identity or 
whereabouts of these two suspects is asked to contact the Metro Police Criminal Investigations Division at 
912-651-6694 or call CrimeStoppers at 912-234-2020. 
 



 
NEWS RELEASE  
 
For Immediate Release:  
 
 Police investigating two early-morning shootings 
 
 SAVANNAH, GA (July 19 6:45 a.m.):  Savannah-Chatham Police are trying to sort out 
details of two shootings that took place between 4:00 and 5:00 this morning that have 
left a pair of men in hospital with gunshot wounds.  Abercorn Street, in front of 
Oglethorpe Mall, is currently closed while police comb the area for evidence.   
 
In the first incident, which happened around 4:15 a.m., the victim, a 26-year-old man, 
says while driving, he noticed was being followed by two males in a tan colored 4-door 
sedan. He says he pulled over for the car in the parking lot of Ferguson Avenue Baptist 
Church and when the suspects approached him and initiated conversation, he was 
shot.  He then drove to his father’s residence in the 10000 block of Ferguson Avenue, 
and his brother drove him to the fire station on Shipyard. He was transported to 
Memorial from that location with a single gunshot wound to the arm and chest. 
 
 About 30 minutes later, an off-duty police officer working a traffic detail near the road 
construction on Abercorn in front of Oglethorpe Mall was flagged down by a man driving 
a similarly-described tan colored 4-door sedan. He had a passenger in his car that that 
been shot in the head.  EMS was contacted and the victim, in his early 20’s, was taken 
to Memorial Hospital.  The driver claims that shooting took place somewhere around 
Wilshire and Montclair Blvds.   
 
At present, police are combing both areas and additional locations mentioned by the 
parties involved, in order to establish actual crime scenes, the chain of events and to 
determine if the incidents are related. 



 
N E W S   R E L E A S E  
 
For Immediate Release 
 
 

Suspicious package forces Courthouse evacuation  
Package determined to be a hoax 

 
SAVANNAH, GA  July 21, 2008): A suspicious package that led to the evacuation of the Chatham County 
Courthouse and the closing of a two-block radius to all traffic has turned out to be a hoax. 
 
Savannah-Chatham Metro Police and the Chatham County Sheriff’s Department were alerted to a 
suspicious package around noon today, when an employee, while opening mail for the District Attorney’s 
office on the sixth floor, spotted wires coming out of a small mailer packet.  Bomb technicians responded 
and X-rayed the package and evacuation protocol was put into place. By 1:00 p.m. the entire building was 
shutdown, and shortly thereafter, bomb technicians removed the package to a portable containment box.  
The box was brought to the bomb truck waiting outside and placed in a mobile containment vessel, and 
removed to a secure area to be rendered safe.  It was at this time, it was determined to be a hoax. 
 
Explosive detection dogs conducted a secondary search before the area was cleared, and the area was 
opened to traffic by 3:00 p.m. 
 



 
MEDIA UPDATE 
 
For Immediate Release 
 

UPDATE:  Courthouse hoax  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (July 21, 2008 3:52 p.m.):  Savannah-Chatham Metro detectives have identified and 
located the person responsible for sending a suspicious package, that turned out to be a hoax, to the 
District Attorney’s office.  
 
The package caused the evacuation of the Chatham County Courthouse around noon today. 
 
A 35-year-old woman has been taken to Memorial Medical Center for assessment.  No charges are imminent.



 
NEWS RELEASE  
 
For Immediate Release:  
  
POLICE SEARCH FOR GUNMEN 
  
 
SAVANNAH, GA(July 25, 200811:55 pm):  Savannah-Chatham Metro Police are 
looking for two gunmen after an incident in which shots were fired on a residential street 
earlier this evening sending a 14-year-old to hospital. 
 
  
 
Around 7:45 p.m., police responded to a call of shots fired in the area ofthe 5300 block 
of Franklin Street. Witnesses told police that two men fired at least a dozen rounds in 
the area and then ran.  The suspect descriptions are vague – two black males, one with 
short hair and the other with dreads.  Some witnesses saw a silver or grey PT Cruiser in 
the area. 
 
  
 
The young man had been outside playing with a number of friends and ran when he 
heard the gunshots.  He was hit by a bullet and sustained a through-and-through flesh 
wound to the back. He was treated in hospital and released.  Police do not believe the 
teen was the target of the suspects.  
 
  
 
Police urge anyone with information about this incident to call CrimeStoppers. 
 



 
MEDIA ADVISORY 
 

Please join Metro police chief Michael Berkow and his command staff, as the Savannah-Chatham Metro 
Police welcome 18 new officers to the fold.  These 18 officers are graduates from classes 232 and 233.  
They will be sworn in on Friday and will take to the streets Monday, July 28. 

WHAT:  BADGE-PINNING CEREMONY OF 18 NEW OFFICERS 

WHEN:  Friday, July 25 at 3:00 p.m. 

WHERE: Armstrong Center for Profesional & Continuin g Education 

  11935 Abercorn Street, Savannah, GA 

BACKGROUND: 

In addition to the new recruits being pinned, Chief Berkow will announce the promotion of three officers, 
including the pinning of Lieutenant Ramona Famble, formerly of the Recruiting Unit, who was promoted to 
Lieutenant last month. She is now assigned to the Southside Precinct.   Berkow will also present the 
department's newest Captain and a new Major. 

 



 
N E W S   R E L E A S E  
 

 
~~~ EMBARGOED UNTIL 3:00 P.M. TODAY ~~~EMBARGOED UN TIL 3:00 PM 

TODAY ~~~ EMBARGOED UNTIL 3:00 P.M. TODAY~~~  
 

Metro Police welcome 18 new officers, a new Lieuten ant, Captain and Major  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (July 25, 2008): Savannah-Chatham Metro Police Chief Michael Berkow added 18 new 
officers to the department today, as graduates of Class 232 and 233 were pinned at a ceremony at 
Armstrong  Atlantic State University Center.  He also announced the promotion and appointment of three 
people to command staff positions within the department. 
 
Lieutenant Ramona Famble, who most recently supervised the Recruiting Unit, was officially pinned.  Lt. 
Famble is now a supervisor in Southside Precinct.  Lt. Kerry Thomas was promoted to the rank of 
Captain.  He will assume command duties of the Downtown Precinct.  And finally, Chief Berkow 
introduced Major Mark Gerbino as the new commander of the Criminal Investigations Division (CID).  
Major Gerbino comes to the department from Cheney, Kansas, where he has been a law enforcement 
and public safety and security consultant and Criminal Justice instructor for the past two years.  Prior to 
that, Major Gerbino was an Acting Captain with the City of Rochester (NY) Police Department and has a 
great deal of experience in case management and working with decentralized detective squads, 
something Metro Police is implementing now. 
 
“I expect the addition of our 18 new officers to make a significant impact on the streets of Central 
Precinct,” said Chief Berkow.  “These new officers will be walking the beats around the clock for the next 
month in targeted high-crime areas, and I have set ambitious goals for crime reduction during that time.” 
 
In introducing the new commanders, Berkow stated, “The combined experience, skill and leadership we 
are adding to our command staff today is extraordinary.  We have promoted two very deserving 
candidates to the rank of Lieutenant and Captain; and I feel that Metro has been fortunate to attract a man 
of Major Gerbino’s experience, skill and integrity to join our ranks. His experience in CID and Narcotics will 
bring additional knowledge to an already skilled and experienced unit.” 
 
Lt. Famble began her new duties in Southside Precinct on July 14.  Captain Thomas will take over 
Downtown Precinct in mid August and Major Gerbino is expected to take command of the CID Unit before 
the end of August. 
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For Immediate Release 
 

UPDATE:  Kareem Omar Grant Homicide  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (July 26, 2008):   The chain of events that led to the shooting of 25-year-old Kareem 
Omar Grant early last Saturday morning are beginning to come together for Metro detectives.  Grant died 
in hospital yesterday as a result of his injuries. 
 
Police have now identified all of the parties involved in the altercation and have spoken in detail with one 
of the two other men who were in the car with Grant when he was shot.  Police are now asking Eric 
JOHNSON, also known as “Lil E” or “E” to come forward and speak with police again about the events 
that led to the shooting.  Johnson did speak with investigators briefly last Saturday, but detectives have not 
been able to locate him since that time. 
 
Eric Johnson is known to frequent the Yamacraw and Frazier Homes areas.  He is 22 years old,  5’9” tall, 
weights 135 pounds wears a small baseball cap and has upper and lower gold teeth.  Police believe he 
has cut his hair very short.  
 
Anyone with information about the whereabouts of Eric Johnson is asked to call CrimeStoppers or the 
Savannah-Chatham Metro Police Violent Crimes until at 912-651-6728. 
 



 
MEDIA ADVISORY 
 
Communications Operators are at the core of any police department.  They are both the officers' and 
communities' first point of contact in dealing with incidents.  Every now and again, an incident occurs that 
exemplifies the important job these people do every single day.  On May 18,  Communications Operator 
Judith Miller-McCook , having been employed with the SCMPD’s Communications Center since March of 
2008, used her quick instincts and training to assist in saving the life of a three-month-old baby that was 
not breathing.   

CO McCook assisted the mother in the administration of CPR (while dispatching EMS). While on the call, 
the mother was able to resusitate the child before the ambulance arrived. Today, the baby (and mother) 
are doing fine - thanks to assistance of CO McCook.   

CO McCook will be available for interviews on Tuesd ay, July 29 at 10:30 a.m. at the 
Communications Center at the West Chatham Precinct office (Annex).  

The mother of the baby has also agreed to speak wit h media about the incident. 

We will have copies of the 9-1-1 tape available for  media as well. 
  
Please let me know if this is a story you are inter ested in covering on Tuesday, so 
we can make the appropriate arrangements in the mor ning with the Communications 
Staff.  
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For Immediate Release 
 

Downed oak diverts traffic  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (July 30, 2008): An oak tree that did not withstand heavy rains in downtown Savannah 
early this evening, crashed down on two cars on Bay Street resulting in the closure of Bay Street and the 
Barnard Street ramp.  There were no injuries.  The tree came down around 7:00 p.m. after a heavy 
downpour. 
 
The entire tree appears to have toppled over.  One westbound lane of Bay Street, between Jefferson and 
Barnard, and the Barnard Street ramp will be closed for some time while city crews work to cut up and 
dispose of the massive oak. 

 
MEDIA ADVISORY 
 

The Savannah Sand Gnats are hosting a promotional event tonight, Wednesday, July 30th, called “Bark in 
the Park”. The Savannah-Chatham Metro Police Department’s K-9 Unit will be in attendance and will put 
on a display between innings eary in the game. Fans are encouraged to bring their dogs out to enjoy the 
game tonight. Some of the region’s different humane societies and rescue shelters will be in attendance 
promoting adoption and dog/animal treatment. 
 
WHO:  Metro Police K-9 Units 
 
WHAT:  K-9 Demonstration between innings at Sand Gn ats game (early in game) 
 
WHEN:  Wednesday, July 30th, game starts at 7:00 p. m. 
 
WHERE: Grayson Stadium 
 



 
MEDIA ADVISORY 

 
NATIONAL NIGHT OUT  

 
Savannah-Chatham Metro Police will once again take part in annual National Night Out events hosted by 
communities across the county.   
Metro Police will host a kick-off for this, the 25th anniversary of the event.  After the kick-off, local 
government officials and police will tour community events. 
 
WHO:   Mayor Pro Tem Edna B. Jackson, City of Savan nah 
   Chairman Pete Liakakis, Chatham County 
   Chief Michael Berkow, Savannah-Chatham Metro Pol ice 
 
WHAT:   Kick off of National Night Out events 
   Coloring Contest winners announced 
 
WHEN:   Tuesday, August 5th, 5:00 – 5:30 p.m. 
 
WHERE:  The Pavilion at Lake Mayer, Montgomery Cros sroad 
 
BACKGROUND: 
This is the 25th anniversary of National Night Out, America's "Night out against crime".  This crime/drug 
prevention event is sponsored by the National Association of Town Watch. Last year's campaign included 
organizations from more than 10,000 communities from all 50 states, U. S. territories, Canadian cities and 
military bases worldwide. In all, more than 35 million people participated.   
 
The event is designed to: heighten crime and drug prevention awareness; generate support for, and 
participation in, local anti-crime programs; strengthen neighborhood spirits and police-community 
partnerships; and send a message to criminals to let them know that neighborhoods are organized and 
fighting back. 
 
Attached please find a listing of the participating  neighborhood events. 
 
 



 
NEWS RELEASE 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Savannah, GA (August 2, 2008): Metro Police are on the scene of a street shooting which has sent two 
men to hospital. 
 
Around 6:15 p.m., police responded to multiple calls of shots fired in the 800 block of Hamilton Court. 
When they arrived they found two victims who had suffered injuries.  Both men were conscious when they 
were taken to Memorial Medical Center. 
 
Violent Crimes detectives and Forensics are on the scene. 
 
### 
 
Nothing further at this time 
 

 
NEWS RELEASE 
  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
  
 
Savannah, GA (August 2, 2008): Five people have been transported to hospital after a single vehicle 
wreck.  The car flipped on I-95 southbound at mile marker 98 at about 7:10 p.m. Traffic investigators 
remain on the scene, and the far left-hand lane of I-95 South is expected to be closed for some time. 
 
  
Two children, aged seven and 13, along with their mother were taken to Memorial Medical Center with 
non-life-threatening injuries.  The father had to be extracted from the vehicle by emergency crews, but he 
too was transported with non-life-threatening injuries.  A 17-year-old male who was ejected from the 
vehicle was in critical condition when transported to hospital. 
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For Immediate Release 

 
 

Police seek public’s assistance in locating Savanna h mother  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (August 5, 2008):  Savannah-Chatham Metro Police are seeking the public’s 
assistance in helping locate a woman who has been missing from her home since Thursday evening. 
 
Aciea Battise  was last seen getting into her car near Anderson and Live Oak at 9:00 p.m. on 
Thursday, July 31 on her way home to her children, and has not been seen since.  Ms. Battise is 
African-American, 32 years-old, stands 5’6” tall and weighs about 150 pounds.  She has black hair 
and brown eyes. And was last seen wearing a long pink shirt, tights and pink flip-flops.   
 
Police are asking motorists to keep an eye out for her car, a 2006 Silver Honda Accord with a “Stokes 
Honda” paper drive-out tag, a “Hello Bianca” front tag, and an outline of “Hello Kitty” written on the 
back windshield. 
 

Anyone with information about the whereabouts of Ms. Battise or if you have seen her car, please call 9-1-
1 or the Metro police Special Victims Unit at 912-651-6742. 



 
MEDIA ALERT 
 
For Immediate Release 
 

Missing Mother’s Car Located  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (August 6, 2008 5:20 p.m.):  A car matching the description of the vehicle police 
believe Aciea Battise was driving when she disappeared has been located.  Police found a Silver 
Honda Accord in the 300 block of E. Charlton Street just before 4:00 p.m. and immediately cordoned 
off the area and brought in Forensics.  The car has now been towed to the Annex where police will 
await a search warrant in order to further examine the vehicle. 
 
Police are also obtaining a search warrant for a home in the 1200 block of Anderson Street where 
Battise was last seen before her disappearance.   
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For Immediate Release 

Armed robbery suspects caught on tape  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (August 7, 2008):  Savannah-Chatham Metro Police are seeking the public’s 
assistance in identifying a man police believe may be responsible for an armed robbery that took 
place last Thursday, July 31. 
 
The victim had gone to cash a check around 3:30 p.m. at the Cash America located at 2127 E. Victory 
Drive.  The victim cashed his check and then went to Welsh Pawn and bought a bike. Video shows 
four young males entering the store shortly after the victim does.  He then heads to the BP station at 
3014 Skidaway Road to buy cigarettes.  As he was riding home on Helen Street, a medium-size SUV 
pulled in front of him, and a black male in a gray muscle shirt got out of the vehicle, pointed a handgun 
at the man and told him to “give it up”.  The victim was thrown to the ground and another man came 
out of the vehicle and went through the victim’s pockets. 
 
A Good Samaritan saw the victim on the ground and men jumping into a white SUV.  Thinking a crime 
had occurred, he followed the white SUV for a short time as it went south on Helen Street, turned right 
onto Sunset Blvd., then left on to Skidaway Road and right on LaRoche. The vehicle then traveled 
north on to the Truman Parkway from Delesseps Avenue before the citizen lost sight of the vehicle. 
The citizen returned to the scene and shared the direction of travel of the suspect vehicle with police. 
 

Police are asking anyone with information about this robbery, the identity of the men in the video or the 
white SUV to call CrimeStoppers or Precinct 6 detectives at 303-1835. 
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For Immediate Release 
 

Police seek person of interest in Davis homicide  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (August 11, 2008):  Savannah-Chatham Metro Police are seeking the public’s 
assistance in locating a man who may have valuable information in relation to the Keith Davis 
homicide.  Police are looking for 29 year-old Franklin Leonard JAMES . 
 
Keith Davis was shot on Saturday, August 2 around 6:15 p.m. in the backyard of an 800 block 
Hamilton Court address.  Marijuana and a large sum of cash were found at the scene.   
 
James is a black male, 5’10” and about 160 pounds.  Police believe he is still in the Savannah area.  
There is also a parole warrant out for James' arrest. 
 
Anyone with information as to the whereabouts of Franklin Leonard James is asked to call Metro 
Police Violent Crimes Unit at 912-651-6728 or CrimeStoppers at 912-234-2020.  
 

### 
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For Immediate Release   

 
Police seek Public Assistance Identifying Robbery S uspect  

 
SAVANNAH, GA (AUGUST 11, 2008): Metro Police robbery detectives need your help identifying a 
man they believe committed an armed robbery on July 7 at the corner of Barnard and Gordon Streets. 
The suspect was caught on tape using the victim’s ATM card. Police are releasing the video of the 
man in hopes that someone can identify him. 
 
Around 2:00 a.m., the victim was in the area of Gordon Street when a man brandishing a handgun 
approached him and told him to give up his money.  The victim placed his wallet, keys and cell phone 
on the ground, and a second male approached.  They took the victim’s belongings, but before 
escaping, the victim asked for his ID back.  The suspects threw back his ID and car keys and then 
fled in a silver SUV. 
 
Detectives believe the two may have fled in a SILVER NISSAN X-TERRA.  Anyone with information is 
asked to please contact the Metro Police Robbery Unit at 651-6694 or CrimeStoppers at 912-234-
2020.  

 



 
N E W S   R E L E A S E  

����
For Immediate Release 
 
 

Three People shot at “Back to School Party”  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (AUGUST 17, 2008 5:30 AM): Metro Police violent crimes detectives are currently 
investigating an early morning shooting on Savannah’s East side that has sent three people to the 
hospital.  At least one of the shooting victims is a Savannah State University  student.  It is believed that 
the three were at a “back to school” party in the 2300 block of Camelia Court, when the shots rang out.  A 
witness stated that the shooter fled on foot to a nearby night club where Metro Police detained and are 
questioning one person. One of the victims has been treated and released. A second will be released 
soon and the other remains hospitalized in serious, but stable condition. No charges have been filed at 
this time and Metro Police investigation continues. 
 

 
N E W S   R E L E A S E  
 
For Immediate Release 
 

 Police respond to mid-morning bank robbery  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (August 18, 2008):  Savannah-Chatham Metro Police responded to a bank robbery 
at the Bank of America located at the corner of Waters and DeRenne this morning at about 10:10 
a.m.  A man jumped over the counter, snatched an undetermined amount of cash, and fled the bank. 
No weapon was seen. 
 
Witnesses saw him get into a grey or silver Dodge Intrepid and the car proceeded east on 70th Street. 
 The suspect description is vague – a black male, between 17 and 30 years of age, wearing dark 
clothes and a green baseball cap with a white stripe. He wore a bandana over his face. 
 

SCMPD Forensics processed the scene and the case has been turned over to the FBI for further 
investigation. If anyone has information on this robbery, they are asked to contact CrimeStoppers at 912-
234-2020. 
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For Immediate Release 
 

Police seek armed robbery suspects  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (August 20, 2008): Police are seeking the public’s assistance in identifying and 
locating the two men responsible for an armed robbery of the Choose’s Market in the 500 block of 
Martin Luther King Blvd. around 7:30 on Tuesday evening. 
 
Two men, with t-shirts wrapped around their heads, came into the store. One suspect was brandishing 
a handgun and demanded money.  The suspect then fired a shot which hit the wall. A store employee 
was given a small black backpack to put cash in to, and then both suspects fled the scene. No one 
was injured. 
 

Police hope that someone will recognize the suspects from their clothing and call CrimeStoppers in order 
to quality for a cash reward.  The number to call is 912-234-2020. 
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For Immediate Release 
 
NOTE CORRECTED DATE 

SCMPD Citizen’s Academy  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (August 20, 2008):   If you’ve always wondered what the inside workings of a police 
department were like, or are just interested in how you can help make your community a safer place 
to live, the Savannah-Chatham Metro Police Department is accepting applications for the fall session 
of its annual Citizen’s Police Academy. 
 
The 2008 program starts on Thursday, September 18  and take place every Thursday night for 13 
weeks.  Registration is limited to the first 30 applicants and costs only $10.  Deadline for registration is 
Friday, September 12. Interested people can visit their nearest precinct office to pick up an 
application, or download it from the SCMPD website at www.scmpd.org.  The application must be 
signed and notarized and then turned in at any precinct or the Police Barracks located at 201 
Habersham Street along with the registration fee.     
 
The Citizen’s Police Academy is a thirteen-week program that allows the residents of our community 
to interact with members of the department and gain an understanding of the justice system. 
Participants will meet the Chief of Police and officers from each unit of Metro Police.  
 
Highlights of the program include touring the Chatham County Jail, the Regional Youth Detention 
Center, and an opportunity to do a ride-a-long with a patrol officer. The class meets on Thursday 
nights from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. at the Savannah-Chatham Metropolitan Police Department Squad 
Room, 201 Habersham Street. 
 
Graduates will receive three continuing education units from Armstrong Atlantic State University. The 
Savannah-Chatham County Board of Education also recognizes the program for training units.  
 

Anyone seeking more information can contact program coordinator Gianna Nelson at 651-2246. 
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For Immediate Release   

 
Whitfield Ave and Diamond Causeway Closed  

 
SAVANNAH, GA (August 22, 2008 10:00AM): The intersection of Whitfield Avenue and Diamond 
Causeway is closed.  A large oak tree has fallen and is blocking the road.   Whitfield and Glade is also 
closed. Police ask that drivers avoid these areas until work crews are able to clear the roads.  
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For Immediate Release   
 

GOLD MEDAL WINNERS : SCMPD Animal Control Rabies Cl inic a Huge 
Success  

 
SAVANNAH, GA (August 25, 2008): The Animal Control Division of the Savannah Chatham Metro 
Police department sponsored a rabies clinic this past Saturday, August 23, at the Animal shelter on 
Sallie mood drive.  The clinic was a tremendous success with over 550 rabies vaccines administered; 
the largest crowd ever. Lieutenant Brenda Boulware said,  “ there would have been more animals 
vaccinated had more vaccine been available.”  Dr. Douglas, Veterinarian and Department of 
Environmental Health Rabies Control Officer, Beth Grubbs, were very pleased and surprised at the 
large turnout. They would like to thank their staff and all that assisted with such a worthwhile and 
necessary task. The SCMPD Animal Control expresses their thanks to the Media outlets for the 
magnificent exposure of these low cost rabies vaccine clinics.  Animal Control is already planning for 
the next rabies clinic in early November.  We thank you all for your continued support. 
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For Immediate Release   
 
   

Saturday Afternoon Shooting: Update  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (August 26, 2008): Violent Crimes Detectives have released the name of the victim 
from a shooting that occurred last Saturday afternoon.  The shooting occurred in the area of East 
Broad Street and Maupas Avenue.  The victim, 25 year old, Julian Christopher INGRAM, was shot 
during an apparent domestic argument that escalated into gun fire. INGRAM was sitting in his car 
when he was shot by a man riding in a black Dodge Durango driven by 29 year old, Tanessa Evell 
JOHNSON.  She was arrested on Saturday and charged with aggravated assault. Detectives continue 
to develop information that will lead to the arrest of the man riding with Tanessa Johnson on Saturday. 
 

Police are reaching out to our community and asking anyone with information about this shooting or who 
may have seen Ms. Johnson in her car on Saturday, call Metro Police Violent Crimes at 912.651.6728 or 
CrimeStoppers at 912.232.2020.  CrimeStoppers pays rewards for information and n ames remain 
anonymous.  
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For Immediate Release   
 

Back To School Means Back To Safety Basics  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (August 27, 2008): With children heading back to school next week,  Savannah-
Chatham Metro Police want to remind motorists to be extra cautious when taking to the streets in the 
coming days. 
 
“Children will be excited to be heading back to see their friends and start school, and likely won’t be 
paying much attention to crossing guards or traffic,” said Lt. Scott Simpkins, of Metro’s Special 
Operations Unit.  “Metro Police units will be out in full force to help ensure the safety of our children; 
and to make sure motorists are abiding by all school safety zone speed limits, crosswalk and 
pedestrian right-of-ways.” 
 
Many children will be headed to new schools and are learning new routes to schools.  They may pay 
little attention to traffic.  Parents are urged to plan a safe route to school, point out safe homes of 
friends or neighbors, create walking groups or make plans with other parents to walk their children to 
school. 
 
Parents are also asked to remind their children about traffic safety, staying on sidewalks and in 
crosswalks and obeying the school crossing guards.  It is also a great time to remind children about 
“stranger danger”. 
 
If a stranger approaches a child while they are walking to school, parents should teach their children 
to stay as far away from the person or car as possible, run to a safe place and tell a responsible adult. 
 They should scream and make as much noise as possible to attract attention. 
 

Police are also asking Neighborhood Watch groups to be particularly vigilant as children head back to 
class to help ensure a safe and secure school year for all Savannah-Chatham school children. 
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For Immediate Release 
 

 
Police investigate morning car crash  

Historic fountain suffers significant damage 
 
SAVANNAH, GA (August 30, 2008): The historic fountain in front of the Cotton Exchange Building at 
Drayton and Bay Streets has suffered significant damage after an early morning car wreck. 
 
Metro Police determined that a woman was traveling at a high rate of speed north on Drayton Street at 
about 7:10 a.m.  At the end of Drayton she continued straight, drove between a fire hydrant and light 
pole, hit the wrought iron fencing surrounding the fountain, went airborne and sheared off the terra 
cotta lion fountain.  The car also sheared off a light pole, before coming down on the pedestrian 
walkway in front of the Cotton Exchange Building.  The car came to rest on its side on the front steps 
of the building.  Paramedics and firefighters used the Jaws of Life to remove the woman from the car. 
 Thirty-nine year old Donna R. Haddock of Savannah was taken to Memorial Medical Center with non-
life threatening injuries.  
 
City Parks and Trees staff, along with engineers and other city workers arrived on the scene to assess 
the damage.  The curator of the Cotton Exchange Building was also at the scene.  City staff says the 
terra cotta lion fountain dates back to the mid-1800’s.  Staff hopes to gather all the pieces of the 
wrought iron work and have a skilled iron-worker repair the fence.  The terra cotta lion was destroyed. 
 
The pedestrian walkway and the road beneath it will be closed until City engineering staff can assess 
the structural integrity and safety of the walkway.  Businesses on both sides of the Cotton Building are 
not affected.   
 
Police continue to investigate the events that led up to the wreck.   
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For Immediate Release   
 
   

Hurricane Preparedness: Think PET SAFETY!   
 
SAVANNAH, GA (September 2, 2008 4:00PM): With Hurricane “HANNA” approaching the east coast 
and the possibility of at least, tropical storm force winds in our area by Friday, don’t forget the safety of 
your family pet.  Metro Police Animal Control Division suggests taking your pet with you should an 
evacuation order be issued.  It is further advised that your pet be transported in an animal carrier with 
a picture and owner information secured to the carrier.  Don’t forget to take several days worth of food 
and water and any medications that your pet may need.  Your pet should also have a collar with owner 
information on it.  Remember to bring a leash or harness.  
 

As of 1:00 p.m. today, the Chatham Metro Animal Shelter stopped accepting additional animals except for 
EMERGENCY cases, such as injured animals or animals that have bitten someone. Please DO NOT drop 
animals off at the shelter until normal operations resume after “Hanna” has passed.    
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For Immediate Release 

14-year-old missing for almost a month  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (September 4, 2008):  Metro Police are seeking the public’s assistance in locating 
14-year-old, Ulaysha (you-lay’-sha) BACON. Miss Bacon has not been seen since August 18 and her 
family is particularly concerned, as are police, that she did not return to school on Tuesday.  Miss 
Bacon ran away from home several times in July, but was spotted by friends and acquaintances in 
different areas of Savannah.  As of August 18, police have had no confirmed sightings of the teen. 
 
Miss Bacon is known to frequent the Harmon Creek and Edgewater area, Oak Forest Apartments, 
Yamacraw Village, West Chatham, Kayton Homes and the area of 39th and Waters. 
 
She is 4’6” tall, and weights about 140 pounds. She may be attempting to disguise herself in boy’s 
clothing.  
 

Anyone with information as to the whereabouts of Ulaysha Bacon is asked to call Metro Police Special 
Victim's Unit at 912.651.6742 or Crime Stoppers at 912.234.2020.   
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For Immediate Release 
 

Police seek to identify armed robbery suspects  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (September 4, 2008):  Savannah Chatham Metro Police are seeking the public’s 
assistance to identify the two men responsible for robbing the Days Inn at 11750 Abercorn St around 
11:30 p.m. on August 26.   
 
One of the men pointed a gun at the night clerk and demanded money.  The clerk escaped without 
injury.  Both men fled the business after taking money from the till. 
 
Surveillance photos show both men inside the business and one of them pointing the pistol.  The man 
holding the gun is described as a black male, 5 feet 10 inches tall and a stocky build. The second 
suspect, a black male, 5 feet 10 inches tall and about 170 pounds.  Police believe the suspects 
walked up to the business from the Knollwood Circle area. 
 

Anyone with information about this robbery or the identity of the men is asked to call Metro Robbery 
Detectives at 912.651.6694 or Crime Stoppers at 912.234.2020 
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For Immediate Release   
 
   

Metro Police Find Missing 14 Year Old Girl  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (September 9, 2008): Metro Police have found the missing 14 year old girl, Ulaysha 
BACON.  She is OK. Miss Bacon had not been seen since August 18 and her family was very concerned, 
as were police since she did not return to school the next day.  An alert Precinct Four Metro Police officer 
spotted Miss Bacon at the convenience store located at the intersection of Tibet  Avenue and 
Middleground Road.  She was taken to police headquarters, interviewed by Metro Police Special Victims 
Investigators, and subsequently transported to Chatham County Regional Youth Detention Center. 
 
 
 

N E W S   R E L E A S E  

 
For Immediate Release :  Please Note CORRECTION  

 
 

Metro Police Find RUNAWAY 14 Year Old Girl  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (September 10, 2008): Metro Police have found the runaway 14 year old girl, Ulaysha 
BACON.  She is OK. Miss bacon had not been seen since August 18 and her family was very concerned, 
as were police, since she did not return to school the next day.  An alert Precinct Four Metro Police officer 
spotted Miss Bacon at the convenience store located at the intersection of Tibet  Avenue and 
Middleground Road.  She was taken to police headquarters, interviewed by Metro Police Special Victims 
Investigators, and subsequently transported to Chatham County Regional Youth Detention Center as a 
runaway. 
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For Immediate Release   
 

Police Search for Armed Robbery Suspects  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (September 12, 2008): Metro Police robbery investigators are 
asking for the publics help identifying two armed robbery suspects.   
 
Last night, at around 10:45 PM, Metro Police responded to the “Mighty Max Hot 
Stop” at 502 West Bay Street, on an armed robbery call.  When two men entered 
the store, one of them pointed a gun and demanded money from the store clerk.  
Two customers were in the store at the time of the incident.  No one was injured 
during the robbery and the two men fled the store. 
 
The robbery suspects attempted to disguise their identity with sunglasses and hats. 
One of them covered his face with a white shirt. 
  

 Investigators have obtained pictures from the store surveillance and are asking for the 
communities help identifying these two men.  Anyone with information about this armed 
robbery is asked to call Metro Police robbery detectives at 912. 651.6694 or Crime 
Stoppers at 912.234.2020. 
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Missing manhole covers create significant safety is sue 

 
SAVANNAH, GA (September 17, 2008): Savannah criminals are stooping to a new low … stealing 
manhole covers. The City of Savannah is now seeing what other metropolitan cities across the 
country have experienced in the past few months – manhole covers being stolen and turned in at 
salvage depots for money.  This is a significant safety issue for motorists, pedestrians and especially 
young children who may run into the street and fall down an uncovered hole. 
 
The City of Savannah’s Water and Sewer Bureau reports 15 manhole covers have been stolen in the 
past few days.  The first four, reported over the weekend, were taken from an area along Al 
Henderson Blvd.  On Monday, a report of a missing sanitary manhole cover along Glen Oaks Drive in 
Brandlewood was received by Sewer Maintenance. Yesterday, Sewer Maintenance received a report 
of ten covers that had been removed along Shady Grove Lane in the Canebrake Village subdivision.   
 

Police believe the thieves are removing the 100-pound covers and taking them to local salvage centers for 
money – less than $15 at current rates.  Salvage centers are being asked not  to accept these items, or to 
get full information from the person bringing the cover in and to call police as soon as possible.  Police 
encourage anyone with information about these thieves to contact CrimeStoppers at 912-234-2020.  If you 
see a missing manhole cover, please call 3-1-1 as soon as possible to report the location. 
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UPDATE: Traffic Accident at Victory Dr. and Reynold s Ave.  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (September 22, 2008):  Metro Police have arrested two people that are responsible 
for the wreck on Sunday afternoon that sent three to the hospital.  Two men driving a stolen 2007 
Lexus drove the vehicle at a high rate of speed into the intersection of Victory Drive and Reynolds 
Avenue, disregarding a red light and struck two other cars.  The driver of one of the vehicles struck by 
the stolen car was injured.  Both people in the stolen car were hurt.  All three were transported to 
Memorial Medical center.  
 
The people in the stolen Lexus have been identified as 19 year old Shannon Black and 28 year old 
Robbie Orr. They were captured only a short distance from the wreck with the assistance of a 
concerned citizen who in fact caught one of them by himself and turned him over to police.  Orr, 
believed to be the driver, has been charged with theft by receiving stolen auto, leaving the scene of an 
accident, obstruction by fleeing and numerous traffic related charges.  Black was also charged with 
obstruction by fleeing and leaving the scene of an accident. After treatment at Memorial Medical 
Center, both men have been taken to Chatham County Detention Center.               
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Police seek to identify robbery suspect  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (September 25, 2008):  Savannah-Chatham Metro Police are seeking the public’s 
assistance in identifying a man police believe to be responsible for two robberies yesterday.  In both 
cases, the man reached over the counter and grabbed money out of the cash register before fleeing 
on foot. 
 
In each case, the suspect, a white male, in his 30’s with a stocky build, about 6’ to 6’3” wearing a red 
baseball cap and white T-shirt entered the store, approached the counter acting like he was going to 
make a purchase.  When the cashier rang up the sale, he reached over and grabbed money from the 
till. The first robbery was just after midnight yesterday morning at the Circle K store on Quacco Road, 
while the second took place at the Parker’s in the 1900 block of East Victory Drive around 8:00 p.m. 
last night. 
 
Savannah-Chatham Metro Police now have instant access to all Parker’s Convenience store 
cameras, and were able to quickly acquire photos from both stores. 
 

If you have information about who the suspect is, or his whereabouts, you are asked to contact Metro 
Police robbery detectives at 651-6694 or CrimeStoppers at 234-2020.  You may qualify for a cash reward, 
and you can remain anonymous. 
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Murder suspect still on the loose  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (September 26, 2008):  It’s been more than two months since a warrant has been 
issued for a murder suspect in Savannah, and police are asking for the public’s help in locating 23-
year-old Achmed Kiwaan WILLIAMS .  
 
“We consider this man armed and dangerous,” said Detective Roy Ricardo of the Metro Police Violent 
Crimes Unit.  “We believe he killed his brother, there is no telling what else Williams may do.” 
 
On April 6, 2008, police were called to an address in the 1200 block of East 54th Street. Eighteen 
year-old Alex Williams was found suffering from a single gunshot wound.  He died of his injury at 
Memorial Health University Medical Center a short time later.  SCMPD later arrested his brother 
Achmed on an outstanding parole violation, believing he was a person of interest in the case, but he 
was released before the murder warrant was issued. 
 
Detectives have reason to believe Williams is still in the Savannah area and frequents the Waters 
Street corridor and Yamacraw Village area.  Williams is 5’4” tall, and has a slim build. He was last 
known to have very short close-cropped hair and was clean-shaven.  It is not known if he has changed 
his appearance. 
 
Police urge anyone with information as to the whereabouts of Achmed Williams to contact the SCMPD 
Violent Crimes Unit at 651-6728 or CrimeStoppers at 234-2020.  A reward of up to $1,000 is offered 
for information leading the arrest and conviction of Williams.  
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Pedestrian Struck and Killed at Victory Dr. and Hop kins St.   

 
SAVANNAH, GA (September 26, 2008): Metro Police Traffic Investigators continue to investigate a 
pedestrian fatality last night at Victory Drive and Hopkins Street at around 11:00 PM.   Police believe 25-
year-old Nichole Denise BRYANT  of Savannah was crossing Victory Drive mid-block and was not in the 
crosswalk when she was struck by a late model KIA OPTIMA. She was pronounced dead at the scene.   
 
Anyone with information about the incident is asked to contact Metro Traffic Investigators 652-6650 or 
CrimeStoppers at 234-2020. 
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SCMPD course recognized internationally  

 
SAVANNAH, GA (September 26, 2008):  A course that helps officers recognize how they may put 
themselves in dangerous situations, is being recognized internationally next week at the Institute for 
Law Enforcement Administration’s Police Use of Force conference in Plano, Texas. 
 
Chief Michael Berkow is the keynote speaker at the conference and will talk about the different 
aspects of Police Use of Force and Cpl. Mark Galipeau of SCMPD’s Training Unit will conduct two 
sessions about a program called “Officer Created Jeopardy”, developed by SCMPD, to teach officers 
how not to put themselves in dangerous situations. 
 
“The dangers inherent to law enforcement officers seem to grow daily,” said Berkow.  “We created a 
course that shows officers how they can avoid placing themselves, and the general public, into 
situations that may cause them harm, or may harm innocent bystanders, simply by adhering to their 
number one goal – and that is saving lives.” 
 
The department reviewed recent cases where officers created an unnecessary risk for themselves or 
others.  With that information in hand, the department began a systematic search and evaluation of 
training curriculum for the specific topic.  When none was found, department staff solicited input from 
experts in the law enforcement field, local community leaders, ministers and the NAACP to help 
create a training course that would help ensure the safety and security of both its officers and the 
public. 
 
During the training, officers’ priorities are defined, and officers are reminded that although they cannot 
control the actions of another, they do control their own actions.  The goal is to teach officers how to 
minimize jeopardy that is within their control. 
 
Since the inception of the training in February 2008, SCMPD has not experienced an officer-involved 
shooting.  In 2007 the department had eight. 
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Charges laid in relation to Montgomery Street homic ide 
 

SAVANNAH, GA (September 27, 2008 1:43 a.m.):  Within hours of Metro Police discovering a 
homicide in the 3700 block of Montgomery Street, detectives have made an arrest. 
 
Savannah-Chatham Metro Police have charged 39-year-old Frank JOHNSON Jr. , of Savannah with 
Murder and Possession of a Firearm by a Convicted Felon.  
 
Johnson turned himself in to police shortly after the shooting, which took place just after 9:30 p.m. 
Friday night.  Fifty-one year-old Clyde Lee Williams died at the scene.  Johnson and Williams were 
known to each other and it appears the shooting was a result of an ongoing dispute. 
 
Johnson has been transported to the Chatham County Detention Center and will be expected to 
appear in court on Monday.    
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Oktoberfest Safety  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (October 2, 2008):  The first weekend of October means the Savannah Waterfront 
Association’s Oktoberfest on the River will be in full swing.  Metro Police are reminding “Oompah-pah-
ers” to stay safe while celebrating this weekend. 
 
A few things to remember: 
· After parking your car – CLEAR it! 
 o CLOSE windows 
 o LOCK all doors 
 o ENABLE  any security device; and 
 o REMOVE any valuables from view 
· Park in garages with security staff or in well-lit areas 
· Keep your children in sight at all times 
· Make plans now for a designated driver, or someone in your group who will not drink if your group 
is walking 
· Always be aware of your surroundings! 
 

Metro Police will have extra officers on duty around the downtown area and throughout the jurisdiction this 
weekend to help ensure the safety of our residents and visitors. 
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Police need public’s help  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (October 8, 2008):  Savannah Chatham Metro Police are asking for the public’s 
assistance in gathering information about an incident that took place last Friday outside the Family 
Dollar store on Ogeechee Road. 
 
At around 7:20 p.m., a 27-year-old man was cut by a woman after she left the store.  Police have 
learned that the man had been approaching people as they came to the store and asking them for 
money.  The man, who is developmentally challenged, may have had physical contact with some of 
the patrons.  Police understand people may have been more apprehensive because of this man's 
perceived aggressive mannerisms.  
 
Police are hoping those who made contact with the man or saw what happened when he was 
assaulted to come forward. The man is 5’11” tall, weighs about 260 pounds. He was wearing a grey 
shirt and blue denim shorts.  Police have pinpointed the woman who cut him in store video 
surveillance, but have not been able to identify or contact her.  Police are asking her and others who 
may have witnessed the event to come forward. 
 
If you have any information about this incident, you are asked to contact Metro’s Violent Crimes Unit 
at 912-651-6728 or CrimeStoppers at 912-234-2020. 
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Police search for carjacking suspect  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (October 8, 2008):  Police are investigating a carjacking that occurred this afternoon 
in the parking lot of the Best Western hotel on Gateway Blvd. around 1:45. 
 
A couple was entering their car, a 2005 4-door Toyota Camry that was silver/beige in color, when a 
black male, between 5’10” and 6’ tall wearing a blue ‘uniform’ type outfit, approached them, pulled the 
man from the car and drove off with the woman.  About ½-mile down the road, he stopped and let the 
woman out of the car.  No weapon was seen. 
 
The car was last seen on Al Henderson Blvd. going towards Littleneck Road.  The car has a Florida 
tag number RO64TZ. 
 
The couple was taken to St. Joseph’s Candler Hospital as a precaution. Detectives, forensic officers 
and K-9 were on the scene and are following up various leads. 
 

Anyone who spots the car is asked to call 9-1-1 immediately. 
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Suspect identified in afternoon carjacking  

 
SAVANNAH, GA (October 9, 2008 5:55 p.m.): Metro Police have identified the man wanted in 
connection with a carjacking this afternoon at the Best Western hotel on Gateway Blvd. 
 
Police are looking for 33 year-old Edward Lawrence Gamble II.  He is black male, 5’10”, 185 pounds, 
bald and clean shaven. Warrants have been secured for Gamble for Robbery by Force and 
Kidnapping.  There is an outstanding warrant for him for a parole violation. 
 
Police believe Gamble carjacked a couple who were entering their car, a 2005 4-door Toyota Camry 
that was silver/beige in color  He pulled the man from the car and drove off with the woman.  About ½-
mile down the road, he stopped and let the woman out of the car.  No weapon was seen.  The car was 
last seen on Al Henderson Blvd. going towards Littleneck Road.  The car has a Florida tag number 
RO64TZ. 
 
Anyone who spots Gamble is asked to call 9-1-1 immediately, do not approach the suspect. 
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SAVANNAH,GA(October 13, 2008):  Savannah Chatham Me tro police 
detectives are seeking the public’s assistance in i dentifying a man police 
believe is responsible for credit card theft and fo rgery.  It is believed that this 
suspect may responsible for several other credit ca rd crimes and may have an 
accomplice. 
 
Around October 1, 2008, a man entered the Target st ore at the Savannah Mall 
and used a stolen credit card to make a purchase.  He later went to the Publix 
grocery store on Abercorn street near the Savannah Mall and used the same 
card. 
 

Anyone with information about this crime or who kno ws the identity of this man, 
please contact Metro Property Crimes detectives at (912) 651-6723 or 
Crimestoppers at (912) 234-2020.  
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Metro Police Welcome 14 New officers, a New Lieuten ant, and Four New 

Sergeants   
 
SAVANNAH, GA (October 17, 2008): Savannah-Chatham Metro Police Chief Michael Berkow 
added 14 new officers to the department today, as graduates were pinned at a ceremony at The 
Savannah Civic Center Ballroom.  He also announced the promotion of four Sergeants, and 
appointment of one Lieutenant to his command staff.  
 
Lieutenant Mike Wilson, who most recently served in the Public Affairs Office, was officially 
pinned.  Mike Wilson is now a supervisor in the Downtown precinct.  The experience and 
leadership capability of  Lt. Mike Wilson is a great addition to the Downtown precinct that we can 
all be proud of. 
 
The four individuals selected as new Sergeants will no doubt, tremendously benefit our 
department as these new supervisors bring with them a positive attitude and leadership 
capability that reflects the quality requirements of our department. They are Sgt. Karen Ryan, 
Sgt. David James, Sgt. Mark Galipeau, and Sgt. George Gundich. 
 
“I expect the addition of our 14 new Officers, four new Sergeants and one new Lieutenant to 
make a significant impact on the streets," said Chief Berkow.  “The new officers will be walking 
the beats around the clock for the next month in targeted high-crime areas, and I have set 
ambitious goals for crime reduction during that time.”  
 
  The new recruits are listed below. 
 
      Class Liaisons:  
 
Ofc. Burton Smith and Ofc. Jarrod Adams 
 
Graduates:  
 
Ofc. Rueben Colon                                   Ofc. Gena Davis-Moore 
Ofc. Kevin Fikes    Ofc. Keyron Halliburton 
Ofc. Tamara Jackson-Early  Ofc. Wesley Johnson   
Ofc. David Laff    Ofc. Charles Pugh III 
Ofc. Jason Sweetapple   Ofc. Lillie Wilkerson 
Ofc. John Wolf    Ofc. Jeremy Zelanes  
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Three charged in kidnapping  

Incident tied to drug debt 
 

SAVANNAH, GA (October 20, 2008):  Three men are facing charges after kidnapping and brutally 
assaulting a Savannah woman from Yamacraw Village last Thursday.  Close partnerships among law 
enforcement agencies led police to her and her captors Friday afternoon.  
 
“This was a horrific incident involving drug debts that resulted in the kidnapping and sexual assault of 
an innocent woman,” said Metro Police Chief Michael Berkow.  “Working seamlessly with other police 
agencies in Georgia, South Carolina, the US Marshals Service, FBI and local CNT agents, our 
intelligence unit was able to piece together information that led to the identities of the suspects and the 
location of the victim.” 
 
Police were unable to release information until now because numerous search warrants and lineups 
were being conducted.   
 
Chief Berkow thanked Hinesville Police and all the other assisting agencies, and pointed out the value 
of SARIC’s affiliation with the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division’s South Carolina Information 
Exchange (SCIEx). 
 

Facing kidnapping charges in Chatham County are 25-year-old Anthony Antero SMITH of Hinesville and 
34-year-old Chris SCOTT  on Hopkins, South Carolina. Additional charges may be pending.  Thirty-five 
year-old Jalani BATTLE  is in custody in Hinesville facing kidnapping and sexual assault charges. 



 
MEDIA ADVISORY 

 
Police Association Donates to Officer's Transplant Fund  

 
The Police Association of Chatham Savannah will make a donation to the fund to assist SCMPD SCpl. 
George Smith with his kidney transplant. Media are invited to the short presentation. 
 
WHEN: Wednesday, October 22, 2008, 2:30 p.m. 
 
WHERE: SCMPD Annex/West Chatham Precinct, 295 Polic e Memorial Drive 
 
WHO:  Zach Shuman, Police Association of Chatham Sa vannah 
  SCpl. George Smith & Family 
 
WHAT: Check presentation 
 
Background: 
 
SCpl George Smith has served as a police officer for 19 years and is currently assigned to the Animal 
Control Unit.  He was diagnosed with lupus in 1998 and became seriously ill in 2004. The disease has all 
but disabled his kidneys necessitating daily dialysis.  After being on the Mayo Clinic's Kidney Transplant 
list for three years, he has received news that he will be a recipient of a kidney by the end of the year.  A 
fund has been established on behalf of the Smith family at Wachovia Bank to help with the expenses 
insurance will not cover. 
 
Various fundraisers have been held both within and outside the police community for SCpl Smith.  There 
will be a major public fundraiser for Cpl. Smith on Nov 15th. Information is included as an attachment to 
this advisory.  
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 SCMPD launches revamped website  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (October 23, 2008):  Savannah-Chatham Metro Police launched their revamped and 
easier-to-use website today. Savannah and Chatham County residents will now find it easier to find 
information and can participate in a “METRO CopBlog” and sign up for alerts for breaking police-
related news. The web address is: www.scmpd.org  
 
“We realize technology is one of the most important ways we can, not only reach out to our 
community, but empower people to help fight crime,” said Chief Michael Berkow.  “This new site is 
much easier to navigate, and has new interactive features that we hope will encourage even more 
involvement of our community in fighting crime in our area.” 
 
The site also includes new features such as a “Daily Significant Incident Report”, which will be 
updated each weekday with the significant crimes from the last 24-hours, a “Recovered Property” 
page, with items being held by the SCMPD Property Room, and maintains popular pages such as the 
“Radar Hotspots” and “Community Crime Mapping” pages. 
 
Although limited by bandwidth, the department is taking advantage of free services such as “Twitter” 
and “Blogspot” to host more advanced features.  The department hopes to also begin providing 
streaming video of entire news conferences and interviews on “YouTube” in the near future. 
 
“Communication today and in the future is, in large part, driven by technology,” said Judy Pal, the 
department’s Public Information Administrator.  “We are working to use every avenue available to us 
to ensure our community has access to useful, timely and accurate information to help them prevent 
crime and help us solve crime in Savannah and Chatham County.” 

 



 
N E W S   R E L E A S E  
 
For Immediate Release 

Pedicure bandit strikes again  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (October 24, 2008):  Metro Police are seeking the public’s assistance in identifying a 
man police believe may be responsible for four or more robberies of businesses in Savannah during 
the past two weeks. 
 
The suspect in four robberies – Video Bob’s on October 12, Sunset Novelties on October 17, 
Savannah Nails on October 20 and Rumors Clothing Store yesterday – all have the same description: 
 a black male, in his early to mid 30’s, standing about 6’ tall. He is bald and sports a full beard.  A gun 
was used in each of these commercial robberies. 
 
In the commission of the Savannah Nails robbery, the suspect actually received a pedicure from staff 
before demanding the money from the cash register and forcing the entire staff into the bathroom. In 
the Rumor’s robbery, he also made the victims go into the storage room before he left. 
 
Police have been able to obtain poor quality surveillance photos from two of the locations.  Detectives 
hope that someone in the community recognizes this man and calls CrimeStoppers to quality for a 
cash reward. 
 

Police also encourage businesses to ensure their surveillance systems are working correctly, cameras are 
pointed in the right locations, and if tapes are used, they are changed on a regular basis to ensure quality 
video or photos can be accessed by police if a robbery does occur.  Businesses can call Metro Police for a 
free security check by contacting the Crime Prevention Officer in their respective precinct office. Precinct 
office contact information is available from the SCMPD’s website at www.scmpd.org.  


