
 
N E W S   R E L E A S E  
 
For Immediate Release 
 

Bait Vehicle Captures Three  
 

SAVANNAH, GA October 23, 2008):  The bait car being used by Savannah-Chatham Metro Police to 
catch auto theft and entering auto suspects, hooked its first three unsuspecting thieves on 
Wednesday.   
 
On Wednesday afternoon, the vehicle was parked on a midtown street. The first suspect, a 15 year-
old juvenile, got in the car, drove it a very short distance and then abandoned it.  He has been 
charged with Entering an Auto, a felony charge.  A short time later, a second juvenile male and 17-
year-old Eric Keyon DAVIS  entered the vehicle. The juvenile drove it a short distance then they 
stopped and changed drivers.  Davis then drove it for a few minutes before getting jittery when they 
saw police.  Since the windows and doors would not open, the juvenile took a small safe that had 
been placed in the back seat, and smashed out the passenger side window.  Both he and Davis 
escaped through the window in the 900 block of E. Anderson Street.   
 
All three suspects were apprehended a short time later.  Davis and the second juvenile are charged 
with felony Theft by Taking Stolen Property (Auto). Davis was scheduled to appear in court today. 
The juveniles were taken to the Regional Youth Detention Center. 
 
Nationwide Insurance donated the bait car vehicle to Metro Police in July of this year to held stem 
auto thefts in Savannah-Chatham.  In 2007, 1,164 cars were stolen in Savannah-Chatham Metro 
Police jurisdiction. That was an 18% drop from the 2004 total of 1,421.  To October 11 of this year, 
935 vehicles have been stolen.   
 

### 
 

Because juveniles were involved in these incidents, surveillance footage cannot released after 
adjudication. Attached is a photo of Davis and a one-pager on how the bait car works. 



 
 
 

NEWS RELEASE  
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson  
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666  
Fax: 912. 525.1587  
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov  
 
For Immediate Release Sunday, January 6, 2008  
 
Persistent police work nets three suspects again 
 
Three teens are back in jail after Savannah-Chatham Metro Police caught them trying to steal from a 
southside business for the second time this week. 
 
An off-duty Metro officer with the help of loss prevention officers arrested the three at the Bass Pro shop at 
the Savannah mall Saturday night. Two men ages 18 and 19 stole a 9 mm handgun and 9 mm ammunition 
while their 15-year-old friend stood lookout. The officers seized the gun and ammunition, and arrested the 
three, identified as Jimmy Ray Bennett, 19, William Little, 18, and a 15-year-old boy. 
 
These are the same teens that Southside Precinct officers arrested Wednesday morning loitering outside the 
Enmark Station in the 14000 block of Abercorn Street. The three were in possession of two ski masks, a 
Halloween mask and a toy gun. 
 
Bennett and Little are now back in the Chatham County jail on charges of theft by shoplifting. The 
juvenile was released to his parents. 
 
“These three suspects are persistent to commit criminal activity, but they are not as persistent as our 
ambition to prevent crime,” said Capt. Richard Zapal, Metro Southside Precinct commander. 

### 



 
 

NEWS RELEASE 
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Tuesday, January 22, 2008 
 
Two arrested and another sought in robbery spree 
 
Two men are in jail and another is at large in connection with a Jan. 14 spree of robberies on Savannah's south 
and east sides. Kevin Gerard Harris, 20, and John Maurice Milton, 19, are each charged with five counts of 
armed robbery in two of the eastside attacks.  
  
Savannah-Chatham Metro detectives arrested Harris within hours of the robberies after they found him hiding 
under a bed in his Windsor Arms apartment while serving a search warrant. They later identified 26-year-old 
Michael James and 19-year-old John Allen Milton as accomplices.  
  
Milton surrendered to police Sunday night after learning he was wanted for the crimes. Both men were 
arraigned Tuesday in Recorder's Court. The judge ordered the pair held without bond. Police are now searching 
for James, who has managed to elude capture.  
  
Harris’ arrest came within hours of two reported robberies - one in the 2200 block of East Gwinnett Street, and 
another in the zero block of Indigo Court. A witness saw the suspects abandoning the car not far from the 
Indigo Court robbery and called police.  
  
Robbery detectives identified Harris as the owner of the gray Oldsmobile abandoned at Edgelawn and 
Pennsylvania Avenue after finding evidence of the robberies inside. The same car was used about an hour 
earlier in the 2200 block of East Gwinnett Street, where two more victims were attacked.  
  
Detectives found Harris and booked him in the Chatham County jail on probation violations. In addition to the 
Indigo Court and Gwinnett St. crimes, Harris, Milton and James are being investigated in connection with two 
other Jan.14 robberies on the Southside. 
  
Anyone with information on the whereabouts of James is urged to call robbery detectives at 651-6694; or call 
CrimeStoppers.  
  

 



 
NEWS RELEASE 
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Thursday, January 24, 2008 
 
Tip to Chief nets homicide suspect 

A homicide fugitive who returned to Savannah on a Greyhound bus from 
Atlanta Wednesday night is in the Chatham County jail. Savannah-
Chatham Metro Police Chief Michael Berkow received the tip personally 
from an anonymous caller stating that 19-year-old Henry Johnson was on 
a bus headed this way.  
 
Berkow marshaled a team of violent crime detectives and uniformed 
officers from Downtown Precinct to stake out the bus terminal about an 
hour before the scheduled arrival. The bus pulled in to the Oglethorpe 
station shortly before midnight.  
 
Officers approached the bus as Johnson disembarked and immediately 
took flight. With every avenue of escape blocked, he had nowhere to run. 
Police took the wanted felon into custody and charged him with murder. 

He will be arraigned Thursday in Recorder’s Court.  
 
Johnson had been on the run from police after detectives identified him as the suspect in the Sept. 12 shooting 
death of 43-year-old Dennis Coleman Jr. Detectives learned that Johnson shot Coleman in the 600 Block of 

East 39 th St. during a dispute. 
 
Johnson, who was acquainted with Coleman, drove him to Candler Hospital and discharged him at emergency room 
door. That’s where police were called to take the report. Coleman died from his wounds within hours of his arrival to 
the hospital. 



 
NEWS RELEASE 
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Wednesday, January 30, 2008 
 
Man jailed after causing crash on 34 th and Live Oak 

A man driving a stolen car that ended up in a garage apartment, after 
crashing into another car and hitting a bicyclist, is behind bars. 
Kendall Alphonzo Stevens, 19, is in the Chatham County jail 
charged with theft by receiving a stolen auto, leaving the scene of an 
accident, running a stop sign and no driver’s license.  
 
Savannah-Chatham Metro Police arrested Stevens shortly after 5 
p.m. Tuesday after responding to the crash that sent him, John Olive 
(cyclist), and Jerome Milton, (driver of the other car) to the hospital. 
No one in the house was injured, although the garage sustained 

heavy structural damage.  
 

The crash occurred at the corner of 34th and Live Oak streets about three hours after the car was stolen from 
East 35 th and Drayton streets. Stevens bailed from the wreckage and left the scene, but was captured when he 
returned and tried to blend in among bystanders. 
 

He was headed north on Live Oak in the stolen 2002 GMC Envoy when he ran the stop sign at 34 th Street, 
and struck a 1983 Chevy traveling west bound by Milton. The impact caused Stevens to spin out of control and 
crash into the cyclist and a corner garage house.  
  

There have been 19 reported accidents on Live Oak since Jan. 2007 with only two at the intersection of 34 th

and Live Oak. Police have yet to determine if speed was a factor in Tuesday’s crash.  
  
All of the injured were taken to Memorial Health University Medical Center, treated and released. Stevens was 
arraigned in Recorder's Court Wednesday on charges related to the stolen car. The judge held him without 
bond.  

### 



 
NEWS RELEASE 
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Wednesday, February 6, 2008 
 
Drug trafficker jailed following chase and crash 
  
A suspected drug trafficker is in jail after trying to run over a sheriff’s deputy during a car chase.  
  
Chatham-Savannah Counter Narcotics agents and Sheriff’s deputies tried to stop a Dodge Durango near the 

intersection 71 st and Ranger streets shortly before 1 p.m. Wednesday during an undercover drug operation. 
  
When the deputies in marked patrol cars turned on their lights to make the stop, the driver, 27-year-old David 
Hudson sped off. The deputies cornered the vehicle near Jasmine Avenue and Bonna Bella where Hudson 
attempted to run over one of the deputies.  
  
The deputy opened fire, striking the SUV before it sped away. Hudson lost control of the car and struck the 
guardrail going onto the Truman Parkway from Eisenhower Drive with officers in pursuit.  
  
The officers quickly took Hudson into custody and recovered a stolen firearm from inside the vehicle along 
with marijuana and cocaine. He was taken to Memorial Health University Medical Center after complaining of 
chest pains.  
  
Savannah-Chatham Metro police are investigating the crash and criminal actions of the Hudson’s attempt to 
run over the deputy. The Sheriff’s Department is investigating the actions of the deputy who discharged his 
weapon. CNT is handling the drug violations.  
  
Hudson is expected to be released from the hospital later in the evening. He is charged with trafficking in 
cocaine, possession of marijuana wit intent to distribute, possession of a stolen firearm and possession of a 
firearm during the commission of a felony. He will be arraigned I Recorder’s Court at 1 p.m. Thursday. 
 



 
NEWS RELEASE 
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Tuesday, February 19, 2008 
 
Armed confrontation with police ends without gunfire 

A man remains behind bars after an armed confrontation with 
police.  
 
Eddie Lee Clemens was held without bond yesterday charged with 
aggravated assault, possession of a firearm by a convicted felon, 
obstruction by fleeing and other criminal violations.  
 
Savannah-Chatham Metro police arrested the 45-year-old Sunday 
around 11 p.m. after responding to a domestic dispute in the 1200 
block of Graydon Street. When officers arrived, they learned that the 

convicted felon had pistol whipped his female roommate and threatened to shoot another man in the rooming 
house.  
 
When the officers went to take him into custody, he refused to drop his gun, forcing an armed standoff.  
 
Facing danger with great restraint and patience, the officers repeated their commands with weapons drawn 
until Clemens decided to flee. 
 
A brief foot-chase ensued, however, the suspect refused to drop or surrender his weapon before crawling under 
a house on Bolton Street. After several minutes of commands and an increased presence by police, Clemens 
wisely surrendered and left his gun under the house.  
  
The female victim suffered multiple injuries to her head, but refused transport to the hospital.  

### 



 
NEWS RELEASE  
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson  
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666  
Fax: 912. 525.1587  
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov  
 
For Immediate Release Wednesday, February 20, 2008  
 
Drunk attacks and injures officer 

A man is charged with punching and injuring a Savannah-Chatham 
Metro Police officer while being booked into the Chatham County 
jail. 
 
The Southside Precinct officer suffered minor injures to his face 
after 49-year-old Barry Leon Williams attacked him at the Chatham 
County jail. The officer had arrested the belligerent and combative 
miscreant around 6 p.m. Tuesday behind a convenience store at 
Largo Drive and Abercorn Street for public drunkenness and battery. 
 

Once the officer arrived at the jail and began the booking process, Williams sucker-punched the officer from 
behind after his handcuffs were removed. Sheriff’s deputies and the officer immediately subdued Williams 
before placing him in a cell.   
 
The officer had to be treated by the jail’s nurse for visible injuries to his face before returning to duty. Williams 
is charged with battery on a police officer, obstruction by hindering and public intoxication. He was ordered 
held on a $1,800 bond and is facing up to 12 months in jail. 

### 



 
NEWS RELEASE 
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Wednesday, March 5, 2008 
 
Two people charged with making false reports to police 

A woman who lost $1,500 during a drug transaction is in jail after 
she filed a bogus police report claiming to be robbed at gunpoint. 
Sada Latrell Chisholm, 22, of Savannah, is in the Chatham County 
jail, charged with filing false statements, criminal trespass, and
reckless conduct.  
 
Savannah-Chatham Metro detectives arrested Chisholm shortly 
before 7 p.m. Tuesday at police headquarters after she gave a written 
report of a crime that never happened.  
 

Chisholm was arraigned today in Recorder’s Court and held on a $ 2,000 bond. She had call 911 around 6: 30 
p.m. Tuesday and reported that a man had robbed her at gunpoint, taking $1,500 from a check she said she 
recently cashed at Adler’s Package Shop on Duffy Street. 
 
Detectives became suspicious when the store clerk told them they had not cashed any checks for Chisholm. 
Upon further investigation, detectives learned Chisholm was attempting to buy a pound of marijuana from the 
man she claimed had robbed her. 
 
She had entrusted the suspected drug peddler with the cash, who vowed to return to her car with the drugs after 
retrieving them from an apartment in Frazier homes at MLK and Emerald Drive. Instead, the man fled with 
cash without turning over the drugs.  
  
Police also learned that Chisholm was involved an earlier unrelated altercation, which involved threats and 
violence. A search of her car turned up a small caliber handgun believed to be used in that incident. In addition 
to the false report, she was charged with the other misdemeanor violations.  
  
Chisholm is the second person arrested this week for filing a false police report. Metro detectives also arrested 
a 15-year-old girl on Monday after she filed a report claiming she was sexually assaulted. Police investigated 
and the teenager later admitted to making the false report. Detectives charged the teen and released her to her 
mother.  
  
Filing a false report with police is punishable by up to 12 months in jail and a $1000 fine. However, anyone 
convicted of making false statements during the course of an investigation could face felony charges, which 
carry a penalty up to five years in prison.  
  
Metro police arrested 37 suspects for filing false reports in 2007. So far this year, nine suspects have been 
charged with the crime.  

### 
 



 
NEWS RELEASE  
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson  
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666  
Fax: 912. 525.1587  
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov  
 
For Immediate Release Tuesday, March 18, 2008  
 
Woman arrested for bogus rape report 

A woman advertising “sensual massages for cash” on craigslist became the 
tenth person to be arrested this year for filing a false police report.  
 
Elisabeth Kelley 20, of Savannah, claimed that a man abducted her March 
11, took her to a wooded area in Georgetown and raped her.  
 
Savannah-Chatham Metro Police responded to St. Joseph’s Hospital, 
where they met with the alleged victim and SANE nurses. After describing 
a series of events, she was treated and released. 
 
Detectives with the department's Special Victims Unit became suspicious 

of the woman’s story when they were unable to find any evidence of the crime or alleged crime scene. Upon further 
investigation and questioning Monday, detectives learned Kelley made up the story. 
 
She had met with a potential “massage” client who received her service but refused to pay. Fearing she may have 
contracted more than she bargained for when she saw a sore on her client's mouth, she took advantage of the medical 
services provided free to legitimate rape victims.  
   
Metro detectives charged Kelley with filing the bogus claim and took her to jail. She was released Tuesday afternoon on 
a $650 bond pending further investigation on her services.    

 
### 



 
NEWS RELEASE  
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson  
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666  
Fax: 912. 525.1587  
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov  
 
For Immediate Release Tuesday, April 1, 2008  
 
Soldier crashes into Revolutionary War veterans' cemetery 
 

A drunk driver damaged the hallowed grounds of one of Savannah’s 
oldest cemeteries early Tuesday.  
 
The Fort Stewart soldier, identified as Gregory Foley, plowed into 
the cast iron fence surrounding the National Historic Landmark after 
losing control of his 1995 Ford Mustang.  
 
The car careened onto the burial grounds at the corner of Abercorn 
and Perry streets, rolling over at least one of the sacred headstones 
after taking out 20 feet of fence. 

 
A concerned citizen witnessed the crash shortly before 3 a.m. and notified a Metro officer who was patrolling 
the area.  
   
When the officer arrived on the scene, he found the 21-year-old Iraq veteran standing near his car about 15-20 
feet inside the cemetery. Foley was unsteady on his feet and reeked with alcohol.  
   
A preliminary breath test indicated a blood alcohol level twice that of the legal limit. The officer arrested the 
soldier after he refused medical attention and additional testing.  
   
Foley was booked into the Chatham County jail, charged with driving under the influence and failure to 
maintain lane. City officials are working to determine the cost to repair the grounds, which serve as a burial site 
for Revolutionary War heroes. 

### 



 
NEWS RELEASE  
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson  
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666  
Fax: 912. 525.1587  
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov  
 
For Immediate Release Wednesday, April 2, 2008  
 
Chemical bomb explodes, two teens arrested 

 
Two Indiana teenagers who said they set out to “wreak havoc and destruction in Savannah, Georgia,” with 
what they described as “works bomb” are in jail. The two set off the chemical mixture Tuesday morning, 
causing an explosion behind Pride Pool and Spa in the Savannah Festival shopping center near GA 204 
and Interstate 95.  
   
The two apparently had no idea the property was under surveillance video, which captured their every 
move on tape.  
   
Savannah-Chatham Metro Police arrested Taylor Sandlin (left) and Kenneth Smock, (right) both 17, 
shortly after the teens returned to the scene of the explosion to video police and firefighters at work.  
   
A West Chatham Precinct sergeant spotted the pair at a convenience store not far away. They were in the 
car captured on the pool store’s video surveillance. The two were taken into custody without incident.  
   
Police also recovered the camcorder the teens used to record their actions. The teens were arraigned 
Wednesday in Recorder’s Court. The judge set each of their  bonds at $10,000 and barred them from 
Chatham County-except for court appearances-upon release. 
 
They had been in Savannah less than 24 hours before setting off the explosion. They both reside in 
Indianapolis. Metro investigators are working with Indianapolis authorities to see if the two are linked to 
several similar incidents also captured on their own camcorder. 
 
For more information on the incident and arrests, West Chatham Precinct Commander Captain Charles 
Hall will be available at the Public Affairs Office between 3-3:30 p.m. today. 

### 
 



 
NEWS RELEASE 
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Friday, April 11. 2008 
 
Suspects with guns and drugs arrested 

   

   
Five people, including three convicted felons, are in jail today facing numerous charges including possession of guns and 
drugs. Savannah-Chatham Metro Police made the arrests in relation to a number of unrelated incidents reported in the 
past five days.  
  
Thirty-eight-year-old Dale Green ( top middle) was arrested and charged with possession of a firearm by a convicted 
felon, and has drug charges pending. The arrest stemmed from the Sunday night shooting in Hitch Village. Police found 
Green suffering from a gunshot wound to the leg shortly after 10 p.m., in front of 223 Cain Court. Paramedics rushed him 
to Memorial Health University Medical Center where he was treated and later released. In a search of the area for 
suspects, police did not find the person(s) responsible for shooting Green. However, they did recover his truck with two 
guns, 17 bags of marijuana, and three bags of crack cocaine packaged for delivery inside.  
  
Green refused to cooperate with police, but witnesses provided information implicating another convicted drug peddler, 
21-year-old Samson Ferguson (Bottom right)as a person of interest in the shooting. Police arrested Ferguson Wednesday 
night for sales of a controlled substance. He was questioned, but not charged in connection with Green’s shooting.  
  
In another unrelated incident, police arrested a convicted felon shortly after he shot and wounded one of his friends 
during an argument at a Wilmington Island apartment complex Thursday morning. Gary Grooms (top right) was 
arraigned in Recorder’s Court. He is being held without bond.  
  
Heavy traffic enforcement focused in violent crime neighborhoods netted more guns and arrests, including two teens and 
another convicted felon. The two teens are facing charges after their arrest Thursday afternoon following traffic stop on 



 
NEWS RELEASE 
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Saturday, April 12, 2008 
 
Armed robbery suspect captured after three months on the run 

 A man wanted in connection with two January armed robberies was 
arrested Friday. Michael “Mikey” James, 27, is in the Chatham 
County jail, charged with three counts of armed robbery, possession 
of a controlled substance and sales of a controlled substance, along 
with a federal probation violation. 
 
James was arrested Friday afternoon after selling drugs to 
undercover Savannah-Chatham Metro Police officers. Metro officers 
have been searching for James since mid-January when he was 
implicated in two armed robberies. 

 
James was one of three suspects who robbed two people at gunpoint Jan. 14 outside a home in the 2200 block 
of East Gwinnett Street. Later that day, James and his accomplices robbed three people on Indigo Court. 
 
The other two suspects were arrested in January after robbery detectives linked the two to the get-away vehicle 
found abandoned on Edgelawn Avenue. James will be arraigned Monday in Recorder’s Court. He is also being 
investigated with other robberies on the southside. 

### 



 
MEDIA ADVISORY  
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Wednesday, April 16, 2008 
  
Mall shooting suspect surrenders to police 

Savannah-Chatham Metro Police have arrested a 25-year-old 
convicted felon who shot at two people as they sat at a bus stop at 
the Oglethorpe Mall Tuesday morning.  
  
Isaac Emanuel Stevens surrendered to detectives at police 
headquarters shortly before 11 a.m. Wednesday. He is in the 
Chatham County jail, charged with two counts of aggravated assault. 
Additional charges are pending. Stevens will be arraigned Thursday 
in Recorder’s Court.  
 

The shooting occurred shortly before 11 a.m. Tuesday when Stevens rode his bicycle to the mall and accosted 
the victims. He warned bystanders to move before opening fire. 
 
After firing several rounds at the victims, Stevens dropped his bicycle and ran. Violent crime detectives learned 
the gunfire was part of an ongoing feud between the two victims and Stevens.  On at least one prior occasion, 
Stevens and the victims had fought. 

### 



 
NEWS RELEASE 
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Wednesday, April 16 , 2008 
 
Metro detectives investigate robbery, drugs and guns 

 
 

Two people, along with an assault rifle and small quantity of crack cocaine, are off the streets following an 
armed robbery on Savannah’s westside. Savannah-Chatham Metro detectives are investigating to determine 
the connection between the suspects, the victims and the drugs. 
 
Metro Police arrested 20-year-old Ramone Black (right) after responding to a report of a home invasion and 
armed robbery in progress. They also arrested one of the robbery victims. 
 
Officers arrived and found Black trying to enter a home in the 1100 block of Hearn Street. His accomplice was 
holding two victims at gunpoint in front of the house.  
 
The accomplice fled when police arrived, but left behind his SKS assault rifle. He is described as a 25-30-year-
old black male, 6-feet-2, 180 pounds with gold teeth and goes by the street name “Monk.” 
 
Officers arrested Black and charged him with two counts of armed robbery after finding property belonging to 
the victims in his pockets. He will be arraigned Thursday in Recorder's Court. 
 
Metro officers also arrested Harold Childers (left), one of the men being held at gunpoint. Childers, 27, was 
wanted on an outstanding warrant for obstruction by giving false information.  
 
The officers also recovered the car used by the suspects and another vehicle parked in front of the home. They 
found crack cocaine and digital scales inside.   
 
Anyone with information on the true identity and whereabouts of "Monk" is urged to call robbery detectives at 
651-6694; or call CrimeStoppers, 234-2020.  
 

### 



 
MEDIA ADVISORY  
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Thursday, April 17, 2008 
 
Financial Crimes business alert 

A woman passing counterfeit American Express travelers checks is 
in jail.  
  
Savannah-Chatham Metro financial crimes detectives charged 19-
year-old Sherryanne Young Wilson with three counts of first-degree 
forgery after she passed bogus travelers' checks at several Broughton 
Street businesses Sunday.  
  
Detectives believe Wilson passed additional fraudulent checks at 
other businesses, which may have gone undetected. Metro officers 

arrested the Orlando woman shortly before 5 p.m. Sunday after alert Broughton Street merchants realized the
checks were bogus and called police. 
 
The officers found more than $1,000 worth of the checks still in Wilson’s possession. On Tuesday, she was 
arraigned in Recorder’s Court and held without bond.  
  
Anyone who recognizes Wilson as having passed the bad checks at other businesses is urged to contact the 
department’s financial crimes unit at 651-6735; or call CrimeStoppers, 234-2020.  

### 



 
NEWS RELEASE 
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Friday, April 18, 2008 
 
Car thief captured after ramming Metro police car 

A  21-year-old prolific car thief is in jail after ramming a Savannah-
Chatham Metro Police car and leading officers on a high-speed 
chase in a stolen car. 
 
The West Chatham Precinct officer was patrolling at Elliot and 
Gwinnett streets shortly before 1:30 a.m. Friday when Maurice 
Antwan James slammed into the officer’s patrol car. The officer 
swerved and crashed. He was not injured. 
 
James sped off, and was quickly spotted by Downtown Precinct 

officers near Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard and Gwinnett Street. 
 
When the officers attempted to stop James, he refused to pull over.  After about eight minutes of fleeing, James 
abandoned the stolen 2008 Chevy Malibu after hitting a fence at Jenks Street and Augusta Avenue. He then 
and fled on foot. 
 
Officers quickly set up a perimeter and located him about 15 minutes later. In addition to recovering the stolen 
car, police found a small quantity of crack cocaine inside.  Officers learned James was wanted on three 
probation violations. He was also being sought in connection with two other car thefts. 
 
James is at the Chatham County jail, charged with aggravated assault on a police officer, possession of 
controlled substance, fleeing to elude police, theft by receiving stolen property, false name/address to police, 
and multiple traffic violations. 
 
No injuries were reported in the chase. 

### 
 



 
NEWS RELEASE  
Contact: Judy Pal  
Phone: 912.525 3105 or 912.651.6666  
Fax: 912. 525.1587  
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov  
 
For Immediate Release Wednesday, April 23, 2008 
 
TWO ARRESTED IN PURSE-SNATCHING 
  
SAVANNAH (April 23, 2008): Two men are facing charges because the quick action of the victims and Metro 
Police officers after a pedestrian robbery last night on Bay Street.  
A couple was walking toward the Riverfront Marriott past Price Street just after 10 last night, when they were 
approached by two men. One of the suspects produced a gun and demanded the woman’s purse. The pair then 
fled west on Bay Street. The man called 9-1-1 and noted the direction of travel of the suspects. Police promptly 
surrounded the area, capturing one of the suspects in Green Square. The second suspect, the one armed with 
the gun, was arrested a short time later. Both suspects were positively identified by the victims. Police were 
also able to recover the victim’s purse.  
  
The two men, Sylvester TYSON (DOB: 12/02/87) and Khasin HEIGHT (DOB: 09/19/90), both of Gwinnett 
Street in Savannah, were arrested and charged. Police determined the gun used in the robbery was stolen from 
a residence two days earlier. Tyson is charged with Aggravated Assault, Armed Robbery, Possession of a 
Firearm in Committing a Crime, Carrying a Concealed Weapon, and Theft by Receiving. Height is charged 
with Armed Robbery.  
  
Police urge victims of any crime to contact police as soon as possible. Quick thinking by the victims in this 
case resulted in the immediate arrest of the two suspects.  
  

### 



 
For Immediate Release: 
 

TWO FACE CHARGES AFTER EVADING POLICE  
 
SAVANNAH (April 23, 2008):  Savannah-Chatham Metro Police have two men in custody after 
they attempted to evade police in a stolen vehicle shortly before noon today. A gun was also 
found in the car. 
 
A short chase began around Wheaton and Waters Streets at 11:30 a.m. after the stolen vehicle 
was spotted and ended when the suspects ran a stop sign at Anderson and Atlantic and hit a 
Jeep Grand Cherokee. Both parties bailed from the stolen Chevy Silverado.  Officers captured 
the driver as he tried to escape over a fence and the passenger as he tried to shimmy his way 
under a house.   
 
Charged are Jamaal BOSTICK  (DOB: 12/12/88) and Terry ELMORE  (06/06/85).  Bostick faces 
a number of felony and traffic charges including being in Possession of a Firearm in a School 
Zone and felony Hit and Run, while Elmore is charged with Theft by Receiving, Obstruction and 
Criminal Trespass.  
 
As a precaution, the two suspects and the three adults in the Cherokee were taken to hospital to 
tend to minor injuries.  Both suspects have since been transported to Chatham County Jail. 

### 
 
Photos not available as of yet. Check Chatham County Sheriff’s site later today. 

 



 
NEWS RELEASE 
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Tuesday, May 6, 2008 
Off-duty Metro officer captures robbery suspects  

 
A Savannah-Chatham Metro Police officer proved that public safety doesn’t stop at the end of a shift when 
he tracked down two armed robbery suspects while on his way home from work Tuesday.  
 
The capture occurred around 12:30 a.m. shortly after Jaudon David Johnson (left)and Anthony Lydell 
Daniels (right) robbed the Circle K on Quacco Road.  
 
Islands Precinct Officer John McNamara had just gotten off shift and was driving his personal vehicle on 
Highway 17 when he heard the suspects’ description broadcast over his portable radio. He spotted a car 
matching the description, began to follow it and called for back up.  
 
While driving, he saw the passenger toss clothing out the window. When the suspects saw the car 
following them, they pulled over and Johnson climbed out of the car. The driver quickly realized his 
mistake when he saw the uniformed off-duty officer. Johnson returned to the car and proceeded north on 
Highway 17. 
 
McNamara followed the car to the Interstate 516 overpass, where patrol officers marshaled to make the 
stop. Officers searched the car and found clothing and a weapon used in the robbery, along with cash. 
They also recovered the clothes that were tossed out the window.  
 
Johnson, 26, and Daniels, 20, are in the Chatham County jail, charged with armed robbery. They will be 
arraigned Wednesday in Recorder’s Court.  
 
“This just goes to show that our officers are always on-duty,” Metro Police Chief Michael Berkow said. 
“This is a classic case that shows the dedication our troops have to our community.”  

 
###  

 



 
NEWS RELEASE 
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Wednesday, May 7, 2008 
CrimeStoppers tip leads to arrests 

                                                          
An anonymous tip to CrimeStoppers culminated Tuesday afternoon with the capture of a fugitive and the 
man who harbored him.  
 
Savannah-Chatham Metro Police arrested Robert Jawette Futch, 18, (right) shortly after 4 p.m Tuesday 
after he led officers on a chase into a marsh off Whitfield Avenue. Police had been searching for Futch in 
connection with an April 21 burglary and gun theft on Isle of hope.  
 
Police also arrested Thomas Wesley Tompkins, 18, (left)on charges he harbored Futch . Both of the teens 
are being held without bond in the Chatham County.  
 
The CrimeStoppers tip led detectives and uniformed patrol officers to Tompkins’ trailer in Whitfield 
Mobile Estates. When police arrived, the occupants of the trailer refused to answer the door.  
 
Detectives set up surveillance on the trailer and waited. About two hours later, Futch and Tompkins 
emerged.  
 
At the sight of the officers, Futch ran into the muddy marsh. Metro Det. Mike Gallagher followed. Unable 
to elude the officer, Futch surrendered. The gun taken in the burglary was not recovered.  
 
Detectives charged Tompkins with obstruction by hindering apprehension. Futch is charged with burglary 
and obstruction by fleeing.  

### 
 



 
NEWS RELEASE 
Contact: Sergeant Mike Wilson 
Phone: 912.651.6745 or 912.651.6666 
Fax: 912. 525.1587 
Email: scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 
For Immediate Release Sunday, May 11, 2008 
 
Metro officers seize guns and convicted felon 

 A loaded assault rifle and stolen handgun are off the streets, and a convicted 
felon is in jail following a shots fired report in Yamacraw Village.  
 
The Sunday morning incident adds to more than 230 guns seized and more 
than 40 gun-related arrests by Savannah-Chatham Metro Police this year. 
Officer Patrick Ramshead responded to a fight in the 900 block of the public 
housing complex shortly after 3 a.m. Sunday.  
 
Within minutes of the report, the officer arrived and saw the occupants of 
two cars exchanging gunfire. Both of the cars sped away at the sight of the 
officer, but only one got away. The officers stopped the car occupied by 

Randy Deonne Williams and the driver.  
 
Williams, 24, climbed from the car and led the officer on a lengthy foot chase. The officer pursued Williams
and captured him in the 1200 block of Yamacraw. Additional officers marshaled to the area and detained the 
driver of the car. 
 
The officers recovered an assault rifle with a full clip of ammunition and a round in the chamber. A stolen .380 
caliber handgun was found underneath the passenger seat occupied by Williams.  No injuries were reported to 
police in connection with the gunfire. 
 
Police questioned the driver and released him, pending further investigation. Williams is in the Chatham 
County jail, charged with carrying a concealed weapon, obstruction by fleeing, theft by receiving stolen 
property and a parole violation. He will be arraigned Monday in Recorder’s Court.    
  
Police are now seeking information on the occupants of the white Buick that fled the scene. Anyone with 
information is urged to contact police; or call CrimeStoppers at 234-2020.  

### 
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For Immediate Release 
 
 

Purse-snatcher turns out to be wanted suspect  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (May 24, 2008):  Savannah-Chatham Metro Police has another of its “Most Wanted” 
behind bars tonight.  Patrol officers captured 20-year-old Herbert Nathaniel JOHNSON , who was wanted 
for armed robbery, after he grabbed his ex-girlfriend's purse around noon today and fled.  
 
Police quickly surrounded the area and spotted the escape vehicle, a gray Chevy van.  A felony stop 
ensued near 37th Street and MLK Boulevard.  Johnson jumped from the van and took off running.  In his 
attempt to escape, he dropped a loaded .9 mm gun. After a short foot pursuit, Johnson was captured and 
placed in a police vehicle.  He then kicked out the back window of the police car.    
 
Police discovered the stolen purse in the van.  There were also four young children in the vehicle along 
with two adult females.  One of the women, an 18-year-old, was arrested for obstruction. 
 
Johnson faces various charges in relation to the incident today, including: Robbery by Snatching, 
Interference with Government Property, Possession of a Concealed Weapon, and Obstruction by Fleeing.  
He also faces charges in relation to the outstanding warrant for an armed robbery at Avenue Fashion 
located at 1309 Augusta Avenue on April 25. He has been transported to Chatham County Jail. 

### 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Judy Pal 
Public Affairs Office 
PH:  912.525.3105 
EM:  scmpdpublicaffairs@savannahga.gov 
 



 
NEWS RELEASE  
 
For Immediate Release: 

 
Purse-snatcher turns out to be wanted suspect  

 
SAVANNAH, GA (May 24, 2008):  Savannah-Chatham Metro Police has another of its “Most Wanted” 
behind bars tonight.  Patrol officers captured 20-year-old Herbert Nathaniel JOHNSON , who was 
already wanted for armed robbery, after he grabbed his ex-girlfriend's purse around noon today and 
fled.  
Police quickly surrounded the area and spotted the escape vehicle, a gray Chevy van.  A felony stop 
ensued near 37th Street and MLK Boulevard.  Johnson jumped from the van and took off running.  In 
his attempt to escape, he dropped a loaded .9 mm gun. After a short foot pursuit, Johnson was 
captured and placed in a police vehicle.  He then kicked out the back window of the police car.    
 
Police discovered the stolen purse in the van.  There were also four young children in the vehicle 
along with two adult females.  One of the women, an 18-year-old, was arrested for obstruction. 
 
Johnson faces various charges in relation to the incident today, including: Robbery by Snatching, 
Interference with Government Property, Possession of a Concealed Weapon, and Obstruction by 
Fleeing.  He also faces charges in relation to the outstanding warrant for an armed robbery at Avenue 
Fashion located at 1309 Augusta Avenue on April 25. He has been transported to Chatham County 
Jail.  
 

### 
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For Immediate Release 
 

Hit-and-Run Vehicle Found …Man Charged  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (June 6, 2008):  A call from a community-minded company led Savannah-Chatham 
Metropolitan Police to the car involved in the fatal hit-and-run death of Tristan Linthicum today.  Police 
have now charged 39-year-old Bobby  James  HOPKINS II with Felony Leaving the Scene of an Accident.  
Further charges are pending. 
 
On Tuesday night, 11 year-old Tristan Linthicum was walking across Abercorn Street with his brother 
when he was hit by a car that did not stop.  Tristan succumbed to his injuries at Memorial Medical Center.  
 
On Thursday, police announced forensic evidence led them to issue a look-out for a pearlized or metallic 
white Lexus ES.   
 
Friday morning, police received a call around 10:30 a.m. from an attorney wishing to surrender a client for 
the accident.  The lawyer would not provide a name, but a meeting was set for noon. At about the same 
time, police received a call from Port City Bumper, a used auto part store, reporting that a body shop was 
requesting parts for a 2002 Lexus.  Police immediately went to B&G Paint and Body on Ogeechee Road 
and located the car.  Officers ran the plate and identified the owner as Mr. Hopkins. 
 
Mr. Hopkins is a convicted felon with an extensive criminal and driving record dating back to 1988. 
 
Mr. Hopkins arrived at the West Chatham Precinct at 12:15 with his lawyer.  He was placed under arrest 
and has been transported to the Chatham County Jail.  Police are working closely with the District 
Attorney on the case, and other charges are pending. 
 
The investigation is continuing with the assistance of SCMPD homicide detectives. 
 

### 
 



 
MEDIA ALERT: NEWS CONFERENCE  
 
Savannah-Chatham Metropolitan Police have located the car involved in the fatal hit-and-run incident that 
cost the life of 11-year-old Tristan Linthicum.  Chief Michael Berkow will host a news conference at the 
West Chatham Precinct (annex) at 4:00 p.m. to discuss the case, and how police located the car and 
driver.  
 
WHEN:  Friday, June 6, 2008 4:00 p.m. 
WHERE: West Chatham Precinct Office (Annex) 
  295 Police Memorial Dr., Savannah, GA 
WHO:  Chief Michael Berkow   
 
Media will have limited access to photograph the car, which is impounded for further forensic testing. 
 
### 

 
NEWS RELEASE  
 
For Immediate Release: 
 

Police nab three after burglary attempt  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (June 16, 2008):  Metro Police, working hand-in-hand with sharp-eyed members of the 
community, nabbed three burglary suspects on Sunday afternoon after they tried to break in to a home on 
the 300 block of West Jones Street. 
 
People in the area observed one of the suspects use an object to force the front door of a residential 
condominium complex and contacted police. Downtown Precinct officers responded quickly and were 
able to arrest the three suspects, aged 15, 16 and 17 as they fled from the area.  Each has prior 
experience with the criminal justice system. 
 
All three have been charged with burglary and possession of tools for the commission of a crime. 
 
Metro Police encourage citizens to contact police when they observe suspicious activity in their 
neighborhood.  Use the new community crime mapping webpage to track crime trends in your 
neighborhood. Go to www.scmpd.org and click on “Community Crime Mapping”.  
 
### 



 
NEWS RELEASE  
 
For Immediate Release 
 

CrimeStoppers works again!  
Rolex robber nabbed 

 
SAVANNAH, GA (June 20, 2008):  The team of Savannah-Chatham Metro Police, the community, and 
the media can take credit for another criminal off the streets tonight.  A CrimeStoppers tip has led police 
to the man they believe is responsible for robbing the International Diamond Center on DeRenne Avenue 
last Saturday. 
 
“The cooperation among the media, the police and our citizens to fight crime is impressive”, said Demery 
Bishop, Director of CrimeStoppers.  “People took ownership in solving this case and used CrimeStoppers 
as their tool.”   
 
After the suspect’s photo was broadcast on television and appeared on numerous websites, a 
CrimeStoppers caller provided an anonymous tip that led detectives to 39-year-old Charles Douglas 
Frye.  West Chatham Precinct officers tracked Frye down late last night, and he was taken into custody 
without incident on an outstanding Aggravated Assault warrant while investigators collected additional 
evidence against Frye for the robbery.  Today, a warrant was issued for Frye. He is being charged with 
Armed Robbery. 
 
Frye is accused of walking into the jewelry store last Saturday afternoon and robbing the store, at 
gunpoint, of six Rolex watches.  He was captured on video walking into the store and at the counter.  The 
watches have not yet been recovered. 
 
Frye is being held without bond and will be in court Monday to face the new charge. 
 

### 



 
N E W S   R E L E A S E  
 
For Immediate Release 

Police recover stolen items, charge two youths  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (June 23, 2008): Two juveniles and one adult male are facing charges after police 
recovered a cache of stolen property from the juveniles’ homes. 
 
Police responded to Fords Pointe Apartments on Saturday, June 21 to recover a stolen 1996 Honda 
Civic.  The car was stolen in successive burglaries on June 17 and 18 from a residence in Gateway 
Village, while the homeowners were out of town.  The victims' other vehicle, a 2004 Ford Explorer, was 
located by police on June 19.   
 
The victims kept track of their phone records and contacted police with information.  Precinct 1 officers 
tracked down the phone number and made contact with the parents of a 15-year-old youth.  The parents 
allowed access to their home, where police found a television and laptop from the victims’ home.  A 
second juvenile was located, and he too had numerous stolen items in his home.  
 
The two 15-year-olds have been charged with two counts of burglary and one count of auto theft each.  
The brother of the second suspect, an 18-year-old, will also face the burglary and auto theft charges and 
a charge of theft by receiving.  Numerous items including electronics and jewelry were recovered. 
 
Police remind vacationers to take extra precautions when leaving home for an extended period of time.  
Ensure all doors and garage entries are locked, use lights on timers throughout the house, leave a radio 
playing, keep outside areas well-lit, have a neighbor pick up any mail or flyers, and ensure someone 
checks the house on a regular basis if you plan to be gone for any length of time. 

 
 



 
N E W S   R E L E A S E  
 
For Immediate Release 
 

Another convicted felon with firearms off the stree t 
 

SAVANNAH, GA (July 2, 2008):  Savannah-Chatham Metro Police have taken yet another convicted 
felon with firearms off the street.  He was arrested last night on West 42nd Street brandishing two 
firearms.  Thirty-year-old Gerrod (aka Gerrjord) Chanc Black  was arrested just after 8:30 last evening 
after pointing the firearms at a 13-year-old girl. 
 
The investigation revealed that Black and another man, Kentorio Ward, were arguing in a car in the 600 
block of West 42nd Street. Mr. Ward asked Black to leave.  Approximately five to 10- minutes later, Black 
returned with two firearms, and began beating on the door.  The 13-year-old girl approached Mr. Black, 
who then pointed the guns at her. She fled the scene and police were called. 
 
When police arrived, Black was taken into custody and charged with Aggravated Assault and Possession 
of a Firearm by a Convicted Felon. Black was also on active felony probation at the time of his arrest. 
 
During the past two weeks, Metro Police have taken more than 30 firearms off the streets.  For a detailed 
weekly listing, please go to the Savannah-Chatham Metro Police website at www.scmpd.org and click on 
“Recovered Gun Report”. 



 
N E W S   R E L E A S E  
 
 
CHIEF MICHAEL BERKOW, LT. KERRY THOMAS, AND DET. HI RAM RIVERA WILL 
BE AVAILABLE TO MEDIA AT 7:00 P.M. AT POLICE HEADQU ARTERS 
 
For Immediate Release 
 

Police make one arrest in double shooting … seeking  second suspect  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (July 3, 2008 6:45 p.m.): Savannah-Chatham Metro Police have arrested one man and 
are seeking a second in connection with a shooting early last Saturday morning, that left two local 
musicians with serious injuries. Police have arrested 18-year-old Ashamir Donshaye Johnson  of 
Savannah and charged him with two counts of Aggravated Battery and one count of Armed Robbery.  
They have now turned their attention to locating 21-year-old Desmond Antonio Hunter , also of 
Savannah, who is still at large. 
 
“This is one of those cases we would have had great difficulty solving without key information from the 
public”, said Metro Police Chief Michael Berkow.  “The citizens of Savannah came through again. The 
combination of dogged police work and CrimeStoppers resulted in police cracking this case, identifying 
the suspects, and putting one behind bars. All we need now is to locate Desmond Hunter.” 
 
Police, acting on a CrimeStoppers tip, obtained a warrant for an East 39th street address, and Johnson 
was arrested a short time later without incident.  Additional information gleaned from the investigation, led 
police to their second suspect, Desmond Hunter.   
 
Police conducted a search late in the day for Hunter, but it appears he is on the run.  Hunter is a black 
male, stands 6’1” and weights approximately 160 pounds.  He may currently be wearing his hair in short 
twists.  Police consider Hunter armed and dangerous. 
 
Anyone with information on the whereabouts of Desmond Hunter is urged to contact the Violent Crimes 
Unit at 912-651-6728 or CrimeStoppers at 912-234-2020.   
 



 
N E W S   R E L E A S E  
 
For Immediate Release 
 
ROBBERY DETECTIVES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO PROVIDE SOU ND AT 3:00 P.M. 
AT METRO HEADQUARTERS.  
 
 

Police make arrests in Waffle House Robbery  
One suspect remains at large 

 
SAVANNAH, GA (July 3, 2008):  Police have solved the case of the Waffle House bandits – turns out, it 
was partially an ‘inside job’.  Savannah-Chatham Metro Police have arrested five people in connection 
with the robbery, with one suspect still on the run. 
 
The incident took place at the Waffle House on Gateway Boulevard back on June 23.  According to the 
victims, two suspects entered the restaurant with semi-automatic handguns and ordered them to open the 
safe.  One of the victims was secured with a black zip-tie, while the other employee opened the register 
for the suspects. They then fled the scene in a red van. 
 
After lengthy conversations with Waffle House employees, it became apparent that another employee 
allegedly set up the robbery. Police followed up on information from the community about the ‘get away’ 
vehicle, which was a red Astro van, and the story began to become clear to detectives. 
 
Yesterday, Effingham Police arrested Joseph Louis Thomas  and Nicole Wagner on unrelated firearms 
charges, but contacted Metro when information came to light about the robbery from the suspects. They 
have both been charged with Party to the Crime of Armed Robbery. Police have determined that one of 
the firearms found in the car was one that was used in the robbery. In addition, Jennifer Marie Wellong  
(2/21/89) and Alexander Wayne Dean  (5/11/79) have also been charged with Party to the Crime of 
Armed Robbery, while James Lee Lewis  (2/20/84) and Dustin Keith Broughton  have been charged 
with Armed Robbery.  
 
While Lewis is in custody, police are still searching for 21-year-old Broughton.  He is known to live in the 
Bloomingdale area.  Anyone with information on the whereabouts of Broughton is urged to contact Metro 
Police or CrimeStoppers. 
 
 
 



 
N E W S   R E L E A S E  
 
For Immediate Release 
 

Second suspect in double-shooting turns himself in to police  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (July 7, 2008):  The second suspect in a double shooting that resulted in serious injuries 
to two men on June 28 has turned himself in to police.  Desmond Antonio HUNTER came to police 
headquarters on Habersham Street at around 1:00 p.m. and turned himself in to detectives. 
 
He is charged with two counts of Aggravated Battery and one count of Armed Robbery.  Metro police had 
been searching from him since last Thursday, after a break in the case resulted in the arrest of Ashamir 
Donshaye Johnson.  Last Thursday, detectives publicly asked Hunter to turn himself in. 
 
Hunter will be arraigned tomorrow at 2:00 p.m. 
 
SCMPD would like to take this opportunity to thank the community and media for their assistance in 
helping identify the suspects in this case. 
 

### 
 
There will be nothing further at this time.  
 
A reminder, that the on-call PIO for the week is City PIO Bret Bell ... he can be reached at 912 667 1825 
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For Immediate Release 
 

 
Metro Police lay charges in Shante Cooper homicide  

 
SAVANNAH, GA (July 9, 2008):  Three years and four months after 27-year-old, mother of three, Shante 
Cooper was gunned down outside a home at 38th and Harden, Metro police have arrested and charged 
the man they believe pulled the trigger.  Twenty-year-old Rodney Torraine SIMMONS  of Savannah has 
been charged with Murder.  Simmons was served with the warrant today at the Chatham County Jail, 
where he is awaiting trial on charges stemming from an incident back in July of 2006. 
 
”This arrest comes down to tenacious police work and patience,” said Chief Michael Berkow, who was not 
yet with the department when the incident occurred.  “In a case such as this, frustration begins to build 
when you have credible information, but not enough evidence to lay a charge.  When the community is 
crying for justice, patience can be a difficult virtue to sustain, even for police.” 
  
Back on April 1, 2005, Ms. Cooper was talking outside with friends when a four-door grey vehicle drove 
by and one shot was fired out of the rear passenger window. The next morning, Ms. Cooper succumbed 
to her injury.  Police had little to go on, besides what witnesses described as a dark color 4-door car that 
may have been a Chevy or Buick.  No evidence was found at the scene. 
 
About a year later, information began to trickle in from various sources.  Detectives painstakingly followed 
up on each lead, slowly putting together the case.  Just recently, the last piece of the puzzle was provided 
that put the gun in Simmons’ hand. Ms. Cooper was not the intended target of the crime, nor was anyone 
in the group she was with.  It appears Mr. Simmons was upset with some people in the neighborhood that 
he had an altercation with a few days before and shot indiscriminately when he saw a group of people 
that night.   
 
Police also confirm it was just one bullet that was fired from the car that night, not several as was 
reported; and only one car was involved, not two as was also reported. 
 
Detectives now turn their eyes to other unsolved homicides in the region.  So far in 2008, SCMPD has a 
solve rate of more than 100% according to the formula used by the FBI Uniformed Crime Report, which 
only looks at the number of homicides in that year and the number of homicides solved.  In reality, 
SCMPD has three open homicides in 2008, and has solved nine from this year, and four from previous 
years.  “One open homicide is one too many,” said Berkow.  “This department is committed to working 
every murder case with the same intensity.  All murders are investigated with equal tenacity, vigor, and 
time – regardless of who the victim is or their circumstance in life.” 
 



 
N E W S   R E L E A S E  
 
For Immediate Release 
 

Police make arrest in homicide  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (July 10, 2008): Savannah-Chatham Metro Police have made yet another arrest this 
week in relation to a homicide.  Police have arrested 22-year-old Brandon Jaquinn BLOUNT  of 
Savannah for the murder of 28-year-old Arelius Garrett.   
 
Garrett was gunned down at the corner of Burroughs Street and 33rd Street just after noon on June 17.  
Information gleaned from CrimeStoppers led police to the suspect.  He was arrested about 1:00 p.m. 
today without incident today at an address in the 500 block of 37th Street.  He will be arraigned tomorrow 
at 11:00 a.m. 
 
Police have outstanding warrants for two additional murder suspects. Detectives believe 23-year-old 
Achmed Kiwann WILLIAMS  is still hanging around the Waters Avenue corridor late at night.  He is 
accused in the shooting death of his brother Alex, 18, back on April 6.  As late as Tuesday, he was being 
held at the CCDC on an unrelated matter, but was released before police could serve the warrant. 
 
Investigators are also hoping the public will provide additional information to lead them to 23-year-old 
Christopher Vance KING .  King is wanted for the shooting death of Michael Smalls on May 9.  Police 
believe that King is still in the Savannah area, and hangs around the 37th and Harden Street area. Police 
believe he has shaved his head bald in order to alter his appearance.  He is considered armed and 
dangerous.  
 
Anyone with information about Williams and/or King is urged to contact Metro Violent Crime detectives at 
912 651 6728 or CrimeStoppers at 912 234 2020. 
 



 
N E W S   R E L E A S E  
 
For Immediate Release 
 

Metro catches “weight conscious” burglar a year aft er the crime  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (July 18, 2008):  Fingerprints from a can of SlimFast was the undoing of a 16-year-old 
burglar, after police tracked down the juvenile more than a year after he allegedly ransacked a home on 
East 35th Street causing more than $10,000 worth of damage. 
 
The incident happened on April 24, 2007. A woman’s home was ransacked and had extensive damage.  
Food was strewn throughout the residence.   Keen-eyed officers spotted a can of SlimFast that had been 
thrown across the room. It was fingerprinted, but resulted in no returns. 
 
Recently, a youth was arrested and charged in connection with another burglary, this time of a home on 
East 60th Street on July 6. The fingerprints, when run through the system, came back with the hit on the 
burglary from April of 2007. 
 
The Savannah teen has been charged in connection with both incidents. He will appear in Juvenile Court 
next month. 
 



 
N E W S   R E L E A S E  
 
For Immediate Release 
 

Three Armed robbery suspects apprehended  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (July 19, 2008):  Three armed robbery suspects are off the streets today after two 
people chased down the youths who broke into their Strathmore complex apartment early this morning. 
 
A Metro patrol officer in Islands Precinct saw two men chasing three juveniles through the complex about 
3:45 this morning.  The men said the juveniles had just broken into their apartment.   All three were 
apprehended and returned to the victim’s apartment to be identified.  The victims stated that two of the 
suspects had broken into the same residence last Saturday morning.   This morning, however, when the 
suspects broke into the apartment, one of the victims realized the weapon being pointed at them, a black 
handgun, was fake. The victims got into an altercation with the suspects and they ran off. 
 
Charged with two counts of Armed Robbery each, are two juveniles, aged 14 and 16, both of Savannah.  
The third juvenile, aged 16, is charged with one count of Armed Robbery. All three were transported to 
the Savannah Regional Youth Detention Center and will be arraigned on Monday  
 

### 
 
CRNs: 080719035 &  080712038 

 
 



 
N E W S   R E L E A S E  
 
For Immediate Release 
 
 

CODIS match solves 2005 sexual assault case  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (July 28, 2008):  The latest in DNA-matching technology has helped Metro Police solve 
the sexual assault of an 87-year-old woman dating back to 2005.  The ‘hit’ came back in June and 44-
year-old Eddie Rolanda JOHNSON  of Savannah was charged last week. 
 
“This is just one more example of how our officers don’t let go of investigations,” said Chief Michael 
Berkow. “We are constantly finding ways to use technology to our advantage. Criminals who think they 
may have ‘gotten away’ with something shouldn’t be so smug,” warned Berkow.  “We constantly revisit all 
kinds of crimes and often get new leads through people or technology that can bring closure to a victim 
and put the offenders in jail.” 
 
The incident occurred on May 11, 2005.  The victim was asleep in her bed when she was awakened by a 
man who subsequently sexually assaulted her.  She fought and scratched the suspect before he forced 
her to give up her car keys and escaped.   
 
At that time, Johnson lived in the area and persistent work by detectives led them to obtain a search 
warrant for Johnson’s DNA in June of this year.  The DNA was sent to the GBI and run through the 
Convicted Offender DNA Index System (CODIS).  His DNA matched that of the material that was taken 
from under the fingernails of the assault victim three years ago.  Warrants were secured for Johnson’s 
arrest, and he was arrested without incident at his home and charged with Aggravated Sexual Battery, 
Elder Abuse and Burglary.  The victim, now 91-years-old was advised of the arrest by Metro detectives. 
 
Anyone with information about an older crime is urged to contact CrimeStoppers at 912 234-2020. 
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For Immediate Release 
 

Murder suspect in custody  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (July 30, 2008):  After eluding police for almost three months, the US Marshal Service 
spotted one of Metro’s “Most Wanted” late this afternoon on the 1900 block of West Bay Street.  After a 
short foot chase, which included two K-9 Units from Metro Police, Christopher Vance KING  was taken 
into custody for the murder of Michael Smalls. 
 
Police had been searching for King, and had information that he was still in the Savannah area, hanging 
around the 37th and Harden Street area.  The Savannah Marshals’ Southeast Regional Fugitive Task 
Force spotted King in a car and alerted Metro officers to the sighting. King bailed from the car when he 
spotted police and after a brief foot pursuit, he was arrested.  King was in possession of several bags of 
crack cocaine and a large amount of cash.   
 
King was transported to the Chatham County Detention Center and will be arraigned on the murder 
charge tomorrow at 1:00 p.m. 
 



 
N E W S   R E L E A S E  
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 K-9 tracks carjacker  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (August 1, 2008):  Chalk up another capture to the Metro Police K-9 Unit.  Last night 
they were able to track down a man who allegedly carjacked a woman just before midnight on Victory 
Drive and Truman Parkway. 
 
The victim stated that a man approached her vehicle at the stoplight, opened the passenger door, got in 
the car and told her to get out.  Another man, armed with a gun walked up to the car and also told her to 
leave the vehicle.  The two suspects, along with two other men jumped in the car and escaped. 
 
About an hour later, a Central Precinct patrol officer spotted the vehicle at the Sunrise Villas Apartments.  
Ofc. Will Fernandez and K-9 Faust responded and initiated a track.  Faust led police to an apartment 
where four men were standing outside. One of the men was identified by the victim and arrested. 
 
Seventeen year-old Jimmie Glover  was arrested without incident and taken to the Chatham County 
Detention Center. He has been charged with Armed Robbery. 

 
MEDIA ALERT 
 
For Immediate Release 
 
Suspect in Grant shooting incident captured  
 
SAVANNAH, GA (August 6, 2008 4:45 p.m.):  Jaoyoun Rasheen REEDER has been captured.  
Savannah Impact Program (SIP) officers arrested Reeder in the 500 block of Michigan Avenue around 
4:30 p.m.  He has been transported to the Chatham County Detention Center.  Police are still searching 
for Eric Johnson. 
 



 
MEDIA ADVISORY 
 
For Immediate Release 
 
SAVANNAH GA (August 11, 2008): Seventeen-year-old Melvin Maurice MORRELL  turned himself in to 
Savannah-Chatham Metropolitan Police just before noon today.  He has been charged with Aggravated 
Assault and Fleeing to Elude Police in relation to the shooting of a pedestrian on River Street on Saturday 
night. Lawrence Laron GADSON was arrested on Sunday in relation to the same incident. 
 
Morrell has been transported to the Chatham County Detention Center. 
 
Police are still trying to locate the vehicle involved in the incident.  Police have issued a look out for a 
2006 blue Chevy Malibu, Georgia tag number AAW3605. Anyone who has seen the car is asked to call 
CrimeStoppers at 912-234-2020. 
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No ‘Home Run’ for burglary suspects  

 
SAVANNAH, GA (August 14, 2008):  Two would-be robbers struck out last night after trying to get 
away with a 'steal' at Home Run Video.   
 
Around 12:45 a.m. Metro police were called to the store, located on East Liberty Street after 
witnesses saw two young men breaking into the store. The suspects first tried to break a plate glass 
door, but after that failed, they then smashed a window with a rock. A number of witnesses saw and 
heard the burglary and called police.  When police arrived, witnesses say one of the men entered the 
store and came out a short time later with two bags of property and took off running south along Bull 
Street. 
 
Downtown Precinct officers gave chase and quickly had both suspects under arrest. Police recovered 
three boxes of Yu-Gi-Oh cards (115 packs), 38 Snickers candy bars and 26 packs of Skittles. 
 
Charged with one count each of Burglary are 19-year-old Demontrell Leonard MANIGO  and 17-
year-old Shawn Lamar TERRILLIO , both of Savannah.  Both were transported to the Chatham 
County Detention Center. 
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Metro Police Make Arrests in Camelia Court Shooting  

 
SAVANNAH, GA (August 20, 2008): Metro police detectives have arrested two people in connection 
with the early morning shooting that occurred just after midnight August 17 on Camelia Court.  
Yesterday, 17-year-old Charles Perry, one of the three victims who were shot, died.  
 
Nineteen year old Devon Sharif DOYLE  turned himself in to police this afternoon.  He is being 
charged with one count of murder and two counts of aggravated assault. His brother, fourteen year 
old Tavarus  DOYLE was arrested yesterday and is being held at the Regional Youth Detention 
Center charged with two counts of aggravated assault. 
 
Police believe that Charles Perry was part the group that had been initially asked to leave the party. 
 
On Tuesday, Charone Armon Taylor was charged with being Party to a Crime of Aggravated Assault 
in relation to this same incident. 
 
Devon Doyle has been transported to the Chatham County Detention Center.  
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Tagger charged with felony after defacing new parka de 

 
SAVANNAH, GA (August 20, 2008):  A tagger is facing felony charges after he defaced the city’s 
newest parking garage at Whitaker and Bryan Streets earlier this month.  The same tag was also 
found on the side of a Bank of America building near Johnson Square days earlier. 
 
Police walking the beat were alerted to the tagger by a concerned citizen.  The citizen was able to 
point out the suspect, who was then detained by police.  A large red paint marker was found in the 
man’s possession.  Facing the felony charge of Interference with Government Property and Criminal 
Trespass is 24-year-old Darron Christopher WILLSON  of Savannah. 
 
Savannah-Chatham Metro Police are working to get the message out that graffiti and tagging is 
vandalism – and could carry a felony conviction, which will stay with a person for life.  The department 
takes this type of crime seriously because it can cause unease and fear in a community.  If you see a 
tagger or want to report graffiti or tags on public property or government buildings, City of Savannah 
residents can call 3-1-1, County residents can call County Public Works at 912-652-6840.  If you see 
someone actively defacing property, call 9-1-1 for immediate police response. 
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Air conditioner thieves caught in the act  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (August 21, 2008):  A Metro police officer on patrol in Central Precinct caught two 
men red-handed as they tried to steal two air conditioning units from the back of an unoccupied home 
on 43rd Street last night.   
 
The officer was on routine patrol around 1:00 a.m. when he came upon two men at the back of the 
residence. He asked what the men were doing.  They claimed they were changing a flat tire.  The 
truck they had, did indeed, have a flat tire.  Being suspicious of the two men, the officer returned to 
the area a short time later to see the tailgate of the truck open.  One of the suspects threw a hacksaw 
underneath the truck and started walking away.  
 
The officer took both men into custody and found two new air conditioning units at the back of the 
house had been tampered with. One of the units had been cut with a saw and was removed from its 
foundation.  
 
Charged with two counts of Criminal Attempted Theft by Taking and two counts of Possession of 
Tools for the Commission of a Crime is 45-year-old Johnnie Paul JONES . His associate, 59-year-old 
James Henry GLOVER JR. , is charged with two counts of Party to the Crime of Criminal Attempt 
Theft by Taking and two counts of Possession of Tools for the Commission of a Crime.  Both were 
transported to the Chatham County Detention Center. 
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Metro Police Make Arrests That Solve Numerous Enter ing Auto Cases  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (August 22, 2008): Alert Precinct 4 Officers have arrested four people in connection 
with an entering auto after making a traffic stop on Truman Parkway.  The vehicle, a blue, 1990’s 
model Crown Victoria, had been seen only minutes earlier at the Southern Montessori Academy, 
1140 Shannon Drive. An alert citizen got the tag number of the car after seeing a man break the 
driver side window of a parked SUV and jump back into the Crown Victoria.  An eight year old was in 
the SUV at the time of the break-in. The Officers saw the car traveling East on Montgomery 
Crossroads, alerted other Officers in the area, followed it onto the Truman Parkway and made a 
traffic stop. Stolen property from the SUV was found in the Crown Victoria and the man that broke 
into the SUV was positively identified.  
 
Police arrested two men, Antawn Ramone LESTER , 19 years old and John Anthony OLINDE , 24 
years old.  Also arrested were two females, Sade Marie AARONS , 21 years old and Nakita Katrelle 
BULLARD , also 21 years old. All have been charged with entering auto, a felony. OLINDE is also 
charged with driving on a suspended license and LESTER faces an additional charge of cruelty to 
children.  Lester broke into the car while the eight year old was in the back seat. 
 
Property crimes Detectives worked throughout the night gathering enough information to obtain 
search warrants for two residences, 1142 and 1143 Graydon Street, the homes of the two men. 
During the search, dozens of credit cards, driver’s licenses, cell phones, laptop computers and 
numerous other items of interest were discovered.  Many of these items have been traced to other 
entering auto cases throughout the South side and the East side in Precincts 4, 5 and 6. At least 
twelve cases, and very likely, at least a dozen more cases will be solved by the arrests of these four.  
Detectives believe there will be additional arrests in connection with these individuals. 
 
Metro Police advise people to take valuables out of their vehicles, lock your car doors and park in well 
lighted area. Be alert to your surroundings. Often a criminal will wait and watch as you leave your 
vehicle and then break in. 
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Metro Police Make Arrest in Saturday Afternoon Shoo ting  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (August 24, 2008): Metro Police Violent Crimes Detectives have made an arrest in a 
shooting that has sent one man to Memorial hospital.  This domestic related shooting apparently 
stemmed form an earlier argument between a boyfriend and girlfriend. 
 
Police have arrested 29 year old, TANESSA EVELL JOHNSON.  She is charged with Aggravated 
Assault and remains in the Chatham County Detention Center awaiting arraignment. 
 
Originally, Police had been called to the area of East Broad Street and Maupas Avenue when a 
citizen heard gunshots and saw two vehicles speed away.  While Police patrol units were searching 
this area, a call came to Police from the emergency room stating that a man had just arrived with a 
gunshot wound to his back. Police responded to Memorial Hospital emergency room to investigate.   
 
Violent Crimes Detectives have determined that the person responsible for this incident, Tanessa 
Johnson may have been accompanied by a male friend. Police ask that anyone with information 
about this shooting call Violent Crimes at 912-651-6728 or CrimeStoppers at 912-232-2020. 
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AUGUST 26, 2008 
 

Metro Police Capture Shooting Suspect From South Carolina 
 

 Metro Police have captured a man who led Jasper County, South Carolina Police in a chase 
across the Talmadge Bridge into Georgia. 
 
It is believed that the man shot two people in South Carolina, carjacked a vehicle and fled from 
Police. Metro Police were called to assist the Jasper County, SC Police. Metro Police saw the 
vehicle, a pick-up truck, and attempted to stop the fleeing felon. The truck traveled south across 
the Talmadge bridge toward Georgia and into Savannah. Metro Police, with emergency 
equipment activated, continued after the truck attempting to stop it. The suspect led Police on 
several city streets in the vicinity of MLK Blvd. until his capture at Montgomery Street and 
Gwinnett Street. 
 
 Police found a handgun in the pick-up truck.  The man has not been identified at this time and 
has been transported to Chatham County Jail. Further details will follow as they become 
available. 
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Metro Police Make Arrest In Friday Morning Homicide   
 

SAVANNAH, GA (August 29, 2008): Metro police responded to 1130 East 32nd St. this morning at 
around 8:30 AM when police were called in reference to a stabbing. Police and medical personnel 
arrived to discover a man had been stabbed several times.  He was immediately transported by EMS 
to Memorial Hospital where he was pronounced dead.  An eyewitness gave police a description of the 
man responsible for this stabbing and a “BOLO”   (Be On the Look Out) was quickly transmitted over 
police radio.   
 
An alert Community Service Specialist spotted a man, just east of the crime scene, fitting the 
description of the stabbing suspect and quickly alerted police.  They were already in the area, also 
searching for the suspect. The man was taken into custody by police and positively identified. His 
identity has not been released and charges are still pending further investigation. 
 

Witnesses said the early morning verbal argument escalated into a fight and resulted in the stabbing.  
Police have notified the victim’s relatives and have released his name.  He has been identified as 41 year 
old, Isiah LOVETT. He was living in a rooming house at the 1130 East 32nd St. address. 
 
 

N E W S   R E L E A S E  
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Friday Morning Homicide: Update  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (August 29, 2008  4:00PM): Metro Police investigators have released the name of 
the suspect from this morning’s homicide at 1130 East 32nd St.  He has been identified as 49 year 
old, Robert Allen SEARS .  He is believed to be homeless.  He has been charged with murder and 
also has outstanding warrants for escape out of Gwinnett County Georgia. 
 
Sears was arrested this morning after he was captured in the area of 32nd and Cedar Street.   He 
has been positively identified as the man who stabbed and killed 41 year old, Isiah LOVETT at 1130 
East 32nd Street. 
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For Immediate Release:  

Two face charges after hit and runs  

  
(SAVANNAH, GA September 1, 2008):  Two men face charges after their antics in a stolen vehicle 
resulted in two wrecks; and the white Tahoe they were driving ended up in the side of a house at Ohio 
and E 36 Street.  
  
Police were called to the scene this afternoon when the stolen vehicle, which was traveling west on Ohio 

Street, hit one car, proceeded through the stop sign at East 36th Street and hit a blue truck.  The driver of 
the truck was taken to Memorial Medical Center with non-life threatening injuries.  The stolen SUV then 
hit the corner of a house. No one in the home was injured. 
  
The two men in the car bailed and ran towards the Krogers.  A K-9 unit began a track from the scene, and 
shortly thereafter a Good Samaritan called 9-1-1 to report he had followed the two suspects to the 
Krogers.  Police arrived and arrested 17-year-old Tamaron VARNER and 20-year-old Shevon 
CRAWFORD, both of Savannah.  Varner, the driver, has been charged with various traffic violations and 
possession of stolen property.  Crawford is facing charges of possession of stolen property and drug 
possession. 
  
Both were transported to the Chatham County Detention Center. 
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Local man faces sexual battery charges  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (September 3, 2008 4:45 p.m.):  A local man arrested today will face numerous 
charges after several victims came forward alleging sexual misconduct.  Fifty-four year old Mark 
Vaughn CARLETON  will appear in court tomorrow on one count of Aggravated Sexual Battery. 
 
An adult woman, whose identity is protected by law, came forward to report sexual misconduct dating 
back to 1998 when she was still a minor.  Metro Police Special Victims Unit detectives launched an 
investigation, and a total of five female victims have come forward. 
 
Carleton was formerly employed by Memorial University Medical Center and was an athletic trainer at 
Savannah Christian Prep school.   
 
He is being held at the Chatham County Detention Center.  Further charges are pending. 
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Police Solve Homicide And Armed Robbery  

 
SAVANNAH, GA (September 8, 2008):  Metro Police Investigators have arrested a man who is 
responsible for the murder of convenience store clerk, 42 year old Jatinkumar Patel, who was shot 
and killed on Friday night at the BP gas station at Eisenhower Drive and Skidaway Road.  This same 
man is responsible for at least two additional armed robberies, one of which occurred as recent as 
last night. 
 
Police have arrested 17 year old Steven Phillip SMITH  and charged him with murder, aggravated 
assault with intent to commit robbery and three counts of armed robbery.  Smith will be arraigned on 
Wednesday, September 10, 2008 at 1:00PM at the Chatham County Courthouse. 
 
Detectives relentlessly followed leads, uncovered evidence and with the help of the community, were 
able to piece together the facts which lead to Smith’s arrest.  Police know that there was a connection 
between the shooting at the BP store at Eisenhower Drive and Skidaway Road and two other armed 
robberies.  One of these armed robberies occurred in the 1100 block of East Bolton Street on Friday, 
September 6th, and the other occurred Sunday, September 7th. 
 
Police know that Smith did not act alone and are asking the community for any information that could 
help them locate Smith’s accomplice. If you have any information that would help, please call Metro 
Police Investigators at 912.651.6694 or Crime Stoppers at 912.234.2020 
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SCMPD captures armed robbery suspect  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (September 22, 2008):  A wanted felon is off the streets tonight after a police dog 
sniffed out his whereabouts following a four-hour search. Thirty-year-old Charles Thomas Wilber 
WEEMS of Washington State, was apprehended after fleeing from police. 
 
Weems is wanted in connection with an armed robbery at the Days Inn at 114 Mall Boulevard on 
Saturday morning around 8:00 a.m., and the Subway at 49 W. Montgomery Crossroads at about 9:30 
Sunday morning.  Robbery detectives and Southside patrol officers worked throughout Sunday and 
Sunday night identifying the suspect, potential locations he may hit next and where he may be 
staying.  Officers canvassed the area and distributed flyers to local area businesses. 
 
Weems was already wanted by the US Marshalls on a parole violation and his description – 
especially tattoos of stars on his earlobes was very unique. 
 
Monday morning, officers had strategically placed themselves in areas where they suspected Weems 
may hit.  He was seen near the Subway on DeRenne early this morning by a concerned citizen who 
contacted police.  Patrol officers attempted to stop his vehicle, a grey Malibu, at Janet and Abercorn, 
and a pursuit ensued.  Weems bailed from his car at Skidaway Road about ¼ mile south of Bonna 
Bella and ran into the woods near Bacon Park. 
 
Patrol Units quickly established a perimeter around the woods bordered by Bonna Bella, Edison, 
Countryside and Skidaway Road, and police dogs, the SWAT team and Aviation Unit began a tactical 
search of the area. The Chatham County Sheriff’s Department also provided K-9 support. 
 
Schools were alerted to the search and asked to lock-down.  Automated messages were sent to all 
neighboring communities alerting people to the search. 
 
After nearly four hours, APO Chris Amedee’s K-9 Laika tracked Weems and he was apprehended.  
Weems was taken to Memorial University Medical Center for treatment.  At this time, in addition to the 
outstanding Warrant, Weems is facing charges relating to the Days Inn armed robbery, and his flight 
from police. Additional charges are also expected. 
 

He is expected to appear in Recorder’s Court tomorrow at 1:00 p.m. 
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Police make arrests in overnight carjacking  

 
SAVANNAH, GA (September 26, 2008):  Two men are in custody after stealing a car last night at 
gunpoint from a woman in the 200 block of Montgomery Crossroads.   
 
The Jeep Liberty was stolen around 11:30 p.m. About an hour-and-a-half later, Central Precinct 
officers spotted the vehicle in the area of 43rd and Habersham.  The occupants of the Jeep, upon 
seeing the police car, sped up and a short chase ensued.  The vehicle collided with a sign near 
Montgomery and Hampstead and the suspects fled on foot with officers in pursuit.  A short time later, 
both men were found hiding under a trailer in a nearby trailer park. 
 
A search of the vehicle yielded a revolver and other evidence. 
 
Charged are 22-year-old Keith Dayquin EVANS  of Savannah and 18-year-old Atif WILLIAMS , also 
of Savannah.  Both men will face charges related to the carjacking and fleeing and eluding police.  
They are expected to appear in Recorder’s Court later today. 
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 Police nab robbery suspect featured by media  
 

SAVANNAH, GA (September 27, 2008):  The man wanted by police in relation to a number of “snatch 
and grab” type robberies at Parker’s and Circle K convenience stores that were caught on video and 
featured by various media outlets last week is in custody.  
 
On Thursday, police released a number of photos of the suspect grabbing money from cash registers. 
Then, last night, West Chatham Precinct officers responded to a robbery by snatching call. In this 
case, the suspect grabbed a woman’s purse while she sat in her car.  The victim and other witnesses 
were able to provide officers with key information about the suspect and precinct officers and robbery 
detectives were able to identify the man as 29-year-old Albert Armand ALEX  of Savannah.   
 
Officers worked throughout the night to locate Alex, and with the help of excellent information from 
the community, arrested him without incident in the parking lot of the Kroger’s at the Berwick 
Shopping Center on Ogeechee Road just before lunch today. 
 

Alex will be charged with at least two counts of Robbery by Sudden Snatching.  He is expected to appear 
in Recorder’s Court on Monday. 
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K-9 tracks A/R suspect to … a doghouse  

 
SAVANNAH, GA (October 3, 2008):  An armed robbery suspect may think twice next time he’s trying 
to hide from a police canine unit.  Metro Police arrested 26-year-old Dino Laparris HARDING  today 
after he fled from investigators and hid in a doghouse. 
 
Detectives were following up on a lead relating to the armed robbery of the Wynsong movie theatre 
on Shawnee Street back on September 14.  During the robbery, two employees were tied up while 
the suspect robbed the office. The victims were able to free themselves and call police. 
 
While driving to the location today, officers spotted a man in a car that matched the suspect’s 
description.  After the car pulled into a driveway at the Southside Mobile Estates, the man fled on 
foot.  A K-9 officer responded and tracked Harding to a doghouse he was hiding in.  Harding 
surrendered without incident.  Police also recovered an illegal firearm that had its serial number 
scratched off. 
 
Harding, a convicted felon, is charged with Armed Robbery, False Imprisonment, Possession of a 
Firearm by a Convicted Felon, and Possession of a Firearm with an Altered Serial Number. 
 

Harding was transported to the Chatham County Detention Center and is expected to appear in 
Recorder’s Court on Monday.  


